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F R O M  T H E  E D I T O R . . .   
 

HIS is the ninth edition of ‘Old Whitgiftian 
News’ and it takes us through the Whitgiftian 
Association and School years from the early 

part of 2014 to the first quarter of 2015 
  The School is in robust health: every year sees a 
huge number of candidates at all ages. For 2015 
entry there have been record numbers at 13+ and for 
the VIth form. The magnificent boarding house is a 
great attraction and is already full: the prospect of 
extending boarding capacity is alluring. Sport continues to be 
impressive with any number of national titles and 
international representatives in many of the over forty sports 
offered. The arts shine brightly, whether on stage, in concert 
or studio. Academic standards are very high and, although it 
is not the only criterion by which a school should be judged, 
it was very gratifying to note that the 2015 Oxbridge offers 
for Whitgift pupils comfortably outstripped all local and most 
national rivals: subject to achieving the appropriate grades, 
28 Whitgiftians are Oxbridge bound. That said, it is equally 
exciting to know that the current School Captain has been 
awarded a full scholarship to Princeton - and he is an 
international track and field athlete as well! 
  The year 2014, of course, marked the centenary of the start 
of the First World War and the nation has shown its very 
proper remembrance of this terrible conflict, perhaps most 
notably by the laying of ceramic poppies at the Tower of 
London: among those who laid poppies were representatives 
from the School recalling among the fallen those OWs who 
died. The School also had a most impressive Remembrance 
Day service on 11 November with the whole School and 
numerous OWs (some 1,800 people) assembled in the sports 
hall. Film, photographs of fallen OWs and readings made this 
a memorable and moving occasion - one reading was by a 
current Whitgiftian, Edward Carter-Pegg, whose great-
grandfather's brother, an OW like numerous members of the 
family, died on the Somme at the age of 19. Another reader, 
Jake Unwin, is a member of staff whose OW great-
grandfather survived the War. The sense of continuity and the 
Whitgift family was very powerful. 
 

 
 
A principal objective of the Whitgiftian Association is 
to help foster friendships made at School and 
maintained over the years and indeed to renew and 
extend friendships through reunions and other 
gatherings. The durability of Whitgiftian bonds is 
witnessed in a note received from the son of an OW 
recently deceased whose obituary is printed in this 
OW News: "I am letting you know that my father, 
Peter G. Andrews, alumnus of Whitgift from the 

1930s, passed away in June. I understand that you were also 
recently sent the obituary for John Little. My father and Dr. 
Little were long time friends first introduced at Whitgift, 
keeping in touch over 80 years and two continents, and 
passing away within weeks of each other, both at the great 
old age of 94. Dad regarded Whitgift highly, spoke of it 
often, with much fondness and appreciation for his time 
there". That friendship was maintained while their careers 
continued in the United States and the UK.  
  The friendship of Eric Lovatt and Bishop James Roxburgh 
is referred to in the obituary of Eric Lovatt. During a 
telephone conversation not long before James Roxburgh died, 
I mentioned Eric Lovatt; he responded that their paths had 
diverged but since the War they had spoken at least once a 
week. Paths may diverge but friendships can and do survive. 
  Most OWs who attend reunions find that friendships, 
perhaps suspended by circumstance for half a century, are 
renewed almost immediately and conversations are taken up 
as though one of the participants had merely stepped out of 
the room for a few minutes. There is little doubt that having 
the Whitgiftian Association office at the School helps in 
improving communication as does a website which includes a 
wide range of news as well as information about forthcoming 
events. Thanks are due to those involved in the day-to-day 
running of the office and all that stands behind it.  
 

Do let us know what you have been doing for the last ten 
(or sixty) years by contacting the WA Office at the School.  
Terry Brown (1959-64) continues the role of Overseas 
Correspondent at t.brwn@blueyonder.co.uk.  
                        Nigel Platts 
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P R E S I D E N T S  
 
D A V I D  S T R A N A C K  &  S I R  K E I T H  L I N D B L O M  
 
The President for 2014 was David Stranack (1949-55) who writes as follows: 
“It was with some sadness that at midnight on 31st December I realised that I was no longer 
President of the Whitgiftian Association. It had been a fascinating year and, in fact, a lot more fun 
than I had anticipated. It was a great pleasure once more to become a regular visitor to the School at 
Haling Park, which is now the home of the WA office. The original 1930s buildings have been 
excellently preserved and are in immaculate condition, and the numerous extensions that have been 
added over the years successfully blend in with and complement the older parts of the School. 
  I felt it would be entirely appropriate if we once again used the School as the venue for the 2014 
Annual WA Dinner, rather than one of the many central London locations at which the event has 
been held in recent years. And I like to think this decision worked well. On the night of 13th June 
Big School looked absolutely splendid, and 100 guests - including 16 ladies - enjoyed a dinner of 
exceptional standard.  
  It is the President's privilege to attend a number of events at the School during the year and perhaps the highlight for me was the 
performance of Bernstein's West Side Story - a production of amazing quality by Whitgift boys and girls from Old Palace School. 
Another delightful evening was a concert based around the music of the television programme The Darling Buds of May. The 
evening was compèred with great style by Pip Burley, the Chairman of the WA, who also happened to be the executive producer of 
the original ITV programme. 
  The WA, having developed from its predecessor organisation, the Old Whitgiftian Association, is still a relatively new body. But 
good progress is being made towards establishing the WA as one of the country's leading 'old boys' associations. I use inverted 
commas around 'old boys' because it is my belief that in the future the WA will eventually become the focal point for anybody and 
everybody who has an interest in and an enthusiasm for Whitgift School. 
 

The President for 2015 is Sir Keith Lindblom 
Sir Keith Lindblom was born in 1956, and is now a High Court judge. He is the son of John 
Lindblom, who was President of the OWA in 1992. He went to Whitgift in 1966, starting 
unpromisingly in Lower IB, left in 1974, and went on to read Modern History at St John’s College, 
Oxford. He was called to the Bar of England and Wales in 1980, and later the Bar of Northern 
Ireland, the Hong Kong Bar and the Bar of the Turks and Caicos Islands. He was appointed Queen’s 
Counsel in 1996, and a Bencher of Gray’s Inn in 2003. He became a judge and was knighted in 
2010, and is now President of the Lands Chamber and lead judge of the Planning Court. He has been 
active in the life of the OWA and WA for many years, having played rugby for the OWRFC in the 
1980’s and served as Chairman of the Haling Park Committee in its early days. He is married to 
Fiona, has four children – a son and three daughters, and lives in London and in Hardy country in 
Dorset. He is, we think, the first President to follow in his father’s footsteps.   

 
 

R E U N I O N S  
 

 
 
WA Annual Dinner 
The WA Dinner for 2014 was held at School on Friday 13 
June. Despite this inauspicious date, the weather was fine and 
a splendid evening was enjoyed by some 100 OWs. For the 
first time the gathering included a number of ladies. Big 
School was transformed into a splendid dining venue to which 

was added nostalgia. The School looked superb, a revelation 
to some making their first visit for many decades; the food, 
too, was of very high quality - more Master Chef than Ma 
Henry. Speeches were made by the President, David 
Stranack, Clive Doig (1950-56), who gave an entertaining 
resumé of his career as a BAFTA award winning television 
producer, Ian Watson (1960-67) whose reminiscences of 
school days were hilarious and the Headmaster, whose 
overview of activities and success was, as ever, truly 
astonishing and gave the audience a sight of how the School 
continues to flourish. 
 
