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W H I T G I F T I A N  A S S O C I A T I O N  

 
WHI TGIF TIA N ASS OC IATI ON , H ALI NG P ARK , SO UTH CR OYDO N,  CR2  6YT 

TEL :  020  8688  9222   FA X :  E-mai l:  o f f ice@wh itg i f t ian as soc iat ion .co .uk  
 
 

O L D  W H I T G I F T I A N  N E W S   2 0 1 1 - 2 0 1 2 
“Quod et hunc in annum vivat et plures” 

 
 

 
F R O M  T H E  E D I T O R . . .   
 

HIS is the seventh edition of 
Old Whitgiftian News and it 
takes us through the Whitgiftian 

Association and School year from the 
latter part of 2011 to the first quarter of 
2013. OWs with an interest in regular 
information on the School’s progress 
should also look at the magazine 
Whitgift Life, which is available on the 
School website (www.whitgift.co.uk).  
 

  We have so much to be proud about in the achievements of 
OWs and in the continued success of our School. Some have 
suggested that the School concentrates too much on sporting 
success and it is true that there is much to admire in a year 
when Whitgift was the most successful hockey school in the 
country, was runner up in the Rosslyn Park sevens, beating 
Sedbergh among others, and defeated Harrow (at Harrow) by 
8 wickets. Concerns of this nature fail to recognise the 
astonishingly high standards achieved in the music and 
drama: concerts like that which introduced the new 
International Music Scholarship showed off the talent of 
Whitgiftians in a remarkable way and those who saw the 
recent productions of The Producers and Little Shop of 
Horrors were entertained by bravura exhibitions of musical 
and dramatic talent. Added to that, the School remains 
academically highly successful. So, the School is in excellent 
health; there is a very high demand for places even in 
difficult economic times and the added attraction of the new 
boarding house is already proving a magnet for a wider range 
of applicants.  
 

  The planned changes in the structure of the Association 
have been successfully implemented. The Whitgiftian 
Association now has an office at the School and records of  
 
 
 

 

 
 
alumni will be held and administered there. The rôle of Philip  
Fladgate, a member of staff well known to many OWs, is 
crucial to the development of more comprehensive links 
among OWs and with the School. The sports clubs remain 
key elements in the Old Whitgiftian community but 
henceforth have more autonomy and responsibility for their 
financial affairs: the Clubhouse is still a centre point for OW 
activities. The immense amount of work that has gone into 
the planning and implementation of the new arrangements 
has been masterminded by a small group of dedicated OWs. 
The thanks of all OWs is due to them.  To repeat the words of 
the last OW News - “the aim is to provide an alumni 
organisation which can meet the requirements of the 21st 
century without diluting the strengths of the OWA developed 
over a century and more.”  
 

  OW News reports on the many successes of OWs in public 
life and notes also the lives of some of those now sadly 
deceased. Although the internet makes following up the 
activities of OWs less of a challenge than in the past and 
social networking sites help OWs keep in touch with each 
other, there remains a place for traditional communication.  
 

  Remember many OWs are fascinated to hear news of the 
careers and other activities of OWs, whether or not they are 
contemporaries. This is particularly the case after many years 
of silence. Readers, please do not hesitate to make contact 
and let us know what you have been doing for the last ten (or 
sixty) years. OWs may also send letters and messages 
directly to the WA office at the School or to the Clubhouse 
either by traditional or electronic means (to 
PCF@whitgift.co.uk or to clubhouse@owa.org). Terry 
Brown (1959-64) also continues the role of Overseas 
Correspondent and can be contacted at 
t.brwn@blueyonder.co.uk. 
 

Nigel Platts 
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P R E S I D E N T S  
 
PIP BURLEY & STUART WOODROW 
 

THE President for 2011-12 was Pip Burley (1954 - 1962).  He has been a most active President in this 
year of reorganisation. The Whitgiftian Association owes a great debt to Pip for his enthusiastic and 
active presidency and his close involvement in all aspects of the new arrangements. Pip has been a great 
ambassador for the WA in the life of the School not least in his participation as narrator in the 
magnificent concert performances of Tarik O’Regan’s Heart of Darkness. 

PIP’S successor as President for 2013 is Stuart Woodrow (1968-75). 
Stuart was a member of the 1st XI at School and went on to Bath 
University. He has since enjoyed a successful career in banking and has 
held numerous senior relationship roles with NatWest both in London and 
the south-east. He is presently Professionals Sector Specialist for South 

London Commercial Banking, based in Croydon.  Stuart has been an active participant in the 
Association’s sporting activities at Croham Road, having been a playing member of the OW Cricket 
Club for twenty-seven years between 1973 and 2000. He has also been Captain of the 2nd XI and the 
Sunday 1st XI and has held most positions within the club. Following in his father’s footsteps, he was 
elected Chairman of the OWCC in 2005, a rôle he has filled until the present time. Stuart also chaired 
the OWA Executive Committee between 2009 and 2011 and has been on the Main Committee for two 
years.  Stuart is married to Monique, who is an Old Palace old girl. They have two sons, Fred (22) and Tom (19), both of whom are 
Old Whitgiftians and playing members of the OWCC. Other than cricket, his interests include theatre and the arts generally. He is 
also a keen follower of Crystal Palace Football Club. 
 

R E U N I O N S  
 

 
 
OWA Dinner 
The 2012 Annual Dinner, which was fully subscribed, was 
held for the first time at the Old Palace where OWs were able 
both to marvel at the beauty of this extraordinary architectural 
survival in central Croydon and to delight in entering at last 
the forbidden territory of the girls’ school that had educated so 
many of the objects of their teenage passions.  
There were speeches from Carol Jewell, Headmistress of Old 
Palace School, Rev Canon Colin Boswell, Chaplain to the 
School and Foundation Governor, Pip Burley, President 
OWA and John Pitt, Second Master, who amazed the diners 
with his summary of the School’s recent achievements and 
plans, including the building of the boarding house. 

 

Upper Fifth 1952-53 
We became classmates in the year of Her Majesty’s accession 
to the throne and, accordingly, have much enjoyed sharing our 
Jubilee celebrations with Hers (if I may put it that way?). So, 
for us too, this was our Diamond Jubilee year and we fittingly 
celebrated it by holding our annual reunion Luncheon at The 
School on 23 October 2012, courtesy of the Headmaster and 

thanks to the unstinting support we received from the Catering 
Department and many others among the School staff. 
We mustered 18 of our extant members (21 out of the original 
28). Our guests were three: Mr Robert Schad OW (past 
Master). Mr Bill Wood (School Archivist) and Mrs Angela 
Warren; they were warmly welcomed/toasted by John Trott.  
Bob is now the sole survivor among the Masters that taught us 
in 1952-53 and in his response he delivered an exquisite 
expose of his colleagues of the time; nostalgia at its finest! 
Bill had kindly provided a Grand Tour of the School before 
lunch ranging from the highly familiar to the totally unfamiliar 
(literally for one of us who had not revisited the School since 
he had left in 1954) and, naturally, including the Archive.  Bill 
rounded this off with a plea (duly responded to) for 
memorabilia for that growing Archive.  
As Lunch began, Ron Bernard,  in an unscheduled but greatly 
appreciated  intervention  on everyone’s behalf, presented 
your correspondent’s wife with a badge and a Certificate of 
Honorary Membership of the Upper Fifth of  1952-53 in 
recognition of her being the reunion’s hostess on no less than 
30 occasions to date! Her response left no room for doubt over 
the pleasure it gave her to accept membership of such a 
stalwart, persistently-surviving, companionable  and ever-
hungry body of men, and we joined with her and Bob  in 
raising our glasses to continuing longevity coupled with the 
remembrance of all our absent friends . 
The day’s programme was brought to its completion with 
three highly amusing sketches from our “Resident Comedian”, 
Roger Brasier, and who, finally, could have better led us in a 
vigorous rendition of “Carmen” than Ken Rokison, QC.     
But what can I say about the wholly informal components of 
such occasions? Well the decibels told all. And, as befits a 
Diamond Jubilee celebration of 60 years of friendship there 
was much talk of times and Reunions past as well as our 
hopes for the future.  
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(From left to right)  Brian Halfacre, John Trott, Ronald Bernard, Gerald Haywood, Roger Hilton, David Brewster, Mr Robert Schad, John Sutcliffe, Keith Ryde, 
Noel Parkinson, Roger Brasier, John Webb, Ian Brown, John Hamilton, John David, Nicholas Hartley (to rear), Kenneth Rokison (to fore), Peter Warren, Mrs 
Angela Warren. Derek Tisdall and Mr Bill Wood   
 
In preparing for the event your correspondent had unearthed 
his first public report (a letter to the Editor of The Whitgiftian) 
in 1968 about the 1967 Reunion and its origins in meetings 
begun by the late John Maynard, in 1956-57 as tea-parties of 
those of us then resident at Cambridge University. The letter 
began “It has come to our notice that a number of Old 
Whitgiftian groups have reported their meetings in your 
columns, and not to be outdone we feel the time has come to 
make mention of our own gatherings which have now been 
held for the last ten years”. The letter went on to report our 
pleasure at the presence of Alan Stocks (home briefly from 
Australia) – this time (2012) too he was with us, but alas only 
through a telephone link to Brisbane kindly arranged by 
School staff. The first letter also reported that in the previous 
year (1966) we had brought together two close friends during 
their Upper Fifth days, David Brewster and Gerald Haywood, 
who had not met since leaving School - and we achieved the 
same again 46 years later with David taking the Chair for our 
proceedings and Gerald (with Roger Hilton) making it over 
from Brussels. Plus ça change! And so forgive me, but how 
perceptive was your correspondent in finishing his letter of 44 
years ago, as he does now, with these words: “For such 
moments  as these we propose to continue indefinitely [well 
for a while longer, last one put out the light please] these 
reunions and recommend past  and present Whitgiftians to 
consider doing the same” 
                PETER WARREN (1947-56) per pro Superior Quinti 1952-53 

 
 

Prefects of 1948-49 
The Prefects of 1948/49 continued their series of re-unions 
with a luncheon at the Royal Air Force Club on 11 October 
2012, where they were accompanied by their ladies. A total of 
26 sat down to lunch, including our guests the Headmaster and 
Laura Barnett, Anne-Marie Tilly (Chris’s widow) and Sabine 
Tilly (Chris’s daughter). Messages were received from those 
other 48/49ers who were unable to be present, including John 
Lovis who made it very clear in his letter how badly the 
earthquake had affected Christchurch, New Zealand, where he 

now resides. The Headmaster told us of some of the countless 
activities now undertaken at the School, leaving us in no doubt  
that Whitgift is in good hands and achieving remarkable 
standards in so many fields. When he described some of the 
financial issues and how they had been resolved one or two of 
us wondered if he felt like a spell in HM Treasury. After lunch 
we discussed the future of our re-unions. We have enjoyed (in 
every way) a long innings since our appointments in 1948 but 
our numbers are diminishing and not everyone is fit enough to 
attend. Sadly that situation can only get worse. We decided 
therefore that next year, 2013, will be our last re-union. The 
Headmaster very kindly offered to host overnight 
accommodation in the new boarding house. Back in 1948 who 
would have thought that to be possible? 
Sixty five years. We shall be proud to leave that as a target for 
future Prefects. Perhaps the current School Prefects will note 
that means they will catch us up in 2077! 
                  ROY LEWIS 

 

