
 
Annual General Meeting of Whitgiftian Association held on Zoom at  

7.00 pm on Monday 14th December 2020 
 
The President Richard Blundell took the chair 
 
In Attendance 
John Etheridge (Chairman), Andrew Gayler (Treasurer), James Goatcher (Secretary), 
Ian Munro, Henry Parritt, Jon Foley, Timothy Jackson, Nigel Bowthorpe, Peter 
Warren, David Freud, Nick Crane, Jonathan Higgins, Stuart Woodrow, Graham Tope, 
John Bentley, Chris Jenkins, Chris Wrigglesworth, Ian Watson, Ian Wray, Andrew 
Pickering, Alan Blok 
 
1)Apologies 
Stephen Brown, Dick Felix, Martin Ashby, Keith Lindblom, John Lindblom, Richard  
Bateman 
 
2)To confirm the Minutes of the AGM held on 9th December 2019 
Timothy Jackson asked as to what the “time scale going forward” referred to. The  
Chairman confirmed it referred to discussions with the school. 
 
The minutes were unanimously accepted 
 
3)Matters arising 
None 
 
4)To receive and adopt the Chairman’s Report 
The chairman John Etheridge read his report. This will be posted on WA site. He  
invited questions. 
 
Chris Wrigglesworth asked about the War Memorial Fund being used to fund a  
School boys cricket tour. It was confirmed it does not cover sports tours. 
 
Nigel Bowthorpe asked that all bodies work together going forward. He felt that the  
usage of the ground had changed. John Etheridge confirmed there has been no  
change in the grounds and that their usage is controlled by the 1950 conveyance. 
The freehold is held by Old Whitgiftian Trustees Ltd for the Whitgiftian Association 
which has 385 members plus 85 sports members together with 200 AMS members. 
Chris Wrigglesworth said on leaving school you became a member, Ian Wray 
confirmed this. Andrew Gayler says he has no records confirming or denying this 
membership status. 
 
John Etheridge confirmed he has given assurances to all the sports clubs that they 
will be consulted going forward. He also said that we were talking to the Foundation 
to offer them a chance to take Croham Road forward. John confirmed that all the 
sporting sections had been invited to join the Whitgift Sports Club board. 



Ian Munro asked about the Foundation’s restrictions under the Charities Act re 
developing Croham Road. John Etheridge said that we will not get something for 
nothing from the Foundation and any involvement by them will need to serve a 
broad interest above that of a few sports playing OW’s. 
 
John Etheridge explained how Whitgift Sports Club is constituted. Nigel Bowthorpe 
said that the Rugby Club is very profitable and the Cricket Club is broke. James 
Goatcher assured the meeting that all the sports clubs had paid their dues in full to 
WSC. 
 
Andrew Gayler suggested we adopt the report and this was unanimously agreed. 
 
5) There were no resolutions 
 
6) To receive and adopt the Statement of Accounts for the year to 31st August 
2020 
 
The accounts were presented by Andrew Gayler. They have not been agreed by the 
Independent Examiners. 
 
In future years the Sports Club’s accounts will be included as an abbreviated set of 
accounts. 
 
Chris Wrigglesworth asked about the future of the AMS. Henry Parritt asked about 
AMS having stopped in 2019. Andrew explained about the scheme and the 
accounting treatment going forward. 
 
The accounts were unanimously agreed 
 
7) To elect the President 
 
The committee proposed Richard Blundell and it was unanimously agreed. 
 
8) To re-elect the existing Vice Presidents 
 
Unanimously agreed 
 
9) To appoint the elected members 
 
John Etheridge, Andrew Gayler, Richard Bateman and James Goatcher were 
proposed and unanimously agreed 
 
10) To appoint the other members 
 
Alan Blok, Jonathan Higgins and Stuart Woodrow were proposed and unanimously 
agreed. 
 



11) Appointment of an Independent Examiner 
 
Andrew Gayler said that Hays Macintyre have resigned and the committee will need 
to appoint a new firm for the future. 
 
Unanimously agreed 
 
12) Any other business 
 
Chris Jenkins asked where to send a change of address to ? We pass the information 
onto the School but not vice versa. 
 
Chris Jenkins asked what the role of WAT is going forward. Graham Tope said that it 
is currently dormant having raised the funds to fund a bursary for a boy through 
Whitgift. WAT does not envisage raising more funds for bursaries. 
 
Ian Munro asked about giving going forward. 
 
Peter Warren asked if there was any information available to donors. 
 
Henry Parritt gave a report on the Veterans Rifle Club. Their President Bunny 
Branton (1930-8) died aged 100. Under Tier three and the current restrictions they 
have had to stop shooting. 
 
Ian Watson asked as the Rugby Club have not appointed a representative to the WSC 
board if the WA can appoint one. Alan Blok said they could not but hoped one will be 
appointed soon. 
 
Meeting finished at 20.57pm. 