Old Whitgiftian Achievement Award - Lt Col 
James Coates OBE 
The inaugural Achievement Award Dinner was held on 
Saturday 29 March 2014 in Big School, in honour of Lt Col 
James Coates (1981-1988). James Coates commanded 3rd 
Parachute Regiment in the northern Nad-e Ali region of 
Helmand Province from 2010-12 where he implemented a 
new counterinsurgency strategy Precision Strike. The strategy 
successfully dismantled local insurgent networks by 
combining high-level intelligence, the latest surveillance 
technology and the use of precision missile attacks to
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Lt Col James Coates receiving his award from WA President, David Stranack 
 

target Taliban command with minimal civilian casualties. As a 
result, Nad-e Ali was handed over to the Afghans in August 
2013. 
Responding to the presentation of the Award by WA President 
David Stranack, Lt Col Coates said: "I owe so much to 
Whitgift for shaping me and providing the opportunities that 
led me to where I am today. I feel honoured to be here again. 
It's great for me to be able to set 3 PARA's last tour in 
Afghanistan into context and to highlight the extraordinary 
work of our soldiers as combat operations draw to a close this 
year. The tours were team efforts and I shall never forget the 
courage, commitment and deep professionalism of everyone 
involved". 
Lt Col Coates' strategy attracted the attention of US General 
David Petraeus, Commander of ISAF (International Security 
Assistance Force) and US Forces in Afghanistan, who said 
that James' tactics were "a most impressive way to do 
business". Lt Col Coates was awarded the OBE in 2011. His 
citation read "He set the benchmark across the whole of ISAF 
in Afghanistan as the exemplar in exploiting the emerging 
surveillance technology". 
Since leaving Whitgift in 1987 and returning to the UK, James 
has been a regular visitor to the School and a great supporter 
of the School's Combined Cadet Force. 
The evening raised £3,000 for the Afghanistan Trust, a charity 
that helps rebuild the lives of soldiers who return from 
Afghanistan after sustaining serious injuries. Among other 
tributes made at the dinner was a video message from General 
Sir Peter Wall (1965-73), Chief of the General Staff. 
 

Darling Buds of May Concert 
The evening of Friday 10th October 2014 brought a truly 
unique event to Big School: a concert of music from the hit 
TV series The Darling Buds of May presented by Old 
Whitgiftian and WA Chairman, Pip Burley, who was 
Executive Producer of the show and composer of much of the 
music including the theme tune which won an Ivor Novello 
Award. The School's Chamber Orchestra was supplemented 
by members of the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra - a 
wonderful learning experience for the boys.  
Pip talked the audience through the creation of the series, the 
discovery of the now superstar, Catherine Zeta-Jones, and 
invited special guests to talk about their memories and 
experiences of the production. He was joined by Barrie Guard 
Musical  Director  and  co-composer  of  the  TV show's music 
and   by   actress   Abigail   Rokison   (daughter  of  OW  Ken,  

 

 
Phil Winter conducting with Pip Burley at the piano 
Rokison QC), who played Primrose in the second series.  
Whitgift's Director of Orchestral Music, Mr Philip Winter, 
also joined Pip for an interview and was complimented on the 
extremely high standard of performance. Much to Pip's 
delight, the orchestra was the largest ever to play the show's 
music and included a percussionist who had played on the 
original recording. It was a truly magical evening, long to be 
remembered by all who had the pleasure of attending. 
 

Four Musketeers Dinner  
With a combined service of over 170 years to the School, four 
retired masters, all in their 80s, basked in the adulation of their 
former pupils at a dinner held on 25 March  2014 in the newly 
refurbished Bowthorpe Room at the Whitgift Sports Club.  
More than 100 OWs aged between 35 and 75 gathered to 
celebrate  the  careers  of  Ken Nicholas,  Bob Schad,   John 
Branston and Dick Glynne-Jones. Pip Burley, Chairman of 
the WA, said "It must be very unusual, if not unique, for a 
group of pupils, some now well into their seventies, to be able 
to join together to acknowledge the debt we owe to four fine 
schoolmasters. They touched our lives and - for better or for 
worse - influenced the way we are today. Those years did 
indeed seem 'golden' and we hope that these four indomitable 
characters share the same affectionate memories of us as we 
do of them".  
Those present enjoyed a French-themed dinner prepared by 
resident Chef Richard Woodall. A highlight of the evening 
was a video tribute by celebrated OW actor, Martin Jarvis 
filmed in his home in Hollywood. Other tributes came from 
retired Headmaster, David Raeburn and multi award winning 
OW author, Neil Gaiman.   In his toast, the distinguished OW, 
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John Branston addresses his fans and admirers   
Sir Jeremy Cooke QC, said: "These men shaped our lives and 
we are lucky to have this opportunity to say 'thank you'". At 
the end of the evening each 'musketeer' was presented with a 
framed cartoon of the quartet as a memento of a special and 
moving occasion. 
 

Sportsman's Lunch  
 

 
On Saturday 11th October, over 30 OWs spanning an age 
range from 19 to 90 gathered for champagne in the Sixth Form 
Centre before enjoying a delicious lunch in the Old Library. 
As always, the food and service were exceptional. The 
company was tolerable too! 
After lunch, the party moved to Big Side to watch the 1st XV 
finish off John Fisher with a very satisfying 38-10 win. Great 
tries were scored by Young, Kulenicz, Patton and Gallagher 
and there were three conversions and four penalties from 
Hogg.  
Thanks go to Richard Blundell, Nick Somers and Sam Barke 
for the organisation of this popular annual event. 
 

Senior Prefects' Dinner 
It has become a WA tradition to welcome the School's Senior 
Prefects for supper at the start of the new academic year. 
Stefan Amokwandoh, Captain of the School for 2014-15 and 
eight Senior Prefects joined Old Whitgiftians Nick Somers 
(1984-89), Sam Barke (2000-05), Andreas Dracoulis (1991-
96), Dom Edwards (1988-96 and a Whitgift Senior House 
Master) and David Stranack (WA President) for a curry 
supper at Whitgift Sports Club on Friday 3rd October. It was a 

pleasure also to welcome Richard Martin, the School's Deputy 
Proctor and Assistant Head of 6th Form.  
The evening provided an opportunity for the WA to tell the 
current Whitgiftians what the WA can do for them, both now 
and in years to come, and for the boys to tell OWs what they 
would like their alumni association to do for them. 
Overwhelmingly, the boys reported that they would welcome 
the opportunity to use the OW network for careers advice, 
work experience or intern placements. If you might be able to 
help, contact the office at office@whitgiftianassociation.co.uk. 
 

 
 

 

R E G I O N A L  D I N N E R S  &  
R E U N I O N S  

 

Oxford Dinner 2014 
The bi-annual Oxford Dinner was held this year on 2nd 
October at Jesus College.  
We began with pre-dinner drinks in the very beautiful setting 

of the Harper Room 
with its handsome 
panelling (and no 
steps!), ideal to get us 
off to a sociable start.  
Dinner was then 
served in Hall with all 
in attendance seated at 
High Table, under the 
gaze of Queen 
Elizabeth I, engend-
ering a magical, 
intimate atmosphere. 
The food was excellent 
and widely applauded 
(the curly kale was a 

welcome "first" for me), served smoothly and elegantly 
through-out. The highlight, however, was un-doubtedly past 
Headmaster David Raeburn's (left, above, with David 
Stranach and Graham Leeke) thoughtful speech, although 
really it felt more like an intimate, donnish chat. He began 
with reference to Peter Cox's book, "Memories of Whitgift", 
to introduce his perception of Whitgift in transition, moving 
onto his personal educational philosophy. Everyone was 
totally attentive, and appreciative.   
As the company became increasingly mellow, various 
attendees took turns to pipe up. WA Chairman, Pip Burley, led 
a chorus of Carmen and Professor Paul Wordsworth 
volunteered to organise the next dinner; his idea being at 
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Green Templeton (of which he is a Fellow) which would 
allow an in-term event, which we would hope might appeal to 
OWs currently studying at Oxford. 
After prompting by WA President David Stranack, we 
repaired to the King's Arms, where the mellow atmosphere 
continued. It was altogether a memorable evening, which was 
followed by widespread enthusiasm for another Oxford 
Dinner soon! Thanks to Alistair Lack for his help organising. 
Graham Leeke (1948-56) 
 

Sussex Dinner 

 
 

Over forty Old Whitgiftians and their wives and partners met 
for dinner, drinks and memories at the Birch Hotel in 
Haywards Heath on the evening of Friday 24 October 2014. 
The terrific venue was perfect for the needs of the Sussex 
contingent; easy to get to, with splendid service and delicious 
food. 
Alan Cowing, who had gone to great lengths to organise such 
a fine gathering of Old Whitgiftians, welcomed those present 
including particularly guests Julian Kennedy-Cooke (Master 
1953-89) and Dick Glynne-Jones (Master 1955-95) and two 
OWs who had flown all the way from Canada to attend the 
event: Shaun Cashman (1951-58) and Peter Webb (1950-
56).  
Alan was followed superbly by WA President, David Stranack 
who delivered a description of the various WA events that 
have been held during the year of his Presidency and updated 
those who were not aware of the numerous benefits now 
available to WA members (whilst giving those who had not 
yet signed up a gentle nudge to do so!)  
Thanks go to Alan Cowing for organising such a great 
evening. 
 