Prefects 1961-62 
On 3 November 2012, 27 out of the 39 incumbents of Room 
27 during 1961-62 met for lunch to celebrate our 50th 
anniversary, and although many of us had not seen each other 
since leaving school, conversations flowed instantly and 
easily, with pauses only for further refreshment. The decision 
of nine of us who attended the 1961 reunion to return to the 
Horse and Groom, despite the larger number to squeeze in to 
this small but select hostelry in Belgravia, proved to be the 
right one as we were fed and watered very well. 
Unfortunately, six were unable to attend, including Robert 
Kibble our senior professional who had hoped to return for 
the third time but nevertheless still generously donated the 
prize for the trivia quiz. Six others could not be traced. The 
assembled gathering hailed from Canada (Gordon 
Brackstone), Spain (Iain Aitken), France (Graham Hill) and 
from all round the UK, and, perhaps as a consequence of 
following very diverse careers, had travelled and worked in 
many parts of the globe.                                           (continued)  
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The academic strength of our predecessors in 1961 continued 
– but not necessarily as first choice. Tony Stockwell swapped 
the Inland Revenue for a PhD in Malaysian history, having 
previously taught in Sarawak with VSO, before becoming a 
professor in Asian and Imperial History at London University, 
whilst Richard Elliott, after 31 years with ICI, is now a 
visiting Fellow at Cranfield School of Management. Michael 
Symes nurtured a specialist interest in garden history, 
eventually founding an MA course in Garden History in 2000, 
having written many articles and books on the subject. 
A few who had started in finance soon decided other 
opportunities were more appealing.  After two years as a 
banker Jerry Hartley became a professional scuba diver and 
spent two chilly years based on North Sea gas rigs before 
moving to Cape Town to work in warmer waters looking for 
diamonds and oil. David Elliott left Barings to pursue his love 
of the performing arts by joining the English National Opera 
as Finance Director, before moving to The Royal Albert Hall 
to oversee the building restoration project in the 1990s.  
Time spent in the school cadet force under the eagle eyes of 
Major Thomas and Commander Hall clearly encouraged some 
to consider the armed forces – although with varying 
objectives. Grant Eustace spent eleven years in the Royal 
Navy – five as a helicopter pilot – before becoming a writer of 
video scripts and of plays for radio, whereas Mike Wilkinson 
and Stuart Lord used their time in the RAF and the Navy to 
qualify as a dentist and doctor respectively. Paul Champness 
and Brian Councell joined the HAC, with a varying degree of 
commitment; it may be pure coincidence that both have 
earned their living subsequently in the drinks industry. 
In very different professions, Duncan Murray and Iain 
Aitken have applied their skills extensively overseas. As an 
engineer Duncan worked on projects in rural pre Ceausescu 
Romania, followed by 18 months in Nigeria immediately after 
the Civil War, and then Hong Kong to stabilise mountain 
slopes and help construct the Mass Transit Railway. Iain, a  

medical man, has spent the last 50 years helping developing 
countries to improve their quality of health services, working 
in Sierra Leone, Papua New Guinea and Afghanistan to name 
but a few – with an interval teaching at Harvard thrown into 
the mix.  
Apart from Robin Jenkin, now a man of the cloth, Iain was 
almost the only one still in full time employment, although 
those in academia clearly find it more difficult to stop than 
those who had worked in large commercial organisations. 
Whilst formally retired, Richard Nelmes continues to work 
with his research group at Edinburgh University developing 
new neutron and x-ray techniques for high pressure research – 
a process he describes as ‘we squeeze things to see what 
happens and there have been several surprises and a few loud 
bangs!’. On the other hand Allan George oversaw the  
computerisation of a government pension payments system 
when working for Crown Agents and managed to secure a 
pension package for himself more than 20 years ago! 
As well as catching up with the last 50 years, Peter Cox 
entertained us by jogging failing memories with reminiscences 
of our time at Whitgift – many of those present whose exploits 
were uncovered by Peter’s research were clearly hoping these 
would not be made public in his forthcoming publication, 
Memories of Whitgift, due out in May.   
Our group included two OWA Presidents - regrettably Pip 
Burley, current OWA President and Chief Barker of The 
Variety Club in 1999, could not be with us - but Mike 
Wilkinson (2005 President, and the only one of us to have 
played representative sport at both Lords and Twickenham), 
stood in and updated us on developments at the school and in 
the OWA. The remarkable achievements of the boys at 
Whitgift now are testament to the outstanding development of 
the school since 1962, so no doubt future OWs will also look 
back on their time at the school with the same affection and 
gratitude as we do for the education and opportunities that 
were given to us 50 years ago. 
         PETER SOUSTER 
 

 

(From left to right)  Seated: Grant Eustace, Brian Councell, Mike Wilkinson, Paul Champness, Ken Ellis, Richard Nelmes,David Penfold Peter Souster.  
Standing: Richard Elliott, Graham Hill, Gordon Brackstone, Iain Aitken, Stuart Lord, Tony Bairstow, Mike Smith, Duncan Murray, Trevor Grant, Allan George, 
Chris Smith, David Goodwin, Ray Knight, Robin Jenkin, Peter Cox, Robin Holt, David Elliott, Tony Stockwell, Nigel Carter. 
Unable to attend: Brian Allison, Pip Burley, Jerry Hartley, Robert Kibble, John Spanswick, Michael Symes. 
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Oxford Dinner 
For the first time in many years a dinner was held in Oxford – 
this very successful event held at Oriel College and organised 
with enthusiasm and efficiency by Alastair Lack (1955-63) 
and Richard Blundell (1956-63) brought together a good 
number of OWs and their partners. We were delighted to see 
several young OWs and some who have not been seen at an 
OW event in forty years. We also welcomed as our guest 
Jeremy Catto, Emeritus Fellow of Oriel and Governor of 
Whitgift. We dined well in the delightful Champneys Room 
and heard from President Pip Burley about the changes to the 
Association and from Nigel Platts (1955-64) with some 
nostalgic memories of his time at Oriel and a little of the 
history of the College and its strong links with Whitgift. From 
Jeremy Catto we had some entertaining impressions of the 
School and the Foundation.  

 

East Anglian Dinner 
The most recent dinner of the East Anglia branch of the OWA 
was held on Saturday 13 October 2012 at St. Catherine’s 
College Cambridge. We have held our annual dinner at several 

Cambridge colleges and now we add St. Catherine’s to the list 
thanks to Professor Donald Broom (1953-61), a fellow of St 
Catherine’s. The efforts of John Humphries (1948-56) once 
again ensured that this enjoyable event was a great success. 

 

Sportsman’s Lunch 
This year’s Sportsman’s Lunch at the School was held on the 
day of the 1st XV match against John Fisher School. There 
was a remarkably high turnout and some notable blazers on 
view: fortunately Sam Barke’s OWRFC one trumped his 
father’s Old Alleynian version. The food was good, the 
company most convivial and the match, not one for those of 
faint heart, was eventually won. It was good to see a number 
of recent additions to the list of Vice Presidents of the WA at 
this very enjoyable event. 
 
OWs should remember that small group reunions are well 
worthwhile. The WA will always be happy to help with 
contact addresses. 
 

 
O L D  W H I T G I F T I A N S  I N  T H E  N E W S  

 
In the aftermath of the Newsnight crisis at the BBC and the 
resignation of the Director-General, Tim Davie (1980-85) was 
appointed Acting D-G on 11 November 2012. Tim, who left 
School to read English at Selwyn College, Cambridge, started 
his working life at Procter & Gamble in 1991 and then held 
senior posts at PepsiCo before joining the BBC as Director of 
Marketing, Communications and Audiences in April 2005. In 
June 2008 he was appointed Director of Audio & Music and 
as a member of the BBC's Executive Board had overall 
responsibility for all of the BBC's national radio networks and 
the corporation's music output across all media with an annual 
programming budget of c£200m and a staff of 1,400. In July 
2009 he was on The Guardian’s list of the 100 most 
influential people in the media. He is a trustee and Vice 
Chairman of BBC Children in Need, board member of 
RAJAR and board member of Digital Radio UK and has been 
Chairman of Freesat and a director of Freeview. Tim moves to 
the role of CEO BBC Worldwide and Director, Global when 
Tony Hall assumes the role Director-General in April 2013. 

Jerry Buhlmann (1973-78) has been Chief Executive of the 
Aegis Group since 2010 and was featured in a full page 
Sunday Times interview in July 2012 in the light of the deal 
(described by the Sunday Times as “a corker”) which sold 
Aegis, a major advertising group, to Dentsu of Japan for £3bn. 
He spends more than half his time travelling to the eighty 
countries where Aegis operates. Jerry is described in the 
interview as “a straight talker with a south London twang”. He 
avoided university, where he had planned to read mechanical 
engineering, and joined Young & Rubicam as a trainee in 
1980. Work favoured the sharp minded and in his own words 
“If you could do mental arithmetic quicker than the next guy, 
you often got the better deal. Do it for a couple of years and 
your sums are quite good”. He went on to found the media 
agency BBJ in 1989, sold it to Aegis in 1999 and stayed on. 
He intends to see through the integration of Aegis and Dentsu 
and stay “for the foreseeable future”. 

 

 

Gerry Grimstone (1960-67) was the subject of a major 
interview in the Sunday Times in November 2012. This self 
confessed “intellectual mercenary”, who is already Chairman 
of Standard Life and Senior Independent Director at the 
Ministry of Defence, has been appointed to chair City UK, a 
lobby group set up “to counter banker bashing”. This is not an 
attempt to airbrush malpractice but to recognise that a cleaned 
up City is vital to British interests. Gerry was the mastermind 
behind most of the major privatisations of the 1980s before 
leaving the Treasury to join Schroders as a corporate financier. 
It is a long way from his origins as the son of “a communist 
carpet layer from south London”. 

The medals and other memorabilia of Group Captain John 
Cunningham (1929-34) were sold at Spinks in September 
2012. The collection included his three DSOs, two DFCs, 
CBE, foreign decorations, silver, photographs not to mention 
the 1958 Seagrave Trophy: the pre sale estimate was 
£140,000. In the event, it raised £390,000 for what was 
described as “a hugely significant collection”. The proceeds 
will go to the Bentley Priory Battle of Britain Trust Appeal. 

Chris Honer (1958-65) has announced 
that he will step down as Artistic Director 
of the Manchester Library Theatre 
Company in 2014 after more than twenty 
years of distinguished leadership.  During 
that time the Company has strengthened 
its reputation as a key producer of 
contemporary drama and modern classics, 
has developed a strong emphasis on 

participation with communities with poor access to the arts 
and nurtured partnerships with new artists and companies in 
the region. Under Chris’s direction the Company has won 
over forty Manchester Evening News Theatre Awards. Chris’s 
productions of Brecht and Arthur Miller have been 
particularly acclaimed.  
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Anthony Strong (1996-2001) is making a name for himself as 
a singer, songwriter and pianist. Anthony has been seen on the 
West End stage playing Jerry Lee Lewis in Million Dollar 
Quartet and has appeared in numerous live and radio shows 
with well known jazz stars in London and Paris. His 
recordings, featuring a mixture of jazz standards and original 
offerings, have received an enthusiastic reception and he has 
been described as “A fast rising new star on the British jazz 
scene”. The BBC Radio 3 programme Jazz House called him 
“A smashing singer and a cracking pianist”. Anthony has 
signed a recording contract with Naïve Records in Paris, 
where he has performed regularly in the city’s leading jazz 
clubs. Anthony made a stunning impression when he played 
with his trio in the recent concert held at School to launch the 
International Music Prize. 

