
Picture to come

The Outside World Breaks In 
– The Debates

chaPTer 16

Mr Wigram spoke on hitler. We thank the lecturer for his clear and 
almost thrilling account of hitler’s rise to the Dictatorship. although 

fired with enthusiasm, the Society accepts no blame for the burning of 
the reichstag during the same night.

This house would in no circumstances participate in a National War, by a 
two-thirds majority. ‘eight members conscientiously objected to voting.’

This house thinks hitlerism is not criminal lunacy, by a two-thirds 
majority. ‘This was the most successful debate of the term, with a record 

attendance of 71.’

r e p o rt  o f  t h r e e  d e b at e s  i n  t h e  whitg i f t i an  f ro m 1933.

A detail of a map of Croydon showing where the V bombs landed in 1944–5. The school, the 
white space centre-left, was unscathed, though over twenty fell within a two-kilometre radius 
of the school. The topics of school debates between the wars give a fascinating picture of how 

reluctant English society was to contemplate another war after the horrors of 1914–18.
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apart from during the two wars, there’s very little in the Whitgiftian to 
suggest that an outside world existed, apart from the occasional outside 
speaker and the reports of the Debating Society. These give some idea of 

the preoccupations of the time. Some topics came and went, like Irish home 
rule, and prohibition. Others recur down the years, such as co-education, and 
the teaching of classics. here’s a representative selection:

We took a very keen interest in party politics; during the General election of 1905 
– Tedder being rabidly Liberal – we were suitably decorated with coloured rosettes, 
and fierce arguments broke out about ‘chinese Slavery’ and other topics which 
seemed of such vital interest in those edwardian days.

1906  

This house applauds the successes of Liberalism in this country. 

1909 

This house rejects co-education, overwhelmingly.

This house disapproves of the ‘Socialistic tendencies of the day’, but narrowly. 

This house by a large margin decides the average schoolboy spent far too much time 
studying the classics. 

This house considers the government worthy of the nation’s confidence, but only 
by a single vote. 

This house believes mechanical inventions have decreased the happiness of mankind. 

This house does not believe the Suffragists are justified in adopting militant tactics. 

This house thinks the present hereditary system of the house of Lords should not 
be abolished. [Mr Dodd left the chair to speak in favour of retaining the Lords, and 
won narrowly.]

1910

This house considers a system of home rule for Ireland, subject to the supremacy 
of the english parliament, should not be introduced immediately. 

This house believes Members of Parliament should be paid – won by a single vote. 
[It was introduced in 1911, as an allowance to help working-class MPs.]

This house believes the railways should be nationalised. 

This house believes that aviation is worth the cost. ‘a somewhat surprising result’, said 
the Whitgiftian, its opponent declaring it ‘absolutely useless for practical purposes’. [In 
1909 the War Office had stopped any official support for heavier-than-air flight.]

This house considers strikes to be for the good of the State, won decisively. 