O T H E R  R E U N I O N S   
Prefects 1963-64 
The recent tradition of fiftieth anniversary lunches for Prefects 
continued with lunch at (also a traditional venue) the Horse 
and Groom in Belgravia. Perhaps it was the date, 17 January 
2015, perhaps it was that potential attendees were far flung - 
three in North America alone - but we had a smaller turnout 
than previous years. With a last minute cry off from John 
Rawlings we were eleven in number under the chairmanship 
of Peter Cox, who had organised the event shortly after 
undergoing heart surgery: of stern stuff we were half a century 
ago! It was a jovial occasion with reminiscences, extracts from 
Peter's book Memories of Whitgift and an update on School 
matters from Nigel Platts. While there was recognition all 
round, the prize for the most changed went to John Woodland: 
how did a stocky prop forward become a lean, vegetarian  

 

 
Back row: David Earl, Ian Munro, Angus Hislop, Andrew 
Jukes, Paul Clarke, Nigel Platts Front row: John Woodland, 
Peter Kelly, Peter Cox, Alastair Lack, Roger Bibby 
consultant rheumatologist? If we knew we would all go to the 
surgeon who provided the whole body transplant! A great day 
and we shall be meeting again without a fifty year delay. Peter 
Kelly even volunteered to organise the next Prefects' Reunion 
for those who qualify. 
Nigel Platts (1955-64) 
 

"Old Codgers" Reunion 

 
John Whybrow, Ted Ault, Malcolm Tilley and Brian Bunclark  
After months of e-mails around the world, a small bunch of 
octogenarian OW's managed to meet up for nostalgic gossip at 
a couple of West Country locations in December 2014. The 
participants came from Cornwall, Devon, Scotland, South 
Wales and South Africa so there were many logistical hoops 
involved. The trigger for the escapade was that the wife of my 
best man, John Whybrow (1944-53), had never had the 
pleasure of experiencing a Christmas in the Northern 
Hemisphere. 
John and his wife Sue came from South Africa to Cornwall 
(via Westerham and Dublin) to stay for five days with my 
wife Iona and me. It was a great reunion as we had not seen 
each other since they stayed with us at our home on Exmoor in 
June 2003 and before that when we stayed with them on our 
1997 South Africa tour. 
The four of us met for lunch, on the middle day Wednesday 
17th, with David Dornom (1945-49) and his wife Paddy 
(from Crediton, Devon) at The Jamaica Inn on Bodmin Moor. 
This was voted a great day despite appalling weather which 
rather dampened the views. It transpired that John and David 
had not met since they had, metaphorically speaking, bumped 
into one another on the high seas around 1954. This was while 
John was engineering his National Service and David was 
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earning his crust as a proper matelot. After doing the local 
delights, The Lost Gardens of Heligan and the wonders of 
Mevagissey, especially the book shop (run by Liz Hurley - no 
not that one) we four crammed our luggage into our Yeti on 
the Friday and headed for the Crown at Crucis near 
Cirencester. Here we were joined by Edward (Ted) Ault 
(1944-51) and his wife Nancy from Kidwelly, 
Carmarthenshire and also Malcolm Tilley (1945-51) all the 
way from Edinburgh. And yes, after the initial shock we did 
recognise each other! 
And so began a weekend of reminiscences and even the 
production of an ancient photograph by David of three weedy 
characters on Big Side in their first long trousers in 1947. 
Malcolm is sure that he had not seen David since they met in 
Yokahama in 1963 and that he and I had not met since 1953 at 
my parent's home in Purley. 
By the Sunday we had to say farewell to the Aults back to 
South Wales and the Whybrows to their relatives in nearby 
Cirencester. On the Monday we delivered Malcolm to 
Cheltenham railway station en route to his family Christmas 
and we returned home to Cornwall. 
It was unanimously agreed that we all had a really wonderful 
time. The only fly in the ointment was the serious colds that 
swept through everyone, although perhaps the viruses were 
not sufficiently impeded by the contagious urge to drink out of 
wet glasses. 
Brian Bunclark (1945-51) 
 

Upper Fifth 1952-53 reunion 
Our 2014 Reunion was held last November and, as the year 
before, we were again a cricket team's worth of attendees*. 
Our 12th man, via Skype, was Dr Alan Stocks from Brisbane, 
Australia and the umpire for the day was our Honorary 
Member, Head Chef and hostess extraordinaire Angela 
Warren! 
We are pleased to report that the scoreboard has continued to 
tick over for us all and no one has had to retire hurt. 
Conversation flowed at the lunch interval and did so with such 
dedication that no one thought to take a team photo. So sorry 
but we must draw stumps on this account of another most 
enjoyable occasion, look forward to our 63rd Anniversary 
fixture this coming November and sign-off:  
Yours invisibly, 
Peter Warren (1947-56) per pro Superior Quinti 1952-53.  
The team: Ron Bernard, Roger Brasier, Ian Brown, John 
David, Brian Halfacre, John Hamilton, Kenneth Rokison, 
John Sutcliffe, John Trott, John Webb and your scribe.  
 

 

 

OWs should remember that small group reunions are well 
worthwhile. The WA will always be happy to help with 

contact addresses. 
 

 
 

W H I T G I F T  A N D  T H E  F I R S T  W O R L D  W A R  -   
A  H U N D R E D  Y E A R S  O N  

 

 
 

The School's Remembrance Day service on 11 November 
2014 was a fitting tribute to the enormous sacrifice made by 
so many Whitgiftians in the First World War. Although we 
focus on those that died, we should not forget that a far wider 
Whitgift family was involved: some 1,300 OWs returned from 
the War, perhaps wounded or traumatised, certainly changed; 
countless relatives and friends were affected. This was the first 
time that all members of society had direct contact with the 
consequences of war. In 1978, when the OW Cricket Club 
celebrated its centenary, perhaps the most revealing part of the 
research was looking at team photographs - the team of 1920 
included many of those from 1914 but the faces had changed 
far more than might have been expected over a period of six 
years. So, as we acknowledge those who died, we should 
remember all Whitgiftians of a century ago. 
 