Robbie Bulloch (1982-90) 
took up his appointment as 
Deputy High Commissioner 
to the Democratic Socialist 
Republic of Sri Lanka on 11 
July 2011. From Whitgift, 
Robbie went to Queen’s 
University, Belfast where he 
achieved a first class degree 
in English and Hispanic 
studies. He then obtained a 
Masters degree in English 
from King’s College, London. 
 From 2007-2011 Robbie 
served at the British Embassy in Madrid, where he was 
Deputy Head of the Political section and First Secretary for 
Justice and Home Affairs. Previously (2005-07) he worked as 
Foreign Affairs adviser to the Deputy Prime Minister, John 
Prescott, which included work on the UK Presidency of the 
EU, UK relations with China, Trade, Climate Change and 
Sustainability.  Prior to this (2004-05), Robbie was a Team 
leader in the EU Directorate of the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office in London. Before joining the FCO, 
Robbie worked for the UK Home Office (2000-04) in various 
posts covering criminal and correctional policy, extradition 
and migration.  He also undertook a short-term assignment to 
the European Commission in Brussels in 2002-03.   

 

Continuing the diplomatic theme, Simon Thomas (1985-93) 
is Deputy Head of Mission at the British Embassy in Buenos 
Aires (he was previously at the United Nations in New York) 

and Iain Cocks (1995-2003), a fairly recent entrant to the 
Foreign Office, is completing an intensive course in Amharic 
prior to his first Embassy posting to Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 
 

Jeremy Gladwin (1976-80), formerly Headmaster of St 
Edmund’s School, Canterbury, became Headmaster of 
Bishop’s Stortford College with effect from September 2011. 
Jeremy was a choral scholar at The King’s School, Worcester 
prior to completing his secondary education at Whitgift. He 
then read Geography at the College of St Hild and St Bede in 
the University of Durham. After graduating, he taught for 
fifteen years at Shrewsbury School and become Head of 
Geography and a Housemaster as well as running the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award. He was appointed Deputy Headmaster at 
the Royal Hospital School in 1999, and then Headmaster of St 
Edmund’s in 2005. Jeremy is also an Inspector for both ISI 
and Ofsted (boarding).  
 

After some forty-seven years in the 
merchant navy, latterly as Captain 
at Azalea Maritime BV/Mitsui 
OSK Lines where he was Master 
on VLCC tankers mainly trading 
from the Persian Gulf to Japan and 
the Far East, John de Renzy-
Martin (1955-61) has been Editor 
of Sailing Directions for the UK 

Hydrographic Office since November 2009. Sailing 
Directions, founded in 1829, is a multi volume Admiralty 
collection of charts covering most parts of the world updated 
on a continuous basis. 

The Australian Diabetes Society includes on its website a 
lengthy piece about Alan Stocks (1947-55). Alan studied 
medicine at King’s College Hospital, London, qualifying in 
1960.   During his final year he developed type 1 diabetes, and 
decided soon thereafter to pursue 
a career in diabetes, beginning as 
House Physician to the King’s 
Diabetic Department.   He 
emigrated to Australia in 1961 
and was appointed to the 
Princess Alexandra Hospital 
Brisbane, where he later became 
Visiting Physician to the 
Diabetic Clinic after 
postgraduate training at Royal 
Melbourne Hospital and Guy’s 
Hospital in London. Alan is a 
founding member of the 
Australian Diabetic Society, served on its Council for ten 
years, and was its President from 1980 – 82.   He is a 
Governor of the Kellion Diabetes Foundation Ltd., and the 
founder and was administrator of the Kellion Victory Medals 
Scheme.  A particular research interest is the ability of 
domestic dogs to detect hypoglycaemia in their diabetic 
owners. Alan was made a Member of the Order of Australia 
(AM) in 1998. 

His Honour Keith Hollis (1964-69) has retired as a Circuit 
Judge with effect from 4 March 2013. A Circuit Judge since 
2000 and previously a District Judge since 1992, he was the 
director of studies at the Commonwealth Magistrates’ and 
Judges’ Association from 1999-2009 and from 2009 was the 
diversity and community relations judge for Sussex. 
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H O N O U R S ,  A W A R D S  A N D  A P P O I N T M E N T S  
 
Queen’s Birthday Honours 2012 – CB - Richard Hatfield, 
CBE (1962-70) – Director-General, International, Strategy 
and Environment, Department for Transport. Richard Hatfield  
joined the Ministry of Defence from Oxford in 1974. He was 
Policy Director from 1996-2001 and subsequently Personnel 
Director before moving to his senior role in the Department 
for Transport. He was awarded the CBE in 1991 for his 
services in connection with the First Gulf War. 
 
New Year’s Honours List 2013 – OBE – William Evans 
(1982-89) – Lately Counsellor British Embassy, Bucharest: 
for services to British interests in Romania. William Evans 
joined the Foreign Office after obtaining a first class degree in 
history from Durham University. He is currently with the 
Foreign Office in London; previous postings include Sarajevo, 
Tallinn and Kabul as well as Bucharest. 
 

Michael Proudfoot (1956-63), former 
head of the School of Humanities and of 
the Department of Philosophy at 
Reading University, has been appointed 
a Governor of the Whitgift Foundation. 
Michael, himself a Cambridge Blue, was 
manager of the GB team that won the 

gold medal for Modern Pentathlon at the Montreal Olympics 
in 1976. He subsequently managed the national water-polo 
team and was also a Fellow, or governor, of Eton College for 
ten years. 
 
Derren Brown (1981-89) received a Laurence Olivier Award 
for 2012, which honour achievements in theatre, dance and 
opera, for his stage show Derren Brown - Svengali. 
 
Sir Jeremy Cooke (1959-
65), High Court Judge, has 
been appointed Judge in 
charge of the Commercial 
Court. In June 2012, he 
presided over the man-
slaughter hearing in respect 
of the death of Ian Tomlinson during protests in the City of 
London. 
 
Sir Keith Lindblom (1966-74), High Court Judge, has been 
appointed President of the Upper Tribunal to preside over the 
Lands Chamber. 
 
Philip Waller, CBE (1964-71) has been appointed a Circuit 
Judge assigned to the South Eastern Circuit, based at Watford 
Crown Court, with effect from 12 April 2013. He has been 
Senior District Judge of the Principal Registry of the Family 
Division since 2004 and a Recorder since 2009. 
 

Grant Eustace (1954-62) was awarded 
the 2012 World Media Festival Gold for 
his maritime history documentary The 
Ship That Changed the World — M/S 
Selandia. This continues Grant’s long 
line of awards at the Festival being his 
sixth in seven years. The documentary 
was first broadcast on Danish television 
in  May 2012  and  tells  the  story  of the  

 
Selandia, often described as 'the world's first ocean-going 
diesel-powered ship' although there are counter claims. 
Without doubt the Selandia was a world-first in numerous 
areas, she had no funnel, instead smoke from her engines 
escaped through the rear mast, and she was certainly the 
largest and most advanced diesel-driven ship at the time of her 
maiden voyage in January 1912.  
 
Rev’d Andrew Johnson (1979-86), currently Vicar of Batley 
and Purlwell, West Yorkshire, has been appointed Rector of 
Barton Le Clay, Hexton and Higham Gobion in the Diocese of 
St. Albans from Easter 2013.   
 
It is a pleasure to record honorary degrees that have recently 
been awarded to OWs: 
 
Professor Jacques Heyman (1934-41), formerly head of 
Cambridge University Engineering Department and emeritus 

fellow of Peterhouse, was 
awarded an honorary 
doctorate by the 
Universidad Poli-técnica 
de Madrid in recognition 
of his major contribution 
in rec-ognising the 
applicability of plasticity 
theory to masonry 
structures. Professor 

Heyman has been associated with the maintenance of the 
fabric of great cathedrals including Ely, St Albans, Lichfield, 
Gloucester as well as Westminster Abbey. 

Peter Furtado (1965-69) was awarded 
an honorary D Litt by Oxford Brookes 
University. As editor of the 
internationally successful monthly 
magazine History Today from 1998 to 
2008, he claims that one of his proudest 
innovations was launching the Royal 
Historical Society–History Today prize 
for each year’s best undergraduate dissertation. An author and 
publisher, he has also edited many reference works on world 
history, including the Atlas of World History, and recently 
founded Historyfm, a consultancy and historical talent agency. 

Neil Gaiman (1974-77), the author and screen writer has 
been awarded an honorary Doctorate of Arts by the University 

of the Arts in Philadelphia.  The picture below 
shows him at work with his dog, Caleb, at his 
home in Wisconsin. 
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T H E  S E R V I C E S  
 

 
 
Colonel Neil Sexton (1978-85), previously Assistant Director 
Operations at HQ Joint Helicopter Command, has taken over 
as Commander Joint Aviation Group (COMJAG) at Camp 
Bastion, Afghanistan from Capt Jock Gordon RN. 
 

Captain Billy Hall (1999-
2006) is serving with the 
Royal Marines command-
ing a section of Royal 
Marines aboard HMS 
Monmouth which is 
currently "pirate hunting" 
east of Suez. The 
photograph shows Billy 
taking part in an on board challenge in which the crew of 
HMS Monmouth "rowed" their ship through the Suez Canal. 
 
Rhodri Edwards (2000-08), having graduated from London 
University, has been commissioned from Sandhurst into the 
Royal Regiment of Fusiliers. 
 
Oliver Arnold (2001-08), having graduated from Sheffield 
University, has been commissioned from Sandhurst into the 
Anglian Regiment. 

. 
 

P U B L I C A T I O N S  W I T H  A  W H I T G I F T I A N  I N T E R E S T  
 
Without doubt the most 
eagerly awaited publishing 
event of 2013 is the launch of 
Memories of Whitgift, 
compiled and edited by Peter 
Cox (1955-64). This splendid 
volume of anecdotes, 
photographs and items culled 
from The Whitgiftian, gives a 
lively account in their own 
words of what life was like 
for boys at the School for the 
century from 1880. 
Memories of masters, sport, 
the arts, war and peace, 
school lunches and the facts 
behind the Great Desk Swap of 1960 are all there. The book 
will be first available for sale at the Annual Dinner in May – 
and no OW should fail to buy a copy. 
 
The Local History Records of the Bourne Society for May 
2012 included a lengthy article by Ken Harman entitled Sir 
James Marshall, Mastermind of Post-War Croydon. Sir 
James Marshall (1908-12), who was knighted in the 
Coronation Honours List of 1953, was articled to an architect 
after leaving school but, after service in the RNVR during the 
First World War, later set up a business (with his brother John 
(1908-12)) as philatelic brokers. Their deals included the 
acquisition and subsequent auction of the stamp collection of 
the American Arthur Hind which was then the most famous 
collection in the world. James Marshall turned to local politics 
and the Whitgift Foundation, of which he became Chairman in 
1945. As further major redevelopment of Croydon becomes 
increasingly close, it is instructive to look at the legacy of 
James Marshall who was intimately involved in the 
development of the town as a major commercial centre, who 
encouraged the building of the New Addington estate, moved 
Trinity School to Shirley Park and through the establishment 
of  the  Whitgift  Centre  helped transform the Foundation. 
 

The same publication also includes a short article by John 
Hain (1949-55) entitled Recollections of Bagbie House, the 
large house in Haling Park Road where so many Whitgiftians 
were introduced to music by John Odom. 
 

 
The latest book by Geoffrey Elliott (1949-55), one of whose 
previous books Secret Classrooms told the story of national 
servicemen who were taught Russian during the Cold War as 
part of the British military intelligence effort, is Gentleman 
Spymaster: How Lt. Col. Tommy “Tar” Robertson Double-
crossed the Nazis. This is a biography of one of the most 
significant figures in the Double Cross system that ran the 
successful network of double agents whose most significant 
role was to confuse the German High Command over the 
Allies’ strategy for attacking occupied France in 1944. 
 
