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he began by stating that the school suffered from the lack of any guiding 
conception of the aims of a curriculum, and he deplored the haphazard 

allocation of subjects in the Upper School; the methods of teaching 
and the textbooks were out of date; the visiting masters he regarded as 

inefficient, out of touch and expensive to employ; the standard achieved 
was too low, and the buildings and equipment were inadequate. 

f ro m s o a n d r e w’s  f i r s t  r e p o rt  to t h e  g ov e r n o r s ,  
1903 , p e r c y  164.

Two schoolmasters from different generations, the immensely popular Albert Watson, and Charlie 
Fisher, pictured before the First World War. Watson was killed by an Army lorry when cycling 

in 1920. Fisher, who wore a fresh carnation in his buttonhole every day, lost his only son in the 
Second World War.
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Andrew, Samuel Ogden (Soapy), 1903–27

the new headmaster SO andrew from hulme Grammar School in Oldham 
arrived to take over from Bob Brodie in January 1903. he was thirty-five. 
educated at Manchester Grammar School, he had a classics First from 

Oxford. his first report to the governors just ten days later left them in no doubt 
what he thought of the school he’d found. he proposed an Inspection by the 
Board of education, which took place in april and reported in July. they rec-
ommended among other things new labs, a gym, art rooms, changing-rooms 
and a dining hall. they praised andrew, who by then had himself drawn up 
a syllabus for each subject. he rapidly replaced ageing dead wood and poor-
value visiting teachers with a transfusion of new blood that included carter (the 
first full-time art teacher), cross, ellis, Fisher, Jones, Kitchener, Micklewright, 
Morgan and Snell. they provided the expertise and ‘youthful vigour’ that the 
Inspectors had demanded. Kitchener, and andrew himself, wrote textbooks, as 
did three later arrivals: ceppi, Mainwaring and paine. the last two would be 
killed in the First World War.

Before the First World War andrew experimented with success with the direct 
method of teaching ancient languages as well as modern. Sadly it was brought to 
an end by the war, in which those most closely concerned with the experiment lost 
their lives. In those early pre-war days he also introduced a house system. [cross’s, 
Dodd’s, Mason’s and tate’s were the first four, named after their housemasters.] 

the spectacle this morning, of a dozen youngsters of the Whitgift School, croydon, 
thoroughly enjoying their representation, in fluent Latin, of Ovid’s Birds at the Funeral 
of Corinna’s Parrot, and needing little aid from their master, Mr WL paine, was some-
thing of a shock to an onlooker, who had imagined Modernism had jettisoned Latin 
and Greek. It was evident that these boys had been taught by a new method, for this 
is only their second year at Latin.  Daily News, December 1913.

SO Andrew in 1914 with some of his top masters. From the left Andrew, Dodd, Ellis, Balley, Smith, 
Morgan. Four have given their names to the school’s houses.