OW Fallen of the First World War -  
August 1914-March 1915 
Of some 250 OWs who died on active service during the 
Great War, thirteen were dead by March 1915. The deaths 

were principally in Flanders during what is known as the First 
Battle of Ypres, but there were also deaths in the North Sea, 
Coronel off the coast of Chile and in British East Africa, 
whilst one man died during initial training. 
It is quite surprising that from a school from which few joined 
the services, no less than five (three army and two navy) of the 
dead were regulars while another was a long standing 
reservist. The slaughter of the Western Front is the most 
familiar image of the Great War, yet this tends to minimise the 
dramatic impact of naval actions: Roome, who died on HMS 
Aboukir, was one of 527 members of the crew who were lost, 
whilst Trounson was on HMS Good Hope which was lost with 
all 919 crew. The actions where Roome and Trounson died 
were disasters for the Royal Navy, whilst Dickson's death in 
East Africa was during the first of many serious failures in 
that little known area of operations. 
Some might be surprised that eight of those killed were 
privates - however all but one were young volunteers who had 
joined up at the outbreak of war and were in "fashionable" 
regiments from which they would probably have expected to 
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progress to commissions. Private Coldwells, for example, had 
five brothers, four of whom were commissioned. The odd one 
out, John Hooke, had served as a young man in the Boer War 
and then, like many of his generation, had gone to seek a new 
life overseas. 
Three OWs were killed on 1 November and another died of 
wounds received possibly on that day: three were at Ypres and 
one at Coronel - none was older than 20.  
The Coldwells family lost three sons and the Warner family 
two during the War - they had already faced loss before the 

end of 1914.  
This poignant portrait of 
Graham Trounson comes from 
the collection of the National 
Maritime Museum. He died in 
the naval disaster at Coronel in 
November 1914 - he was just 17 
years old. 
Private Leonard Coldwells - 
London Scottish, aged 20. He 
was killed at Ypres on 1 
November 1914 and was one of 
six OW brothers who served in 
the army. Two of his brothers, 

2nd Lt C A (Royal Field Artillery) and 2nd Lt F B 
(Devonshire Regiment) were also killed in 1915 and 1916 
respectively. Lt A C (Royal Fusiliers), Captain E G (Leinster 
Regiment) and Rifleman H J (Queen's Westminster Rifles) 
survived. 
Lieutenant Cyril Dickson - Loyal North Lancashire 
Regiment, aged 25. A regular officer and Cambridge classics 
graduate, he was killed at Tanga, British East Africa (now 
Kenya) on 4 November 1914. 
Private Adrian Drysdale - Honourable Artillery Company, 
aged 21. He joined the HAC in August 1914 and was killed at 
Kemmel on 30 January 1915. 
Private Harley Duff - London Scottish, aged 18. He was a 
student studying to enter what is now Imperial College and 
was killed at Ypres on 1 November 1914. 
Private John Hooke - Australian Imperial Forces, aged 36. A 
veteran of the Boer War, he joined the Australian army in 
1910 as an instructor, then volunteered for the AIF, went to 
Egypt and died there on 7 March 1915. 
Private Alan Maclean - London Scottish, aged 20. He died 
whilst a prisoner of war from wounds received at Ypres in 
November 1914. 
Private Christopher Radley - 1st Surrey Rifles, aged 33. He 
died on 8 September 1914during initial training. 
Fleet Paymaster Phillip Roome - Royal Navy, aged 42. He 
was a regular officer (rank equivalent to Commander, RN) 
with twenty five years service. He was lost on HMS Aboukir, 
a Cressy class cruiser, sunk with HMS Cressy and HMS 
Hogue by U Boat U9 on 22 September 1914 while on patrol in 
the North Sea. Of the crew of some 700, 527 were lost. 
Lieutenant Harold Tagg - Middlesex Regiment, aged 21. He 
was a regular officer, was mentioned in despatches, and was 
killed near Bethune on 14 October 1914. 
Midshipman Graham Trounson - Royal Navy, aged 17. He 
was lost in the sinking of HMS Good Hope in the Battle of 
Coronel on 1 November 1914. There were no survivors from 
HMS Good Hope or from her sister ship HMS Monmouth. He 
was the son of an OW. 

Rifleman Reginald Tucker - Queen's Westminster Rifles, 
aged 23. He was killed in the Ypres salient on 4 December 
1914, the first of his regiment to be killed. 
Sergeant Evan Warner - London Rifle Brigade, aged 34. He 
was a long standing reservist and was killed in the Ypres 
salient on 11 December 1914. His brother 2nd Lt A (London 
Rifle Brigade) was killed on 1 July 1916. 
Private Cuthbert Young - London Rifle Brigade, aged 24. 
He was killed on 5 March 1915 by a sniper in the Ypres 
salient while carrying despatches from the front line to 
headquarters. He was a Surrey county rugby player.  
 
OW Rugby Club tribute  
 

 
A team of ten Old Whitgiftian Rugby Club members paid an 
emotional, humbling and poignant visit in July 2014 to the 
graves of 31 OW players who lost their lives in the First 
World War in Northern France and Belgium. Covering more 
than 750 miles across 25 burial sites in just four days, the 
group laid poppy wreaths at each grave. A specially 
commissioned Gilbert rugby ball, based on the design used in 
1914 and featuring the names of the 40 players, was also 
placed at each grave. The trip was organised to coincide with 
the centenary of the outbreak of the War after it was spotted 
on the clubhouse Honours Board that Tom Hipsey had just 
equalled the eight season record of Frank Benton as the 
longest serving 1st XV Captain. 2nd Lieutenant Benton's 
tenure as skipper ended in 1914 and further research revealed 
that he was killed in action at Delville Wood in 1916. His 
name is inscribed along with 39 other OWs on the memorial 
board at the Whitgift Sports Club entrance. 
The Commonwealth War Graves Commission supplied 
precise locations for each grave allowing full and effective 
planning of the trip. However, learning more about each 
player was a central feature of the visit. School archivist 
William Wood provided information about each rugby club 
member to die during the conflict including details of their 
school record, military service and death. The School's records 
revealed that many of the players were recognised for their 
bravery in battle with three Military Crosses and one 
Distinguished Service Order awarded as well as seven soldiers 
mentioned in Dispatches - a harrowing, but inspiring tale of 
Whitgiftian bravery. Each soldier's tale was shared with the 
group at his grave before a minute's silence, which was broken 
with the words "We will remember them". 
In total, 40 players from the rugby club gave their lives. The 
other Old Whitgiftian rugby players who lost their lives in the 
First World War are buried in far flung locations including 
Egypt, Gallipoli and Jerusalem. The 40 OWRFC players who 
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died in WWI had an average age of 26. Frederick Foot (died 
from his injuries, 11th March 1919) was the oldest at 38, 
while Albert Flower (Killed in Action, 11th March 1916, 
Arras) and Kenneth Greenaway (Killed in Action, 27th 
November 1915, Gallipoli) were the youngest at just 19 years 
old. 
The rugby club's commemorations began on 3rd July with a 
memorial service at the School's War Memorial to remember 
all Old Whitgiftians who died in the First World War. The 
service was followed by a dinner in the School's Old Library  

attended by 50 OWs and guestsOne commemorative ball has 
been donated to the Rugby  
Football Union while another will be displayed at the 
OWRFC's headquarters at Whitgift Sports Club in Croham 
Manor Road, South Croydon. 
A short video of the trip was produced and shown at the rugby 
club lunch on 15th November, the match day nearest to 
Remembrance Sunday.                       
Jonathan Bunn (1980-88) 
 

 

O W S  I N  T H E  N E W S  
 

On 2 December 2014, The Daily 
Telegraph commemorated British 
losses in Afghanistan from 2001-
14. Among those listed was 
Captain Alex Eida (1987-94), 
Royal Horse Artillery, killed in 
action on 1 August 2006. His 
family commented "Alex lives on 
in anecdotes from friends and 
colleagues, questions and obser-
vations from our grand-sons, in 
songs on the radio and other 

things that trigger a memory. He had never been happier than 
when he joined the army". 
 