Mike Upton (1953-61) – in the previous edition of OW News 
it was reported that Mike’s eighth novel would be published in 
2012. This duly occurred: his ninth novel will appear in 2013 
but details about it have yet to be announced. 
 
Professor David Langslow (1970-77), Professor of Classics 
at Manchester University, has published "Integration, identity, 
and language-shift" in Integration and identity in the Roman 
Republic, edited by Saskia Roselaar. 
 
Chris Tryhorn (1988-96) worked as a reporter at the 
Guardian from 2003 to 2010, covering media and business.  

He then worked as a freelance journalist 
and lecturer and joined Demos in 2012. 
He recently co-authored the report 
Voicing the Public Interest, published 
by the Carnegie UK Trust. The phone-
hacking scandal and the subsequent 
Leveson Inquiry have opened up a 

national debate on press ethics, central to which is the notion 
of the public interest.  The report sets out to examine how the 
ubiquitous term “public interest” has been used and 
understood in a variety of legal and ethical contexts and 
presents   the   results   of   new   polling  that  explores  public 
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attitudes. It suggests how the public interest might be better 
defined to improve the quality of journalism and argues that to 
secure the public interest in any future regulatory settlement, 
the public’s voice needs to be heard − and given stronger 
representation. It presents a range of measures to achieve 
this. Chris is currently working on a project about cultural 
diplomacy and has also worked for Demos on the Multi-
dimensional Poverty project. 
 
The Daily Telegraph's latest anthology of obituaries Thinker, 
Failure, Soldier, Jailer reprints its 2007 obituary of Kenneth  

 

 
 

Lockwood (1923-28). He appears to be the only OW in the 
volume. Lockwood was one of the first British army officers 
to be sent to Colditz in 1940 and was an invaluable member of 
the escape committee. He apparently put to good use a skill he 
had learned at prep school to make maps from jelly. 
Lockwood died on October 8, 2007 and his obituary sits 
between that of Maureen Muggeridge, who died on October 7, 
2010, a niece of Malcolm and the leader of the team that 
discovered the Argyle diamond deposit in Western Australia, 
and that of Patric Walker (died October 9, 1995), the doyen of 
newspaper astrologers. 
 
 
 

 

S P O R T  
 

Lawrence Okoye (2003-10) broke 
his own British record for the discus 
(68.24 metres) at a meeting in Halle 
and then went on to compete at the 
Olympic Games where he reached 
the final. He has been identified as 
an outstanding prospect for the 2016 
Games to be held in Rio de Janeiro. 
Lawrence continues the tradition of 
Whitgiftian participation in London 

Games. In 1908 John Densham (1894-98) rep-resented Great 
Britain in the 400 metres hurdles and in 1948 Peter Williams 
(1929-37) was in the British fencing team. 
 
The School now boasts its first football international: Victor 
Moses (2004-07), who was transferred from Wigan to Chelsea 
in August 2012, played for the Nigerian national team and 
won a winners’ medal in the African Cup of Nations in 
February 2013. He was acclaimed as one of the players of the 
tournament and awarded the title “Best Fair Play Player”. "If 
anybody had told me that I would be playing for Chelsea and 
winning the Nations Cup by the beginning of this year, I 
would not have believed it," Moses told the official FIFA 
website. Victor had previously represented England at all 
youth levels but chose to represent the country of his birth, a 
decision, he says, that has been thoroughly vindicated by 
Nigeria's success. 
 
Sam Curry (2005-12) was selected for his first full 
international as a member of the GB Modern Pentathlon team 
at the World Cup held at Palm Springs, California in February 
2013.  

Kyriakos Antoniades (2000-2007), who had previously 
represented England U 18, and his brother George 
Antoniades (2001-2008) have both been playing international 
rugby for Cyprus. Kyriakos was in the winning team v 
Bulgaria in March 2013. The brothers have played together in 
a number of previous internationals. 

Elliott Daly (2006-11), of London Wasps, has played for 
England Saxons (and was added to the full England squad as 
back up for injuries). Against Scotland A, he was opposed by 
Jamie Stevenson (2002-10) of London Scottish. 
Danny Cipriani (2001-07) returned from Australia after a 
season playing for Melbourne Rebels and has been playing for 
Sale Sharks in the Premiership. 
 

Marland Yarde (2008-10) has had a successful season with 
London Irish and was nominated for the LV= Breakthrough 
Player of the Year.  
 

 
Adam Thompstone (1999-06) and Richard Thorpe (1998-
03) both moved for season 2012-13 to LeicesterTigers from 
London Irish. Adam, in particular, has made a notable start 
with several Premiership tries, including a hat-trick against 
Exeter Chiefs. 
 
Will Robinson (2004-09) made his first team début for 
London Wasps.  
 
Ross Broadfoot (1996-2003) has been playing for Jersey in 
that club’s first ever season in the RFU Championship. In the 
latter part of the season he has been joined by Mark Foster 
(2000-02) who joined Jersey on loan from Exeter Chiefs. 
Harry Williams (2002-10), a member of the first Daily Mail 
Cup winning side, has also been playing in the RFU 
Championship for Loughborough Students. 
 

 
In National League Division 1, Neville Edwards (1999-2006) 
has scored a remarkable number of tries for Rosslyn Park. He 
and James Inglis (1996-04) of Esher (and also now on the 
staff at Trinity School) were both selected to play for the 
England Counties XV, the international representative team 
for those playing outside the RFU Premiership and 
Championship. 

 
Rosslyn Park v Esher November 2012.  Left to right - Jon ‘JB’  Gill (OW) 
(1998-05) of JLS , James Inglis (1996-04) Esher and England Counties, Phil 
Fladgate, Neville Edwards (1999-2006) Rosslyn Park and England Counties, 
Chris Kibble. 
 
Dominic Lespierre (1998-03) has been playing for Souths in 
Queensland Premier Rugby: he was joint top scorer in the 
2012 championship with fourteen. In season 2012-13 he has 
been playing in Division 1A of the All Ireland League for 
Young Munster. 
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Neil Williams (1993-00) narrowly failed to retain his title as 
English Mid Amateur golf champion. He lost the Logan 
Trophy after a dramatic two-hole playoff at Saunton in Devon. 
Neil had tied for the lead on 216, three over par, over the West 
Course after dropping four shots to the eventual winner over 
the last round. 

The success of Andrew Stracey (1965-72) in the 2012 
President’s Putter was reported in the last edition of OW 
News. It is worth reporting, however, the comment in Golf 
Quarterly about that triumph (he was the oldest ever winner of 
this prestigious competition for former golf Blues). “Stracey’s 
chip with a 56-degree wedge from behind a mound was 
described by a commentator as ‘a shot of exquisite nerve and 
skill, breathtaking in its execution’.” How many readers have 
ever had any aspect of their life described in such admiring 
tones? As the article concludes, “There is hope for us all”. 

The 2012 Varsity rugby match saw Whitgift representation, 
again in the light blue interest, as Will Smith (2002-10) was 
awarded his Blue on the wing for Cambridge. Richard 
Russell (2002-10) played for Oxford in the Under-21 match. 

In 2012 Rory Burns (2001-06) made a notable breakthrough 
into first class cricket with Surrey. In only 17 innings, he 
scored 741 runs at an average of 49.40, with 2 centuries and 
finished 19th in the first class averages. Jason Roy (2004-08) 
played regularly for Surrey as did Matthew Spriegel (1998-
2005). Freddie van den Bergh (2003-10) of Surrey and 
Laurie Evans (1998-04) of Warwickshire also made first 
class appearances during the season. At the end of the season 
it was announced that Matthew Spriegel would be playing for  

Northamptonshire in 2013. For the 2013 season these OW 
first class cricketers will be joined by Dominic Sibley (PW), 
who has been awarded a Surrey contract although he still has a 
year to go in his School career. In scoring a century, Dominic 
carried his bat through the first innings of the second under 19 
Test Match against South Africa at Paarl in February 2013. 
At the Surrey CCC End of Season Awards Night Rory was 
voted Kia Young Player of the Year, Kia Most Improved 
Player of the Year for 2012 as well as Supporters Club Young 
Player of the Year. Dominic was voted Pemberton Greenish 
Academy Young Player of the Year. 
 
Rob Farrington (2008-12), now playing hockey for 
Loughborough Students, was selected to take part in the 
Australian Youth Olympic Festival in January 2013. The GB 
team was narrowly beaten by Australia in the final of the 
competition. 
 
Adam Jordan (2000-08), Captain, Tom Mullins (2002-10) 
and Joe Mills (2003-11) represented Oxford in the 2012 
varsity hockey match. It is worth noting that the School has 
produced at least fifteen Oxbridge hockey blues in the last 
twenty years.  
 
Luke Taylor (PW) has been named U18 Hockey player of the 
Year 2012 – Luke has been a key player in Whitgift sides both 
indoors and outdoors for several years and has already 
represented England U21 and East Grinstead HC.  
 
Guy Hart (2000-07), a member of the OW Veterans Rifle 
Club and a shooting Blue from St Andrews University, has 
been selected as a member of the Irish shooting team. 
 

 

O W  S P O R T S  C L U B S  
 

Rugby 
Once again the rugby club failed to achieve promotion but 
both the 1st and Wanderers XVs finished the 2011-12 season 
in respectable league positions. The 1st XV reached the final 
of the Surrey Shield but lost to Old Wimbledonians. The 
season’s highlight was the achievement of Jon Bunn (1980-
88) in becoming the player with most 1st XV appearances  
finally surpassing the record held by Gerald Bowthorpe.  
 

Hockey and Football 
The hockey and football clubs continue to have mixed results 
on the playing field but the hockey club remains notable for 
putting out numerous competitive teams, male and female.  
 
Cricket 
In cricket, the 1st XI maintained their position in Division 1 of 
the Surrey Championship, while the 2nd XI was again 
relegated, whilst showing glimpses of youthful promise. The 
3rd XI had a goodish mid table season. Junior cricket attracts 
vast numbers and numerous competitions were won. 
In the 2012 Cricketer Cup, the newly named Whitgift Mitres 
won well at Haileybury in the first round. We were able to 
open our innings with two current Surrey professionals in 
Rory Burns and Tom Lancefield (2001-07), though the 
principal contribution with the bat came from Adam Clarke 
(1995-03). It all came unstuck in the second round when we 
visited Shrewsbury, whose side included Ben Williams, the 
current Oxford captain and James Taylor of Nottinghamshire, 
who later in the season made his test match début for England 
against South Africa. Our team included two county players of 
our  own,  Laurie  Evans  and  Freddie  van  den Bergh  but we  

 

scored well under par and lost by 8 wickets. One consolation 
is that Shrewsbury went on to win the competition. 
 
 
 

Golf 
The highlight of the golfing year was the Halford Hewitt 
competition where we made a much better showing than in  
2011. Edinburgh Acdemy, recent winners, were comfortably 
beaten 4-1 (Whitgift was ahead in both of the two 'halved'  
matches, which were called off when the match was decided) 
and then Lancing was dispatched 3.5-1.5. However, 
Charterhouse, were a tougher proposition in the third round 
and eventually won 3-2 in a desperately close tie. Stuart 
Hollins (1988-95) and Martin Hayes (1971-78) won their 
match 3&2, and last pair Richard Gibson (1984-92) and Alex 
Atkinson (1991-96) prevailed by a similar margin. It needed 
the fourth pairing of Matt Dawton (1991-96) and Neil 
Williams (1992-00) to win to achieve overall victory. Three 
holes down with five to play, they fought back to square the 
match on the 18th. The match went to extra holes and 
Charterhouse won at the 19th. They then went on to win the 
competition, beating Epsom, also 3-2.  
The traditional opener to the Halford Hewitt is the Peter 
Kenyon Bowl and this year, many congratulations are due to 
Stuart Hollins and Martin Hayes, who emerged victorious and 
therefore notched up Whitgift's second win in three years (Nic 
Gates (1984-91) and Neil Williams won in 2010). 
 