Dr Steven Gunn (1971-78), fellow 
and tutor in history at Merton 
College, Oxford, was the Ford's 
Lecturer in British History for 2015. 
This appointment requires the 
lecturer to give at least six public 
lectures in Oxford and is one of the 
most prestigious appointments open 
to historians. The first Ford's 
lectures were given in 1896/7 by S R 
Gardiner, the doyen of English 
constitutional history; since then many of the best known 
British historians including Maitland, Firth, Namier and A J P 
Taylor have held the position. Generally, the series of lectures 
forms the core of a significant subsequent book: many of these 
books have become classic and pioneering works of British 
history. Steven's subject was The English people at war in the 
age of Henry VIII. The lectures explored the century of 
military, political and social change that lay between Edward 
IV's invasion of France in 1475 in the afterglow of the 
Hundred Years War and Elizabeth I's attempts to shape a 
trained militia and a powerful navy to defend England in a 
Europe increasingly polarised by religion. 
 

James Meekings (1996-2001) and 
his two co-founders of Funding 
Circle were featured in the Sunday 
Times of 22 March 2015. Funding 
Circle, which enables savers to lend 
money straight to credit starved 
businesses, is anticipated to become 
one of the growing number of 
London based start-up companies 
valued at more than $1bn. Peer-to-

peer lending which matches savers with borrowers is in great 
demand among tech investors because they offer more 
competitive interest rates than high street banks. 
 

David Freud (1961-68) was the subject of an article in The 
Spectator of 28 March 2015 entitled ‘A credit to the nation - 
how Lord Freud saved welfare’. The 
piece by the political commentator Peter 
Oborne focused on Freud's work on 
reforming welfare and, in particular, the 
introduction of Universal Credit. Oborne 
praises his "quiet determination, long 
term vision, gentle humour and exquisite 
mastery of detail" but notes that these 
attributes have remained a "national 
secret". He points out that Lord Freud is 
not a party politician but is "one of those 
people who gives the public service a good name". 
 

An article entitled "In Darwin's Footsteps" by Jonathan 
Weiner, published in the New York Times of 4 August 2014, 
celebrates the work of Professor Peter Grant FRS (1947-55) 
and his wife Rosemary who have studied Darwin's Galapagos 
finches for the past forty years principally on the tiny 
uninhabited island of Daphne Major, the cinder cone of an 
extinct volcano which has cliffs running all around the base 
and has just one small spot on the outer slope flat enough to 
pitch a tent. Their goal, as they relate in their new book 40 
Years of Evolution was to study finches in the genus Geospiza 
- the birds that gave Darwin some of his first inklings of 
evolution by natural selection - and to try to reconstruct part of  
their evolutionary history. Instead, they made an amazing 
discovery. After several years of meticulous measurements, 
the  Grants   and   their   students   realised   that   the   finches'  
 

 
Peter and Rosemary Grant on Daphne Major, capturing and 
measuring finches: their work documented the evolution of 
finches in the genus Geospiza in real time.  
dimensions were changing before their eyes. Their beaks and 
bodies were evolving and adapting from year to year, 
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sometimes slowly, sometimes strikingly, generation after 
generation. The researchers were watching evolution in real 
time, evolution in the flesh. 
Darwin never dreamed that was possible. In the first chapter 
of "On the Origin of Species," he wrote that while natural 
selection is at work everywhere and always, "we see nothing 
of these slow changes in progress, until the hand of time has 
marked the lapse of age". The Grants discovered that Darwin's 
process was more powerful than he thought. Daphne Major 
turned out to be a perfect theatre for watching evolution in 
action - big enough to support many hundreds of finches, but 
small enough that the Grants and their students and assistants 
could band and recognise and measure almost every bird. 

In 1981 a strange finch 
landed on the island. He 
was a hybrid of the 
medium-beaked ground 
finch and the cactus finch. 
Hybrids are not unknown 
among Darwin's 13 species 
of finches, but are rare 

because although different species can mate they ordinarily 
choose not to. The Grants called this hybrid Big Bird. He had 
a strange song that none of the finch watchers had ever heard. 
His feathers were a rich, extra-glossy black. He had more 
tricks in his repertory than his neighbours: he could crack the 
spiky, troublesome seeds of the Tribulus plant, normally the 
food of the big-beaked ground finch, as well as small seeds 
favoured by the small-beaked ground finch. He could dine on 
the nectar, pollen and seeds of the cactus, which belongs to the 
cactus finch. Big Bird mated with a medium-beak on Daphne. 
Their offspring sang the new song of Big Bird. And slowly, 
Big Bird became a patriarch. He lived 13 years, a long time 
for one of Darwin's finches. His children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren all sang his song, and they were clannish. 
They roosted in hearing distance of one another on the slopes 
of Daphne Major and they bred only among their kind, 
generation after generation. Their lineage has now lasted for 
30 years and seven generations. The Grants are cautious about 
its prospects - "It is highly unlikely that we have witnessed the 
origin of a long-lasting species, but not impossible", they write 
- but other scientists are buzzing. "I think it's fantastic, the 
most exciting research finding I've read in the last decade," 
said Jonathan B. Losos, an evolutionary biologist at Harvard. 
According to Dr Losos "The Grants' work is possibly the most 
important research programme in evolutionary biology in the 
last half-century. It has reshaped both how we understand 
evolution and how we study it. Before their work, no one was 
trying to study evolution in action - now it seems that 
everyone is". 
The work of the Grants has been recognized by numerous 
awards in their field, including the 2009 Kyoto Prize in Basic 
Science, the 2005 International Balzan Prize and the 2008 
Darwin - Wallace Medal of the Linnaean Society which is 
awarded every fifty years. It is worth noting that the Nobel 
Prizes has no category for the study of evolution.  
The work of the Grants was also celebrated in a lengthy article 
in Princeton Alumni Weekly of 23 April 2014 - 
 

The award of an MBE to John Leech (1939-40) and his wife 
draws attention to the career of this remarkable man. John 
(Hans-Joachim Freiherr von Reitzenstein) was born into an 
aristocratic German family in 1925 and was educated initially 
at the Bismarck Gymnasium in Berlin. He came to the UK in 
1939 and joined the School, taking the name of the family 

with whom he stayed (his adoptive brother Hugh Leech 
(1932-40) became a Professor at Keele University but died 
young in the late 1960s). John started in civil engineering with 
Mouchel & Partners and then moved into international 
development finance with Commonwealth Development 
Corporation where he became Head of External Relations and 
a Member of the Management Board. John Leech has also 
been active in charitable organisations including the Royal 
Commonwealth Society for the Blind and the Duke of 
Edinburgh's Award International Association. It was, 
however, for the work which he and his wife, a concert 
pianist, have done to support young musicians through the 
Keyboard Charitable Trust for Young Professional Performers 
that John was honoured in the 2014 Birthday Honours. 
The March 2015 production (a "sparky production" according 
to The Independent) at the Royal Opera House of The Rise 
and Fall of the City of Mahoganny by Bertolt Brecht and Kurt 
Weill uses a new translation by Jeremy Sams (1967-74). 
 

Hugo Herman-Wilson (2004-12), a choral scholar at King's 
College, Cambridge, took a leading part in the 2014 Christmas 
broadcast of carols from the chapel of King's. He was the 
soloist in that most moving of carols Three Kings by Peter 
Cornelius. Hugo's brother Sam Herman-Wilson (2006-14) is 
a choral scholar at Christ Church, Oxford. Their father, Paul 
Wilson is a member of the School staff. 
 

An article in the November 2014 edition of the magazine Arts 
& Illustrators was devoted to the painting of Derren Brown 
(1981-89) - he explained his fascination with his hobby but 
illustrations of a number of his portraits indicated a level of 
expertise far beyond that of the mere hobbyist. Is there no 
limit to Derren's talents? 
 