Shooting 
The Veterans Rifle Club celebrated 115 years of continuous 
activity in 2011 and reported a high level of activity and no 
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mean achievement. They noted the award to Guy Hart (2000-
07) of a blue for shooting at St Andrew’s University.  
 
Fives 
The Fives Club was another that celebrated a significant 
milestone with a 50th anniversary dinner for players past and 
present; they also report an active playing season. Tony 
Hamilton (1963-69) reached the National Vintage singles 
final. 
 

Squash 
The first round of the Londonderry Cup squash competition 
was played against Wellington at the Hurlingham Club. 
Whitgift came up just short losing 2 – 3. 
 

Chess 
The 19th annual chess match between the OWs and the School  

took place at in January 2012. The games were all extremely 
close but the result was a win for the School 5 – 4 so that they 
regain the Leonard Barden Cup.  OWs lead the series 14 –5. 
 
Sailing 
This year there was a new venture as, through the efforts of 
James Wilkie (2002-10), who led and coached the team, the 
OWs entered a team in the Arrow Trophy, a public schools old 
boys sailing competition.  James is a RYA/MCA 
Commercially Endorsed Yachtmaster Offshore and is 
qualified to skipper yachts up to 200 tonnes. He took up 
competitive sailing in 2009 and has been trained by former 
Olympic sailor Peter Newlands.  
 

A great time was had by all who took part, although there was 
no prize for Whitgift. 
 

 

 
M I S C E L L A N E O U S  

 
In his role as Deputy Mayor of 
Kingston upon Thames, Geoff Austin 
(1958-66) received what for him must 
have been the perfect invitation – to 
open a new Weatherspoon’s pub, The 
Watchman, in what was formerly New 
Malden police station. The official 
opening took place in April 2012 and 

Geoff was ably assisted in his task by a number of OW 
contemporaries. 
 
Gap Yah writer, Matt Lacey (1997-04) or “Orlando 
Charmon”, has continued his exploits with an article in the 
Daily Telegraph detailing his volunteering experiences in the 
Ukutula Game Lodge Lion Park in South Africa. He found the 
whole experience very rewarding and had a glimpse of the 
very real connection that humans can have with animals. 
Matt’s performance credits include an appearance in the 
School’s 2013 charity comedy night. 
 
Theatre director Jonathan Busby (1999-2006) (Jonathan 
Cripps), Artistic Director of the Aporia Theatre Collective, 
had the opportunity of casting his former drama teacher Dr 
Chris Range in the part of Helveticus in his new production of 
Cardenio at the Rose Theatre, Bankside in September 2012. 
 
OW News has reported 
previously on the daring 
exploits in World War II of 
Bruce Ogden-Smith (1931-
34) in the context of the 
auction sale of his medals. 
Colin Ogden-Smith (1931-
36), Bruce's brother, was a 
Major in the Royal Artillery 
(HAC), attached to the 
Commandos and SAS. He 
parachuted into France in 
June 1944 as commander of 
Jedburgh Team Francis. 
Sadly he was killed in a fire-fight with German troops on 29 
July near the hamlet of Querrien in Brittany: a memorial was 
erected at the site of his death. He was buried with the 
Frenchmen who died with him in Guiscriff Communal 
Cemetery - his is the only British grave in the cemetery.  

 

Colin's medals, including a posthumous Mention in 
Despatches, were auctioned at the same time as those of his 
brother.  
Peter Jacobs, an RAF Air Commodore (and non OW) has 
taken a great interest in the exploits of the Ogden-Smith 
brothers and is planning a book about them. He wrote to Bill 
Wood, School Archivist, at the beginning of August 2012 as 
follows:  
"I have been in Querrien and Guiscriff this week and 
yesterday attended the 68th anniversary commemorative 
service of the battle of Kerbozec (as the French know it) as a 
guest of the Mayor of Querrien, during which I laid a wreath 
and made a short speech (in 
French!). I was in uniform 
and went with four 
colleagues from the RAF 
and as you can imagine it 
was a most fantastic visit. 
There is so much to tell, but 
in summary I went to the 
place where Colin was 
killed (the exact place on 
the farm) and my guide was 
a woman who was present 
on the day - she was the 
sixteen year old daughter of the farmer at the time and is now 
eighty-four. I also visited Colin's grave at Guiscriff with the 
Mayors of Querrien and Guiscriff and laid a wreath there as 
well. The visit captured quite a bit of local media interest and 
was covered by two newspapers. Also attending this week 
were two members of the Ogden-Smith family (Colin's niece 
and grand-niece - i.e. Bruce's daughter and grand-daughter)."  
 
The motoring journalist and television presenter Quentin 
Willson produced a documentary about wartime code breakers 
at Bletchley Park who included his father Bernard Willson 
(1930-37), who left Whitgift and went up as a scholar to 
Trinity College, Cambridge in 1937. He was recruited by his 
tutor in 1940 and went to Bletchley Park where he was a 
language specialist in German and Italian and latterly 
Japanese. He was among those introduced to Churchill when 
he visited at the end of the War – Churchill said of the work 
done by the experts of Bletchley Park that this was “the 
golden goose that never cackled”. 
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The summer 2012 wedding of Alex Goward (1994-99), of 
OWCC fame, to the delightful Laura Hamilton (of Dancing on 
Ice fame) resulted in a seven page feature in Hello! magazine 
with lavish photography of the marriage ceremony in 
Chipstead and the reception at his parents’ home in Purley. 
 
Can you help... 
There was a lengthy obituary of Bob Graves in the Daily 
Telegraph of 10 December 2012.  He set up Quantel with Sir 
Peter Michael (1949-57) and is described also as "educated at 
Whitgift". Despite a review of the School archives it has not 
been possible to trace him as an OW. Similarly, the Daily 
Telegraph obituary of Professor Dafydd Stephens, who died in 
July 2012, attributed a Whitgift education to him – a fact yet 
to be confirmed from the archives. If anyone can shed light on 
these matters, information would gratefully be received. 

 

D E A T H S  

We have, with regret, to record the deaths of the following 
OWs reported since the previous edition of OW News: 
 
ADAMS– On18 June 2012, Basil Herbert (1937-44), aged 85  
ARNOLD – On a date unknown, Paul Douglas (1949-55) 
BARNES – On 26 July 2012, Richard, MBE (1957-65), aged 
65 
BATES – On 15 January 2012, John Marcus (1952-60), aged 
69 
BAXTER - On 22 January 2012, Jonathan (1995-02), aged 27 
BOWTHORPE – On 30 March 2103, Gerald Harry (1949-
56), aged 74, father of N (1982-89) 
BROOKS – On 25 May 2012, Anthony A (1941-49), aged 81 
BUTTFIELD – In November 2008, David James (1921 – 28), 
aged 96 
CARTER – On 20 November 2012, Alan Frank (1945-51), 
aged 77 
CLARKE – In 2012, David Graham (1949-54), aged 75 
DOLAND - On 13 March 2013, Colin J (1940-47), aged 82 
DOWNEND – On 27 May 2005, Nigel John (1955-62), aged 
60 
ENTWISTLE – On 29 November 2012, Arnold Geoffrey, 
MBE (1933-38), aged 92 
FELIX – On 6 February 2013, John (Member of Staff 1957-
86), aged 80 
FIGGESS – On 22 December 2012, Peter Geoffrey (1937-
44), aged 86, father of A P A (1963-70) 
FROOM – On 4 August 2012, Clifford John Ronald (1946-
53), aged 77 
HAILWOOD – On 16 February 2013, Simon Frederick 
Denison (1952-61), aged 68 
HANN – On 3 March 2013, Walter Wakefield (1944-47), 
aged 83 
HOLLANDS - In December 2011, Ronald David (1937-44), 
aged 85 
HONEY – On 31 December 2012, Brian Edwin John (1940-
46), aged 83 
HUTCHINSON – On 16 May 2012, Robert Frank Alexander 
(1922-27), aged 101 
JOHNSON – On 20 July 2012, Christopher Winser (1944-
49), aged 81 
LEACH – On 7 October 2011, Peter Walter (1945-52), aged 
77 
MILBORROW – On 29 May 2012, Professor Barry Vaughan 
(1947-54), aged 76 

MILLS – On 20 February 2013, Christopher John (1954-61), 
aged 67 
PENNINGTON – On 9 April 2012, Keith (1948-56), aged 74 
PESKETT – On 31 March 2012, Stanley Victor (1927-36), 
aged 93, son of F (1891-93) 
PIPER – On 4 February 2012, Gordon John (1937-41), aged 
86 
PRATLEY – On 20 November 2012, Gerald Arthur (1944-
49), aged 80 
PYE – On 27 January 2013, Colin Mansfield (1954-62), aged 
68 
ROSCOE – On 13 November 2012 John Gordon Fraser 
(1953-61), aged 68 
SAWYER – On 25 December 2012, Donald Albert (1932-
38), aged 92, father of A N (1967-75) 
SAYERS – On 3 March 2012, David A (1941-48), aged 81 
SEEAR - On 10 October 2012, John Richard (Dick) (1932-
37), brother of Wing Commander H W (1923-29) and P G 
(1931-40) and uncle of M H (1959-66) and P J (1959-66) 
SHANLEY – On 26 December 2012, John Henry (1933-38), 
aged 90 
SPRATT – On 20 November 2011 Richard Keith (1952-58), 
aged 69 
STAPLES – On 19 February 2012, David Edward (1946-52), 
aged 75 
SUTTON-JONES – On 10 August 2012, Kenneth Charles 
(1930-37), aged 92 
TREAGUS – On 7 November 2012 David John (1945-50), 
aged 79 
TUCKER – On 6 March 2012, Richard Gordon (1946-52), 
aged 75, son of G (1912-20), father of W G (1973-80) and 
grandfather of A J McLeish (2002-10) 
TWEED – On 4 May 2012, Michael Martin Newton (1954-
59), aged 71 
VEAL – On 19 February 2012, Squadron Leader Peter John 
(1949-56), aged 73 
WATSON – In March 2012, Leonard Thurgood, MBE (1942-
48), aged 79 
WEDDERBURN - On 9 March 2012, Kenneth William, Lord 
Wedderburn of Charlton, QC, FBA (1943-45), aged 84 
 
We should also like to note the recent death of Mrs Mary-
Faith Raeburn who provided such warm support to David 
Raeburn in his years as Headmaster. 
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O B I T U A R I E S  
 
 

Gerald Bowthorpe  
(1949-56) 
 

Gerald Bowthorpe, who died 
on 30 March 2013 at the age 
of 74, was the most loyal and 
committed of Whitgiftians. 
His presence on the rugby 
pitch during the period of 
OWRFC supremacy was a 
key element in the 
achievements of those great 
teams but, after his playing 
days were over, he also added 
so much by way of leadership 
in the rugby club and the 
Association as committee 

man, chairman and President. Gerald, who had thrilled 
spectators with his unquenchable love for rugby and his 
appetite for tackling and try scoring, seemed just as content to 
put out corner flags, act as duty officer and chair the 
Benevolant Society. Indeed, the outstanding attribute that 
Gerald demonstrated throughout his life was a sense of 
altruism and a great interest in helping those not as successful 
as he.  
Gerald joined Whitgift in September 1949 and by the time he 
left in December 1956 had enjoyed a glittering career. Of 
course, he was an outstanding rugby player (1st XV for three 
years, Surrey, London Counties and England), but he also 
represented the School at athletics, tennis, hockey and 
swimming. He was a senior prefect, house captain of Dodd’s 
and a warrant officer in the CCF. After School, in the manner 
of the time, he spent his National Service in the army and was 
commissioned into the Royal Artillery. It was after his time in 
the army, part of which was spent on active service during the 
EOKA emergency in Cyprus, that he began to play regularly 
for the OWRFC and to develop his career with the OCS 
Group, of which he eventually became Executive Chairman. 
In a period when the Club was playing at a very high standard 
and travelling extensively for its fixtures (from Plymouth to 
Gosforth via New Brighton and Manchester) his durability 
and skill were celebrated. It was only last year that his record 
of appearances for the Club 1st XV was exceeded. Gerald had 
the ability to play at the highest level and, no doubt, could 
have moved to a more fashionable club to reach the top of the 
tree but his sense of loyalty and comradeship would never 
have permitted such an action. Gerald played with and against 
internationals but was happy to take the field with his friends 
in a highly successful, but nationally unremarked, team. 
Gerald had the benefit of a strong family life: he was married 
to Diana (“Didi”) for 44 years and they had two children, 
Nigel (OW 1982-89) and Kim, who, though precluded by 
gender from being a Whitgiftian, is employed by the School as 
manager of the Whitgift Health Club. As Diana’s sister 
Wendy was married to David Priest, another member of the 
1960s OW rugby team, the comprehensive nature of the 
commitment of the Bowthorpes to all things Whitgiftian can 
be seen. 
The family have been active members of Sanderstead United 
Reformed Church for many years and, as with the rest of his 
life, Gerald threw himself into all aspects of Church activity. 
It is this sense of doing good for all, fetching, carrying, 

ferrying, delivering or whatever was required that most 
epitomises the man. Perhaps his life can be best summed up in 
a sentence from the report of the 1st XV game against Dulwich 
in 1956: “the other personality of the match was Bowthorpe, 
who was here, there and everywhere in defence … and who 
still retained sufficient breath to score the two decisive tries in 
the second half”. 
Gerald was a man of simple habits and traditional views 
whose sheer goodness shone through and who never shrank 
from any task, however insignificant. This is the splendid and 
much loved man who is mourned now by his family and a 
host of friends.  
 

Kenneth Wedderburn, Lord Wedderburn of Charlton, 
QC, FBA (1943-45) 
Politician, academic and pioneer of the study of labour law  

 
 

Bill Wedderburn, who has died aged 84, was the golden boy 
of English labour law, with a scholarship to Queens' College, 
Cambridge, a first in classics, a double-starred first in law and 
an LLB result that won him the Chancellor's medal. After two 
years in the RAF (1949-51), he became a fellow of Clare 
College, where he persuaded Cambridge to put labour law into 
the rubric by disguising it as "industrial law". He was called to 
the bar at Middle Temple in 1953. By the time the founder of 
the subject, Sir Otto Kahn-Freund, went to Oxford as 
professor of comparative law, Bill had become his natural 
heir, and in 1964 he was offered Otto's chair at the LSE. 
There, he established an outstanding school, with a string of 
distinguished alumni. The key to his long supremacy lay in the 
stream of books, articles and published lectures that appeared 
with what looked like effortless regularity. In terms of 
immediate impact the first was the most spectacular: The 
Worker and the Law (1965). It began with a typical Bill 
putdown: "Most workers want nothing more of the law than 
that it should leave them alone."  
Having taught himself his subject, Bill set out to convey its 
essence, with comprehensiveness and lucidity, at a level that 
professionals respected and novices could follow. He also 
defined boundaries and explained the links with other aspects 
of jurisprudence. There was a profusion of diagrams and quite 
a few jokes. He found that he had written a bestseller. For the 
next 25 years successive reprints and new editions sold out. 
He then decided it was no longer possible to do justice to the 
weight of statutes and cases involved within two covers, 
however wide apart. Since that time there have been several 
attempts to prove him wrong, but none have approached his 
conciseness or readability.  
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By the early 80s his interests had broadened. The underlying 
assumptions of the 1965 edition of The Worker had been the 
primacy of domestic labour law, as prescribed by the 
immunities – notably of trade unions from liability for 
damages arising from strike actions – of the 1906 Trade 
Disputes Act. Now it was essential to consider the impact of 
much wider developments, especially those rooted in Britain's 
membership of the EU. Bill responded with a series of 
comparative studies, such as Labour Law and the Community 
(1983) and Employment Rights in Britain and Europe (1991).  
He also organised and attended countless international 
symposiums, making him the doyen of European labour law. 
From time to time there were also sorties into contract, tort 
and commercial law. For 17 years he was general editor of the 
Modern Law Review. The only problem for those of us not 
sufficiently multilingual was that we frequently lost sight of 
his quarry. But the gift for simple explanation in plain English 
never left him in debate. And he also found time for one 
glorious general attack on a broad target: a bravura assault on 
the work of Friedrich Hayek, ideologically attractive to the 
Thatcherite right, who was accused of an almost total absence 
of empirical data.  
Bill began advising the TUC during its campaign against the 
Conservatives' 1971 Industrial Relations bill, receiving a 
standing ovation after a speech at the Albert Hall. When 
Labour returned to power he virtually wrote the 1974 Trade 
Union and Labour Relations Act, which was designed to 
replace the Tory measure. He became chair of the TUC's 
independent review committee, served on the Bullock 
committee on industrial democracy and was made a Labour 
peer in 1977. He also became an increasingly active advocate 
and was made a QC in 1990, two years before he became 
emeritus professor at the LSE.  
During the Thatcher years, Bill opposed all eight of the anti-
trade union bills that passed through the Lords, for most of the 
time from Labour's frontbench. He greatly enjoyed his jousts 
with Lord Hailsham, and the few others worthy of his powder.  
In 1989 he helped to found the Institute of Employment 
Rights, as a "labour law think tank supported by the unions". 
He served as its president for six years, hoping it might 
influence the legislation passed by a future Labour 
government. Long before 1997 he knew what to expect from 
New Labour in the field of trade union law reform; but he did 
his best to improve what was on offer by reasoned 
amendments that he never pressed to a division. He was 
mildly surprised by the inability to take on board his many 
technical points, which were designed to clarify the 
government's intentions rather than subvert them. He also 
despaired of the decline in the level of parliamentary 
draftsmanship and advice. But he remained, to the last, a loyal 
supporter of his party, voting for them in countless late-night 
divisions.  
Fellow academics sometimes alleged that Bill could be 
difficult. In retrospect one can see how his fantastic workload, 
and latter day pain and discomfort, might well have combined 
to limit his toleration for what he took to be self-evident error. 
I also think that he was never satisfied, though through 
examining his own thought processes rather than yours. 
However, no one asked for help in vain. And he was always 
the epitome of courtesy and consideration when relating to the 
ordinary people he continued to identify with. He was born 
and brought up in Deptford, south-east London, the son of 
Herbert and Mabel Wedderburn, who ran a scale-makers’ 
business in New Cross Road. Herbert started off Bill's love of  

Charlton Athletic FC by taking him to his first match when he 
was two. Bill was proud to find out later that he was a 
descendant of the 18th-century anti-slavery campaigner 
Robert Wedderburn. Bill went to Haberdashers' Aske's 
Hatcham School in nearby New Cross, then Whitgift School, 
Croydon.  
His humour was a mix of wit and fun. He sent comic 
postcards when abroad containing libels of distinguished 
public figures in the news. An early and compulsive surfer of 
the internet, he bombarded his friends with his discoveries.  
By his first marriage, to Nina Salaman in 1951, he had three 
children, Sarah, David and Lucy. His second marriage, in 
1962, was to Dorothy Cole, who as Dorothy Wedderburn 
became a distinguished social scientist; like the first, it ended 
in divorce. By his third marriage, to Frances Knight in 1969, 
he had a son, Jonathan. She and his four children survive him.  
Bill McCarthy, The Guardian, 12 March 2012 
 
Kenneth Charles Sutton-Jones  
Leading Lighthouse Luminary  
Kenneth Charles Sutton-Jones (1930-37), who died peacefully 
in Crawley, Sussex on 10 August 2012 aged 92, undoubtedly 
made a greater individual contribution to maritime safety than 
anyone since Smeaton fixed a light on the Eddystone rock. 
What Ken called his pharomania, love of lighthouses, began 
when, aged 9, he first saw that light from Looe.   It guided his 
unique career, from an apprenticeship in a West Midlands 
industrial glass company to Managing Director of AGA Ltd, 
the premier organisation providing worldwide coverage of 
technology, supply and maintenance of lighthouses, buoys and 
beacons.   He also published 'Pharos', a history of lighthouses 
from Phoenician times to the present and contributed to 5 
international conferences. Ken's personal technical 
knowledge, selflessness and trustworthiness took him into 
negotiations with governments, port and harbour authorities 
and rehabilitation agencies in 150 countries, for 81 of which 
he obtained contracts for essential work to maintain safe 
international seaways.   After the devastating destruction of 
port and navigation facilities in World War II, the 
'Nasserisation' of the Suez Canal and neglect following many 
natural disasters and political upheavals, Ken's integrity and 
expertise were priceless. Much of his knowledge and 
experience was obtained by putting himself in harm's way and 
risking distress to those he loved.   He gained the respect of 
local engineers but also incurred bouts of life-threatening 
illnesses and a great burden of caring anxiety for Phyllis and 
sons, Stephen and Philip.   Phyllis and Ken celebrated their 
Diamond Wedding in 2005. His first employer, Chance Bros 
of Smethwick, became Stone-Chance of Crawley and 
involved Ken and family in moves to Beckenham, 
Birmingham and Sussex with long commutes to AGA at 
Brentford when not overseas.    
Born at Addiscombe, near Croydon, Ken developed a strong 
Christian belief, with dedication to Christ through Croydon 
Crusaders, to which he was introduced while at Whitgift 
School.   His work with Gideons and Church men's groups 
provided an unfailing moral compass which guided many 
away from the rocks and quick sands of life.   His three 
volume autobiography 'Grandpa's Lighthouse' details his 
personal endeavours and the development of an industry in 
which he became both literally and metaphorically a leading 
light, with a mission for all those in peril on the sea.   Ken was 
an    active    member   of   the   International   Association   of  
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Lighthouse Authorities well beyond his retirement at 75, by 
which time he had seen his company receive a Queen's Award 
for Achievement. 
Deaf in one ear from an enemy bomb blast in wartime Bath, 
Ken was rejected for service with the Royal Navy.   Ironically 
the rejection enabled him to serve all the navies of the 
world..."the stone that the builders rejected". 
In the course of sixty years Kenneth served the industry from 
the days of acetylene lamps attended by shifts of lighthouse 
keepers, to unmanned, fully automated electrical lights with 
beams up to twenty miles, operated remotely in all weathers 
by radio signals. 
Ken's favourite bible text was from Matthew "Let your light 
shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and 
praise your Father in Heaven."   Ken did.   And did it right. 
This appreciation was written by Peter Bateman (1945-52)  
 

Richard Barnes, MBE  
(1957-65) 
Richard Barnes was founder and, 
for many years, Musical Director 
of Bakewell Choral Society. 
He died peacefully at home on 
Thursday 26th July 2012 and had 
conducted his last concert with 
Bakewell Choral Society on 17 

December 2011 and, shortly afterwards, was diagnosed with 
an inoperable brain tumour. His loss to the society is 
immeasurable but his fervent desire was for the choir he 
started to continue and flourish. To celebrate all that Richard 
gave over many years, the Society performed a special concert 
on 17 November 2012 in Lady Manners School, including 
works that he had especially asked the choir to sing, and a 
collection of songs arranged by Richard 
Richard Barnes was educated at Whitgift School, Croydon and 
at Cardiff University, where he read music.  
On taking up his first teaching post at Wycliffe College he had 
the opportunity to direct the well-established Capella Singers, 
broadening its scope to include chamber performances of 
large-scale works. In 1974 Richard moved to Lady Manners 
School. He directed Baslow Village Choir for a few years 
before, in 1977, offering an evening class in Bakewell for 
those wishing to learn choral singing. From this the Choral 
Society developed, Richard being its first conductor from 
1978 to 1999. After a break of four years, he returned to direct 
the Society in September 2003 until forced by ill-health to 
retire early in 2012. Choral music was Richard's chief musical 
interest, which he proudly traced back to years of work with 
The Royal School of Church Music. In 1996 he was awarded 
the honorary diploma ARSCM in recognition of his work 
directing residential courses for young choristers. Richard was 
awarded an MBE "For services to Education and to Music" in 
the 2007 Birthday Honours List. 
This appreciation comes from the website of the Bakewell 
Choral Society. 
 