Doug Wood (2009-2014) has written 
a piece of theatre entitled "The 
Beehive Phenomenon", which was 
staged in November 2014. The entire 
production is put together and 
performed by Whitgiftians, namely 
Doug Wood, Toby Fisher (2009-14), 
Liam Fernandes (2006-14), Raj 

Sukul (2006-14), Henry Parritt (2009- ) and Charles 
Sladdin (2011- ). 
Doug writes: "Absurd and unsettling, this is something not to 
miss! Be led to a secret location transformed into a desert war-
zone, and discover the forgotten stories of The Great War's 
African Front; the front where 'nothing was achieved, nothing 
was gained'. Following the lives of two British soldiers, the 
performance integrates installation, animation, and music to 
explore the themes of companionship, freedom, and the 
madness of war. Inspired by reports and the recollections of 
local residents, The Beehive Phenomenon asks how men can 
fight a war when they can't even find their allies let alone 
enemies. How can they push when they don't know what they 
are fighting for anymore?"     
 

Andy Duncan (1973-
80), who has recently 
been elevated to the 
position of Chief 
Executive of Camelot 
UK, operator of the 
National Lottery, was 
the subject of a lengthy 
interview in The Times 
of 22 November 2014. The article focussed on Andy's position 
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as a committed Christian involved with one of the world's 
biggest gambling companies. His response was that he felt no 
conflict running a business that lures punters with the faint 
hope of winning serious amounts of filthy lucre but admitted 
that he "thought long and hard" before joining Camelot as 
managing director of its UK division in 2011. He concluded 
that the National Lottery's focus on raising huge amounts of 
money for good causes by persuading people to spend a few 
pounds in the hope that "it could be them" was not at odds 
with his Christian values. "The way we do it is incredibly 

important. Lots of people playing a moderate amount is a 
responsible way to run the National Lottery and the benefit to 
good causes means it's good for society. For me, there is clear 
blue water between that and what the traditional gambling 
companies do. I personally feel very comfortable around the 
lottery space." 
 

The November interview followed a feature about Andy in The 
Sunday Times in June 2014 which included "The Life of Andy 
Duncan" 
 

 
H O N O U R S ,  A W A R D S  A N D  A P P O I N T M E N T S  

 

Queen's Birthday Honours 2014  
Knight Bachelor: Gerry Grimstone (1960-67), Chairman of 
Standard Life plc, for public service particularly to defence 
and business.  MBE: Hallam Carter-Pegg (1945-49), for 
services to young people in Croydon through the Scout 
movement.  MBE: John Leech (1939-40) for services to 
music and young musicians.  BEM: Roger Lambert (1953-
60)  for services to the community in Tiverton. 
Dr Anthony Seldon (Staff 1983-89), Master of Wellington 
College, was appointed Knight Bachelor.    
In the previous edition of OW News, the award of a BEM to 
Colin Gooderson (1962-69) was noted. Admirable person 
though he is, the award was not made to Colin but to Mike, his 
brother. Mike Gooderson (1962-66) received his award for 
services to young people and the community. An article in the 
Diss Express reported: "Mike formerly ran the Great Ormond 
Street Scout and Guide Group where he helped raised over £1 
million for the hospital's Wishing Well Appeal. He continued 
his involvement with the Scouts after moving to Norfolk 
where he set up a Scout and Guide unit at the Norfolk and 
Norwich Hospital, as well as the 46th Norwich Scout Group 
for severely disabled children. A former county commission 
and district commissioner, he has also been a trustee of the 
Scout Association and Chairman of the UK Scout Association, 
and as a long-standing magistrate, he is Chairman of the 
Norfolk Youth Panel." 
General Sir Peter Wall GCB, CBE, ADC (1965-73) - 
appointed an Honorary Fellow of the Royal Academy of 
Engineering 
His Honour Judge Philip Waller CBE (1964-71) has been 
appointed Chancellor to the Diocese of Portsmouth and was 
formally installed at evensong in Portsmouth Cathedral in 
January 2014. Every diocese in the Church of England has an 
ecclesiastical court, known as the Consistory Court, whose 

judge is the Chancellor. The 
Bishop appoints the Chancellor 
by Letters Patent, following 
consultation with the Dean of the 
Arches and the Lord Chancellor. 
After appointment, the 
Chancellor becomes an 
independent judge. The 
Consistory Court is one of the 
Queen's Courts and the authority 
of the Chancellor derives not 
from the bishop but from law. 
Much of the routine work that 
the Chancellor undertakes is 
centred on the exercise of faculty 

jurisdiction, which allows work to be carried out on 
consecrated churches and churchyards. Prior to taking on his 
new function, Philip was, for the previous 20 years, a judge 
specialising in family law, particularly child care cases, 
financial and property matters and probate and inheritance 
disputes.  
Sam Sharpe (1972-80) has been appointed Chief Financial 
Officer at Save the Children UK. Sam spent some twenty 
years in the Department for International Development, 
latterly as Head of the India Office.  
Professor Andrew Chesher FBA (1960-67), for many years 
Professor of Economics at Bristol University and then at 
University College London, was appointed in May 2013 to the 
William Stanley Jevons Chair of Economics and Economic 
Measurement at UCL. Jevons was perhaps the most eminent 
figure to hold a professorship of economics at UCL and in the 
1870s led a revolution in economic thought. The 
announcement from UCL said: "Andrew Chesher's standing in 
the profession and his contributions make him an extremely 
worthy holder" of the Chair. 
Dr Bryan Strange (1987-94) has for the past five years been 
in Spain pursuing his career in clinical neuroscience. In 2014, 
he was appointed Director of Neuroimaging at the Alzheimer's 
Disease Centre of the Reina Sofia-CIEN Foundation in 
Madrid. Bryan is a prolific author of technical papers but 
some of his areas of interest have reached the international 
press, particularly where they focus on memory erasure and 
electroconvulsive therapy. 
Professor Robin Spiller (1960-67) has been Professor of 
Gastroenterology at the University of Nottingham School of 
Medicine since 2000. From 2010-14 he was lead director of 
the Nottingham Digestive Diseases Centre Biomedical 
Research Unit and held other significant positions with the 
Medical Research Council and the National Institute for 
Health Research where he was senior investigator. 
Matthew Kerr (2003- 2011) of Somerville College, Oxford, 
who is reading biochemistry, has won the Henry Kitchener 
prize awarded by the Institute for Food, Brain and Behaviour 
for an essay on "How has the modern diet contributed to the 
increase in mental ill-health". 
Rumen Cholakov (2007-09), now a trainee solicitor at Davis, 
Polk and Wardwell LLP, reported to the Whitgiftian 
Association that, at the end of his 2nd year at Trinity College, 
Cambridge, he received a cheque for £50, in an envelope 
entitled, "Whitgift Prize". Apparently it was a reward for 
achieving a first in Part I of the history tripos. He also 
achieved a first in Part II in his final year, when his 
dissertation was entitled "Prisoners of War in Bulgaria during 
the First World War" - there was no second cheque. The 
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cheque was drawn by Trinity College on behalf of Whitgift. 
Rumen, one of the School's overseas scholars from Bulgaria, 
subsequently contacted the School and the Foundation but 
there was no knowledge of any prize fund.  
Those among the older generations of OWs may remember 
the existence of closed scholarships at Oxford and Cambridge. 
Some years ago closed scholarships (ie those related to 
particular schools or particular parts of the country) were 
abolished as elitist and anti meritocratic. Whitgift's closed 
scholarships were at Trinity College, Cambridge 
(commemorating John Whitgift's Mastership of the college) 

and Magdalene College, Cambridge (the Keable exhibition, 
funded by and commemorating the well known OW novelist 
of the 1920s, Robert Keable). The Whitgift scholarship at 
Trinity College was open also to boys from Trinity School and 
so was a Foundation wide award. The Keable award was only 
for OWs. It seems likely that Rumen's prize equated to the 
"old" scholarship. It is disappointing that no one at the 
Foundation was able to throw light on this matter. 
Howard Bairstow (1958-66) was elected Deputy Mayor of 
Newbury. 
.  

 
T H E  S E R V I C E S  

 

General Sir Peter Wall GCB, CBE, ADC 
(1965-73) retired in September 2014 after 
four years as Chief of the General Staff, the 
professional head of the British Army. 
Colonel Jon Swift, OBE (1983-91), Royal 
Regiment of Fusiliers, has been appointed 

Assistant Director Capability Plans at Army Headquarters. 
 