Pat Brenchley (1946-54)  
The death of Pat Brenchley was recorded in the previous 
edition of OW News. His life and work are very fully recorded 
in a tribute by Messrs Donovan, Harper and Marshall in 
volume 46 (2011) of the Geological Journal of which he was 
Editor in Chief.  

The following appreciation is extracted from their longer 
work, with thanks. 
This volume celebrates the life and work of Dr. Patrick John 
Brenchley, widely respected 'soft rock' geologist and former 
editor-in-chief of the Geological Journal. Known to everyone 
as Pat, he is best known for his work on the Late Ordovician, 
linking mass extinction to the environmental changes 
associated with a short-lived 'glaciation in a greenhouse'. But 
his career included innovative contributions to stratigraphy, 
palaeoecology, volcanology, and physical and chemical 
sedimentology, usually with a strong slant towards the 
Ordovician, together with major joint texts on palaeoecology, 
and the geology of England and Wales. Pat's selfless 
contributions to the University of Liverpool, where he studied 
and worked for 35 years, were matched by his engagement 
with and service to the international geological community.                                                                                               
Pat Brenchley was born on July 8th, 1936.  He attended 
Whitgift School in Croydon and read natural sciences at 
Magdalene College, Cambridge after his National Service in 
the RAF. At Cambridge he was President of the Sedgwick 
Geological Society and, in 1959, graduated with a degree in 
geology and zoology. He was subsequently employed by the 
Field Studies Council, as deputy warden at Preston Montford 
Field Centre (1959-1961), where his duties included some 
basic lecturing and leading field classes in geology. He then 
moved in 1961to be a Demonstrator in the Department of 
Geology at the University of Liverpool, where he gained 
teaching experience. His first paper on the ignimbrites of 
Berwyns was published in the Geological Journal in 1964. He 
became an Assistant Lecturer in 1965. Pat carried out his 
Ph.D. research whilst a staff demonstrator at Liverpool, on the 
stratigraphy, palaeontology and volcanology of the Late 
Ordovician succession of the Berwyn Hills in North Wales. 
the Berwyns would be more useful. His Ph.D. was awarded by 
the University of Liverpool in 1966. 
Studies in North Wales and eastern Ireland on the remnants of 
Avalonia built a strong foundation to Pat's subsequent career. 
Throughout, Pat was an extremely conscientious and well-
liked teacher. He took great care in the preparation and 
delivery of his lectures and developed some very innovative 
'multidisciplinary' practical exercises. His immense research 
interests meant that at final year level he was able to 
contribute to initiating courses in palaeoecology, palaeo-
oceanography and palaeoclimatology, and the geodynamics of 
the Mediterranean. Pat was an excellent field teacher, and led 
field courses to many corners of the UK and Ireland. He 
supervised mapping and project students in Norway, Wales, 
Ireland, northern France and Scotland, as well as Dorset, 
Solway, Scarborough, Northumberland many of the classic 
areas of English geology.  
Although by no means a natural administrator, Pat played a 
significant role in departmental and faculty administration, 
serving on a wide range of university teaching and research 
committees, taking responsibility for departmental admissions, 
and serving as programme director for both geology and 
geology/geography degrees.  Pat served as an examiner and 
chief examiner on the Joint Matriculation Board between 1966 
and 1969. 
His abilities and experience as a university teacher together 
with his encyclopaedic knowledge of palaeontological and 
sedimentological processes were very obvious qualifications 
for the authorship, jointly with David Harper, of a textbook on 
palaeoecology, Palaeoecology: Ecosystems, Environments and 
Evolution.  
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Pat remained at Liverpool until his retirement, successively 
being appointed Lecturer (1968-1978), Senior Lecturer (1978-
1994) and Reader in Geology (1994). He formally took early 
retirement in September 1996, but was immediately re-
engaged as Senior Fellow from 1996-1999, enabling him to 
continue his teaching and research, but with much less 
administration. He was appointed an examiner to the National 
University of Ireland (the university colleges of Galway, Cork 
and Dublin) in 1989. Other external duties followed, for 
example, at the University of Leicester from 1994-1997. His 
wide-ranging knowledge and expertise was also frequently 
called upon when asked to act as external examiner for PhD 
theses in the UK and Ireland.   
Pat had a long association with the Geological Journal from its 
days as the Liverpool and Manchester Geological Journal to 
the fully fledged international journal of today. Pat served as 
editor-in-chief from 1982-1991 and book review editor from 
1991-2008, with spells as an associate editor. During his 
tenure he managed the journal's transformation from a 
regional bi-annual publication to a much more forward 
looking, quarterly and increasingly internationally respected, 
multidisciplinary journal. 
Pat was married to Barbara for 47 years and had four children 
and seven grandchildren.  In his early days Pat was a keen 
sportsman, and was still playing for the departmental cricket 
and rugby teams in his 40s. Despite the heart problems which 
caused him to take early retirement, he and his wife were keen 
travellers, often back packing round the world in the 1990s 
and early 2000s. After full retirement they moved to Cumbria 
where they played a significant role in their local community. 
Pat continued to carry out research and he returned frequently 
to Liverpool. Most of his time and energy in retirement, 
however, was spent on completion of the Geology of England 
and Wales, co-edited with Peter Rawson of University College 
London.  
 
John Felix (Staff 1957-86) 
John Felix taught for many years at the School and together 
with his colleague Henry Maslin started Modern Pentathlon at 
the School. The School was dominant in this sport for a 
number of years and produced numerous Blues and 
internationals. It was a delight to John that the sport has 
emerged as another great success story for the School in recent 
years. The following tribute by John Woodbridge comes from 
the British Modern Pentathlon Association website: 
"John Felix, who died on 5th February 2013, was instrumental 
in establishing junior Modern Pentathlon competitions in this 
country for the first time. As a young Mathematics teacher at 
Whitgift School in the late 1950s, he set up the Schools' 
Tetrathlon which, because of interest from the Combined 
Cadet Force in the competing schools, initially involved a 
prone rifle shooting event along with the fencing, running and 
swimming. John established the British Junior Championships 
at Whitgift School and, from the launch of the UIPM Junior 
World Championships in 1965, Whitgift School pentathletes 
were frequently represented in the British teams.                                                        
During the 1960s and especially the 1970s, John was always 
an official of some kind in the MPAGB. He was frequently 
Team Manager of the GB Junior Team and was the Chairman 
of the Selection and Management Committee. Sadly, he had a 
stroke in the early 1980s which brought early retirement and 
less involvement with MPAGB activites but, nursed by his 
wife, Doreen, who was herself the MPAGB's Administrative 
Officer for many years, he managed to live happily for some 

time to come. It was good to see them both taking an interest 
in the Whitgift Annual Pentathlon in recent years.              
John did a tremendous amount for Modern Pentathlon and his 
legacy can be seen most vividly in the extensive age group 
competitions of today which all began all those years ago with 
his initial enthusiasm." 

 
Victor Peskett (1927-36) 
Victor Peskett was Principal of 
Royal Belfast Academical 
Institution ("Inst") from 1959-
78. Inst is probably the leading 
school in Northern Ireland - it 
has certainly produced 78 
rugby internationals and 11 
British and Irish Lions!  

The school community was saddened to hear of the death of 
Mr Peskett, former Principal of RBAI, who died on 31 March 
2012. At a meeting of the Board of Governors on 23rd 
January1959, Mr. Stanley Victor Peskett, M.A., aged forty, 
was appointed to succeed Mr. Grummitt as Principal, from 
September 1959. The new Principal had been educated at 
Whitgift School, Croydon, and at St. Edmund Hall, Oxford, 
where he read English. He had a distinguished war record, 
having commanded the 1st Royal Marines Armoured Support 
Regiment during the Normandy landings in June 1944. He had 
also seen service in India and South-East Asia, and had retired 
from the army with the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. On his 
appointment to Inst, he was Senior English Master and Senior 
Housemaster at the Leys School, Cambridge.                                                                                                                     
 Victor Peskett's period as Principal (1959-1978), coincided 
with the 150th Anniversary celebrations, including a Royal 
Visit in May 1960, an enormous building programme over a 
five year period (1960-1965), important changes to the school 
curriculum and to the public examinations system. In addition, 
the strengthening campaign in favour of comprehensive 
education had to be countered, and voluntary school Principals 
were expected to take the initiative in this. At the same time, 
S. V. Peskett lead the school at a time of increasing civil 
disturbance after 1968 and, in particular, in the face of the 
serious terrorist bombing campaign in the city centre of 
Belfast in the 1970s which, inevitably, seriously impacted on 
the life of the school. Taken from the RBAI school magazine  
 

Will Peskett, son of Victor, and former colleague of the Editor 
of OW News, writes:  
The main milestones are: after school, he went up to St 
Edmund Hall, Oxford, to read English. He must have 
graduated in 1939 because he cast off academic garb for 
military uniform. In the Royal Marines he served in India, 
Java, Norway, Shetland (I can confirm the last bit because I 
found the footings of a gun emplacement that he constructed 
to fend off the Nazi hordes from entering Albion from the 
north) and Normandy. He reached the rank of Lt Col, the 
youngest RM at that rank. He received a couple of citations, 
one of which was for a device to help aim a Sherman tank, 
though why this didn't come as standard I could never 
understand. Victor led a group of tanks ashore on to Gold 
beach. A historian of the Marines' part in the operation noted 
of the moment of landing, 'LCT (landing craft, tank) 2345 was 
driven down to the east almost to Juno sector, coming to rest 
at Graye sur Mer. The men of the 1st Royal Marine Armoured 
Support Group were probably late getting back to their 
commanding officer Lieutenant Colonel Victor Peskett who 
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went ashore from an LCT on Jig sector, with, he once told me, 
a bottle of whisky strapped to the bumper of his jeep!' 
After the war, he got married and settled in Cambridge where 
he was appointed English master and then housemaster at 
Leys School. Four children were born in Cambridge. On 
retirement from Inst in 1978, Victor and his wife moved to 
Metfield, Suffolk where he pursued his abiding interests of 
history and community. He was a churchwarden; he 
campaigned to maintain the church fabric, restored its 
medieval clock and installed a new bell. He was treasurer (and 
driver) of the community bus. He served on various 
committees, one of which dispensed educational bursaries to 
local young people. He and my mother ran a vineyard and 
produced Suffolk wine (white; it was good stuff). He was 
interested in family and local history. This led to an annual 
exchange programme between villagers and residents of 
Medfield, MA, a US state that was originally populated by 
people from East Anglia. He also wrote  
a book on how the poor were helped in the village in the 18th 
century. 
 