Andy Dickinson (2000-08), having graduated from Exeter 
University, completed his Commissioning Course at 
Sandhurst in December 2014 and was commissioned into the 
Coldstream Guards. 
 

 

P U B L I C A T I O N S   
W I T H  A  W H I T G I F T I A N  I N T E R E S T  

 
In a year when he presented the prizes at the Celebration of 
Whitgift Life and was interviewed in The Guardian in 
connection with his involvement with UNCHR's work with 
Syrian refugees, Neil Gaiman (1974-77) still found time to 
publish two books, Trigger Warning: Short Fictions and 
Disturbances, which went straight to the top of the Sunday 
Times best seller list and The Sleeper and the Spindle, 
described as "a re-imagined fairy tale of a sort of Sleeping 
Beauty and an almost Snow White woven together with a dark 
magic". 
 

Jeremy Harwood (1958-66) is a prolific author. His recent 
books include Hitler's War, a study of World War II as 
presented in the pages of Signal, the international Nazi 
propaganda magazine, Unexplained Mysteries of World War II 
and World War II From Above, all of which were published in 
2014. Earlier books include such diverse topics as a Secret 
History of Freemasonry, an Atlas of Dynasties and Royal 
Houses and Secrets of Bach Flower Remedies as well as an 
introduction to philosophy. Jeremy read history at Christ 
Church, Oxford, where he was an exhibitioner and won the Sir 
Keith Feiling Prize as the top history undergraduate of his 
year. The Harper Collins website describes Jeremy as 
"educated at Oxford University, when in the true tradition of 
Brideshead Revisited, he first developed a passion for exotic 
cocktails. A writer, editor and publisher by profession, he has 
tasted the best top mixologists have to offer in a host of 
celebrated bars, from London, Paris, Chicago and New York 
to Budapest, Prague and Warsaw. His most memorable 
cocktail experience was drinking an authentic Rum Sour or 
two in a swim-up bar in Tobago".  
 

The extraordinary long term research of 
Professor Peter Grant (1947-55) and his 
wife Rosemary into the evolution of finches 
in the Galapagos is described in their recent 
book Forty years of Evolution: Darwin's 

Finches on Daphne Major Island. This follows their earlier 
books which include In Search of the Causes of Evolution: 
From Field Observations to Mechanisms and How and Why 
Species Multiply: The Radiation of Darwin's Finches. 
 

Dr Steven Gunn (1971-78) is the man behind Treasures of 
Merton College, a richly illustrated book featuring archival 
and architectural highlights spanning the 750-year life of 
Merton College, the first fully self-governing Oxford College. 
Pieces demonstrating Merton's architectural and intellectual 
legacy - from the University's first quadrangle to the oldest 
continuously functioning library for academics and students in 
the world - sit side by side with 
those that explore the impact of the 
cultural and scholarly giants from its 
past, including William Harvey, the 
physician who first described 
pulmonary circulation of the blood, 
and the College's tradition of great 
mathematicians from the 14th 
century to the 21st, not to mention 
the work of T.S. Eliot and J. R. R. 
Tolkien. 
 

After a distinguished educational and ecclesiastical career 
during which he was Principal of the Northern Ordination 
Course for ten years and wrote a number of theological, 
medical and philosophical books, Canon Hugh Melinsky 
(1936-42) turned to his own history with his memoir A Code-
Breaker's Tale about his life in wartime intelligence. He 
turned next to biography with a study of his uncle, Air Vice 
Marshal Sydney Bufton, who championed the development of 
the RAF Pathfinders against substantial opposition at the 
summit of the RAF hierarchy. Although both these books 
were published some years ago, it is worth recording these 
interesting works from an OW author. It is particularly worth 
noting the story of how Hugh Melinsky was recruited for it 
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gives an insight to the gentlemanly amateurishness of the 
secret world - "In 1943 Hugh Melinsky was studying Classics 
at Cambridge while waiting for his call-up to the RAF. Then 
one day his tutor asked him if he would like to learn Japanese. 
By answering 'yes' he began an adventure which was to take 
him right round the world. He was to join the army and serve 
with the Wireless Units in Australia at both Brisbane and 
Darwin, breaking the codes of the Japanese pilots whose 
masters were then threatening complete domination in the 
South West Pacific. He was at the recapture of Borneo and the 
Philippines; Delhi and Singapore all feature on his itinerary. It 
fell to him to translate for General MacArthur the first 
Japanese radio news reports of the 'new-type bomb' which had 
fallen on Hiroshima. When he finally returned to Britain in 
1946 he found his army record completely blank; no one knew 
what he had been doing for three years!"  
 

On Thursday 27 November, a luncheon at the Honourable 
Artillery Company, Armoury House, London, saw the launch 
of a book about a Whitgiftian who lost his life in World War 
II. Codenamed Dorset: the Wartime Exploits of Major Colin 
Ogden-Smith, Commando & SOE, written by Peter Jacobs, 
tells Colin's story. Leader of a Jedbergh team, he was killed in 
action only three weeks after being dropped into occupied 
France in July 1944. He helped others, including many French 
comrades, make their escape from the enemy. Colin Ogden-
Smith (1920-27) his two brothers, Tony (1918-24) and Bruce 
(1931-34) were all OWs. 
Seventy years later, he was remembered at the book launch by 
the author, members of Colin's family (including Sam 
Gardner, the granddaughter of Bruce Ogden-Smith) and 
families of those associated with his brave exploits in 1944.  

Whitgift was represented by William Wood, School Archivist, 
and Tia Afghan, Head Librarian, both of whom had met Peter 
when he first started researching the life of Colin after 
purchasing his medals at auction in 2006, by David Stranack 
(1949-55), President, and Richard Blundell (1956-63), WA 
Newsletter Editor. Another OW, HAC member Paul 
Champness (1958-63), gave the welcome and was followed 
by Peter Jacobs and Sam's mother, Angela Weston who made 
a particularly moving speech. It was sad that Colin's daughter 
Charmian died suddenly in 2012 and so did not see the book 
published. Also present was Marcel Moysan, Mayor of 
Querrien, Brittany, where his life and that of a French SAS 
colleague killed in the same action are still commemorated at 
a ceremony in the village every two years.  
Bill Wood 
 

Simon Prebble (1953-57) has made a name for himself both 
as an actor and as the narrator of over 450 books. In 2010 he 
was named 'Narrator of the Year' by Publisher's Weekly, he 
was Booklist's 'Voice of Choice' and was awarded an Audie, 
the audio-book industry's Oscar equivalent. A recent recording 
of Jonathan Strange & Mr Norrell by Susannah Clarke 
(running to 32 hours and 36 minutes on 26 CDs) was reviewed 
in The Times of 21 February 2015 - "Simon Prebble 
negotiates the amusingly plausible scholarly footnotes with 
aplomb; he also conjures up the novel's varied cast without 
caricaturing them". 
 

Mike Upton (1953-61) - few previous editions of OW News 
have failed to report the publication of a new novel by Mike 
Upton. His tenth novel, A Surrogate Dilemma, was duly 
published in 2014. Novel number eleven will appear in 2015. 
 

 

 

S P O R T  
 

The calendar year 2014 saw no less than three OWs winning 
international rugby caps. Danny Cipriani (2001-07) and 
Marland Yarde (2008-10) represented England on tour in 
New Zealand and Marland also played against Samoa and 
Australia in the autumn home internationals. Richard Thorpe 
(1998-2003) made his debut for Canada in the autumn fixture 
against Samoa. 
 

In a memorable season for him, Jason Roy (2004-08) made 
his England debut in a one day international against India. 
 

Victor Moses (2004-07), now on loan to Stoke City, became 
the first OW to take part in a football World Cup when he 
represented Nigeria in the 2014 competition in Brazil. 
 