Richard Tucker (1946-52) 
Dick Tucker died peacefully on 6th 
March 2012 at the age of 75. He was 
a very sociable and genuinely 
charming man with impeccable 
manners, who was never happier than 
when he was playing rugby, cricket 
and golf for the Old Whitgiftians. 
The affection in which he was held 
by his many OW friends was 
affirmed by the presence of so many 

at his funeral. Dick was the son, father and grandfather of 
OWs and was defined by his love of School, OWs and family 
- he was very happily married to Lis for over 50 years, who 
predeceased him by five months, and was a devoted father and 
grandfather. 
Dick flourished on the sports field at School (one report said 
"this charming sportsman could perhaps be less naughty and 
more focussed on lessons") and through National Service. His 
sporting prowess continued at Croham Road in cricket and 
rugby and at Croham Hurst Golf Club of which he was a 
member for some 60 years.  
Dick and Lis set up their own travel business, Elan Travel, an 
enterprise that suited his people skills: many loyal customers 
appreciated the personal touch that made the trip perfect. In 
retirement, Dick and Lis moved to Kingswood but he was 
often to be seen at the golf club or at Croham Road, where he 
was happy to support the teams and take his turn serving 
behind the bar. Retirement gave the chance of holidays which 
the pressures of running a business. His favourite destination 
was New Orleans and it was his delight to get to know the 
trumpeters Al Hirt and Pete Fountain whose music was played 
at the funeral. 
This tribute is taken from the address given at Dick Tucker's 
funeral by his son Warren (1973-80). 

 
Brief lives... 
 

Peter Leach (1945-52)  
Peter Leach, who has died at the age of 77, had a successful 
career as a mining engineer in South Africa. After Whitgift he 

went to London University where he studied metallurgy.  He 
married and moved to South Africa in 1957 where he took his 
first job at the Rustenburg Platinum Mine. Two years later he 
moved to Johannesburg as a metallurgist for SCAW Metals 
and in 1979 took overall charge of the Boksburg Foundry. In 
1996, Peter was received the A H Guy award for his 
outstanding services to the foundry industry. He took 
retirement in 2000 and moved to Plettenburg Bay, where he 
remained very active until his death. 
 
Brian Honey (1940-46) 
Brian Honey was an enthusiastic OW right up to his recent 
death at the age of 83. In the early 1950s he refounded the OW 
Musical Society (of which he had noted reports in the late 
19th century). The Society promoted some concerts, one of 
which was a fund raiser for the first electronic organ in Big 
School. It also had vocal and instrumental sections. There 
were a number of OW Musical Society Dinners but the 
Society faded out after Brian was married in 1958 and moved 
to East Grinstead. In the mid 1990s Brian took over from 
Geoff Stokoe the organisation of the OW Sussex Dinner: he 
held this post for some ten years before passing it on to Alan 
Cowing.  
 
Alan Carter (1945-51) 
Alan was a great supporter of OW sport, particularly rugby, 
and for over thirty years was the 1st XV Touch Judge. Always 
immaculate in his Club Blazer, Alan had everything under 
control, from the bucket of water and sponge, the oranges and 
basic medical supplies (there were no such luxuries as a First 
Aid person or Physio in the 1960s) to the precise directions for 
away fixtures.  
In more recent years he was a regular at the Rugby Spectators' 
Lunches and also at the various gatherings during the Cricket 
season. 
In his own quiet way Alan, who was 77, did   much for the 
Club, even though we teased him mercilessly over the years. 
This appreciation was written by Alan Cowing (1953-59) 
 
Gordon Roscoe (1953-61) 
The following tribute to Gordon Roscoe is by his wife Stella: 
I met Gordon when I was 19 and he was approaching his 21st 
Birthday. We had rather a long engagement as he was 
studying at UCL to become a Dental Surgeon. He had been 
building a Ford Special for many years before I knew him and 
when the car was eventually road worthy we had many an 
eventful outing, the longest journey being to Scotland. It was a 
tremendous achievement, I thought, but Gordon was a very 
modest man and rarely thought he had done anything out of 
the ordinary. 
He went into partnership in Streatham almost as soon as he 
had qualified.  A further surgery was then purchased, in 
Wallington and Gordon eventually ran alone, his partner 
having retired.  He was a kindly, considerate and helpful man, 
who treated families from one generation to another.  He was 
highly regarded: many of his patients live here in Ashtead and 
say how much they miss him. 
Gordon was a keen gardener and loved most outdoor pursuits.  
We have quite a variety of birds in our garden which we can 
see from the conservatory, and Gordon always had the 
binoculars to hand.  He taught me so much about nature.  He 
used to shoot at when at School, without ear defenders, and 
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thus was partially deaf for most of his life.  He loved playing 
golf and was a member of the RAC golf club and had recently 
started fishing again.  His Scottish grandfather had taught him 
how to fish and use a gun, when Gordon spent the summer 
holidays with his relatives in Scotland. 
He was extremely practical and could turn his hand to most 
things.  He was great at DIY, building wardrobes, shelves, 
cabinets etc.  He was always ready to help others out, was 
extremely willing and able and once he retired he became 
increasingly involved in local activities and was dependable 
and totally reliable. The number of cards and letters I have 
received, so many saying what a 'gentleman' and 'gentle man' 
he was is testament to just how much he was loved and 
respected. He was a wonderful husband, father and 
grandfather, with so much more to give.  He will be missed 
enormously by so many, none more so than his bereft wife. 

 
David Clarke (1949-54) 
The following tribute to David Clarke is by his wife Maureen: 
David Clarke died on 7 October 2012 at the age of 75. At 
School he was in Andrew's house and the RN section of the 
CCF. He did not excel at sport but was keen on rugby and, 
after leaving School, he was, with his school friends Ewan 
Kellas and David Hunt, one of the founders of Shirley 
Wanderers (now Croydon) rugby club. He later moved to the 
Old Purleians rugby club where he had a claim to fame as 
someone who managed to tackle the great international 
forward Andy Ripley!  
When he left School in 1954 he was 'articled' to Holland, 
Hammond and Cubitts to qualify as a Chartered Quantity 
Surveyor. His early career was interrupted by National Service 
in the Royal Engineers at Ripon which he enjoyed. 
He leaves a widow Maureen, two children Amanda and 
Matthew and two grandchildren Claudia (14) and Henry (12) 
who, along with other family and friends, miss a very devout, 
loving and modest husband, father, grandfather and friend. 
 

Barry Milborrow (1947-54) 
Barry Milborrow, BSc 
PhD DSc FLS FBiol, 
who has died at the age 
of 76, was another of 
the remarkable group 
taught by Drs Prime 
and Jones, so many of 
whom went on to 
academic success. 

They are known familiarly as 'Prime's People' and Barry, as a 
plant biologist, was certainly a man whose career reflected the 
passions of Cecil Prime. His expertise in this field was 
recognised by the extensive references to many well regarded 
academic papers, particularly those related to abscisic acid, a 
substance that controls seed dormancy, germination and 
response to stress. The Proceedings of the Phytochemical 
Group include several articles by Barry on biosynthesis and its 
control in plants. 
During a successful career he spent time in the Department of 
Biochemistry at Cambridge, where he took his PhD; his first 
degree had been at the University of London. In the early 
1960s he took up a post at the newly-founded Milstead 
Laboratory of Shell Research Ltd at Sittingbourne under the 
leadership of Popjak and Cornforth. From the mid 1970s he 
was based at the University of New South Wales of which he 
became an Emeritus Professor. His distinction in his chosen 
field was recognised by the award of the degree of DSc. 
Barry had a love of cameras and scientific instruments and in 
2007 donated to the Powerhouse Museum in Sydney a 
Hartridge reversion spectroscope dating back to 1937. This 
piece of equipment, of unique configuration, is associated 
with the work of Sir John Cornforth, Australian Nobel Prize 
winner, and Barry's early mentor. 
After School, Barry maintained contact with both Prime and 
Jones and, after Bob Jones died, continued to correspond with 
Dr Jones's sister, Goldwynne.  
  

 
 

“MEMORIES OF WHITGIFT” 
The Boys’ Own Tales... 
 

Without	  doubt	  the	  most	  eagerly	  awaited	  publishing	  event	  of	  2013	  is	  

the	  launch	  of	  Memories	  of	  Whitgift,	  compiled	  and	  edited	  by	  Peter	  Cox	  

(1955-‐64).	  This	  splendid	  volume	  of	  contributions	  and	  anecdotes	  from	  

OWs,	  plus	  photographs	  and	  items	  culled	  from	  The	  Whitgiftian,	  gives	  a	  

lively	  account	  in	  their	  own	  words	  of	  what	  life	  was	  like	  for	  boys	  at	  the	  
School	  for	  the	  century	  from	  1880.	  	  

Memories	  of	  masters,	  sport,	  the	  arts,	  war	  and	  peace,	  school	  lunches	  

and	  the	  facts	  behind	  the	  Great	  Desk	  Swap	  of	  1960	  are	  all	  there.	  The	  

book	  will	  be	  first	  available	  for	  sale	  at	  the	  Annual	  Dinner	  in	  May	  –	  and	  

no	  OW	  should	  fail	  to	  buy	  a	  copy.	  	  Hardback	  Price:	  £20	  plus	  p&p.	  
 

Secure	  your	  copy	  now	  from	  the	  Whitgiftian	  Association,	  Haling	  Park,	  
South	  Croydon,	  CR2 	  6YT   TEL 	   :	  020 	  8688 	  9222	   	  FAX	   :	  E-‐mail : 	  of fice@whitg i ft ianassoc iat ion.co.uk



For further details on 

full, weekly or flexi-

boarding, please contact 

the admissions office at 

boarding@whitgift.co.uk 

telephone 020 8688 9222

Whitgift School

Haling Park

South Croydon

CR2 6YT

(15 minutes to Central London, 

30 minutes to Gatwick)

www.whitgift.co.uk

excellent academic results 
more than 200 Oxbridge entrants in the past ten years · IB average score 39.3pts 

unrivalled sporting success
51 national titles in the past two years · 40 sports available

professional creative connections
concerts with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra

unsurpassed curriculum
IB, Bilingual IB, A Level or BTEC · ten languages offered, including Mandarin Chinese

exciting range of co-curricular activities
80 diverse clubs and societies from astronomy to wakeboarding

Whitgift. An outstanding education for over 400 years.

Boarding at Whitgift.

One of Britain’s finest independent day schools 

for boys – now with boarding places at age 13+

Founder's House, opening in June 2013, is an on-site, 
purpose-built boarding complex offering full, weekly 
and flexi-boarding.
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W H I T G I F T I A N  A S S O C I A T I O N  

WHI TGIF TIA N ASS OC IATI ON , H ALI NG P ARK , SO UTH CR OYDO N,  CR2  6YT 
TEL :  202  8688  9222   FA X :  E-mai l:  o f f ice@wh itg i f t ian as soc iat ion .co .uk 