Maiyuran Ratneswaran (2000-08) won individual silver and 
team gold in the sabre and Dudley Tredger (1997-99 and now 
a member of staff) won individual gold in the epée at the 
Commonwealth Games fencing championship. 
 

Joseph Choong (2008-13), Sam Curry (2005-12) and Tom 
Lees (2005-12) were three of the four man GB team at the 
U21 World Modern Pentathlon Championships in Poland.  
 

There was substantial Whitgift representation at Twickenham 
on County finals day when the  
England XV match against the Barbarians also took place. 
Elliot Daly (2006-11) played for England. In the County 
Championship Division 2 Plate final Kent beat Durham 31-23 
- Rob White (2004-10) and Matt Gallagher (PW) played for 

Kent alongside the captain Tom Stradwick, Rugby 
Development Officer at the School. The Kent team was 
coached by Chris Wilkins, the School's Director of Rugby. 
James Caddy (2001-06) played in the winning Surrey XV in 
the County Championship Shield Final. 
 

Luke Taylor (2009-13), Rob Farrington (2008-12) and 
Jonty Griffiths (2009-13) were part of the bronze medal 
winning England U21 hockey team at the 2014 European 
Championships. They have since gone on to represent Great 
Britain in the Sultan of Johor Cup (part of the build up to the 
2016 World Championships) where GB reached the final. 
 

Tom Bloxsome (2004-12) has combined being appointed 
Captain of Durham University golf team with academic 
commendations for performance in his law course. He was the 
first golfer in the history of Durham University to receive a 
Vice Chancellor's Scholarship. 
 

Paul Hooper (1954-61), who has given 
so many years of service to 
Addiscombe Cricket Club as player and 
committee man and was also a founder 
member and the inspiration over many 
years of Paralytics CC, was appointed 
President of the Club Cricket 
Conference for 2014. The Club Cricket 
Conference was founded in 1915 to 
help cricket clubs with their fixtures 
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during the First World War - it has since had a significant role 
in supporting and developing recreational cricket in London 
and the Home Counties. A highlight of Paul's term of office 
was a celebration match at Croham Road between a CCC 
representative XI and Paralytics CC. 
 

Continuing the cricketing theme Sir Peter Wallis KCVO, 
CMG (1948-53) has become Chairman of the Trustees of the 
Somerset Cricket Museum. Peter has been a dedicated 
cricketer throughout his life playing at School, during 
National Service in the Royal Navy (1953-5), at Pembroke 
College, Oxford (1955-8), and for West Kent Countrymen and 
Civil Service clubs in London, including the Mandarins, 
between 1958 and 1970. He founded and captained the British 
High Commission Cricket Club, Nairobi, Kenya, 1974-6 and 
last played for the British Embassy, Pretoria, South Africa in 

1988.  He even umpired a match 
played in Kurdistan between the 
British and Australian contingents of 
the United Nations peace-keeping 
force, in 1991. Peter first watched 
Somerset as a ten-year old 
schoolboy and has been a member of 
Somerset County Cricket Club since 
his retirement in the 1990s.  He was 
a member of the Taunton Area 
Committee 2005-10 (Acting 

Chairman, 2010) and a Trustee of Cricket Museum  since 
2008 
 

Elliott Daly (2006-11) of London Wasps, has again played for 
England Saxons and was joined in the team by Marland 
Yarde (2008-10) after the latter's omission from the England 
squad. Adam Thompstone (1999-2006), after a lengthy lay 
off through injury, returned to try scoring ways with Leicester 
Tigers.  The outstanding play of Danny Cipriani (2001-07) in 
the Premiership was recognised in his selection for the 
England tour of New Zealand and in the squad for the RBS 
Six Nations Championship for 2015 where he received caps as 
a substitute against Italy (he scored a try), Scotland and 
France. 
 

Richard Thorpe (1998-2003) and Will Robinson (2004-09) 
helped London Welsh gain promotion from the Championship  

to the Premiership. Sadly for London Welsh, promotion was a 
step too far and season 2014/15 has seen a succession of 
heavy defeats.  
Neville Edwards (1999-2006), after a brief spell with Bedford 
Blues, has returned to Rosslyn Park where once again he is a 
great try scorer. He is joined in the National Division 1 side by 
James Inglis (1996-04). In the Championship, Harry 
Williams (2002-10) is now playing for Jersey with Mark 
Foster (2000-02) while Jamie Stevenson (2002-10) continues 
to play for London Scottish. George Merrick (2009-11), Stan 
South (2012-14) and Henry Cheeseman (2006-14) are all 
with Harlequins and have made appearances for the A team 
and, on occasion, for the first team. Henry has also played for 
the England Rugby 7s team in the European Grand Prix 
Series.  
 

Frankie Taggart (2011-13) and Lorcan Dow (2011-13) 
continue to play rugby in Ulster. Frankie represented Ireland 
Under20 in 2013/14 and Lorcan graduated to Ireland Under20 
for 2014/15. Also, at Under20 level, Sebastian Adeniran-
Olule (2006-12) made his debut for England as part of the 
2014/15 Championship winning England team. 
 

Harry Ledger (2004-12) and Adam Worth (2011-13) are 
both in the Exeter University rugby team: Harry is Captain. 
Both have played for the A team at Exeter Chiefs. 
 

The 2014 season continued from 2013 as a remarkable one for 
OW cricketers. Dominic Sibley (2007-14), in his final year at 
School started the season in the Surrey first team but did not 
repeat his amazing performance of 2013: he remains a great 
prospect for Surrey. Other OWs starred for Surrey: Jason Roy 
(2004-08) and Rory Burns (2001-06) ended the season by 
being awarded their county caps. Both Rory and Jason scored 
over 1,000 first class runs in the season and Jason was the 
leading batsman in the Nat West 20/20 Blast, the county 
competition. Laurie Evans (1998-2004) of Warwickshire did 
not have as prolific a first class season as in 2013 but was a 
great success in the Nat West 20/20 Blast where he was Man 
of the Match in the final. Matthew Spriegel (1998-2005) 
played regularly for Northamptonshire, Tom Lancefield 
(2001-07) appeared for Glamorgan and Freddie van den 
Bergh (2003-10) and Jack Winslade (2006-13) were also 
contracted to Surrey.  
 

 

O W  S P O R T S  C L U B S  
 
Rugby As predicted last year the OWRFC failed to gain 
promotion in 2013-14 and the current season, after promising 
much, will repeat the story. It has been a season of 
encouraging performances but numerous injuries. In the same 
way, hockey and football clubs continue to have mixed results 
but are showing promising signs. In cricket, the 1st XI was 
fourth in Division 1 of the Surrey Championship, the best for 
many years, after a great late season run of victories. The 
other teams had their moments. Junior cricket and rugby thrive 
- the numbers involved are extraordinary. 
Cricket For the Whitgift Mitres, the 2014 Cricketer Cup 
lasted only one match - we were beaten comfortably by 
Radley Rangers. We had a pretty strong team on show but 
they had a recent World Cup player!  
Golf In the Halford Hewitt competition for 2014, we easily 
beat Stonyhurst (5-0) and then had a splendid victory against 

the always formidable Charterhouse (3-2). Inexplicably, we 
then proceeded to give Mill Hill one of their rare victories. We 
had a better time in the Cyril Gray (the Halford Hewitt 
equivalent for golfers over 50) where we had victories against 
Eastbourne (3-0), Liverpool (2.5-0.5), Edinburgh Academy 
(2.5-0.5) and, in the semi final Merchant Taylors (2-1). The 
final against Fettes was, unfortunately, lost 2-1. Nevertheless, 
this was a great effort and a source of pride to the Captain 
Tony Mason (1960-68). We shall win the Halford Hewitt one 
day - in the meantime the Golf Society has thrived. 
Shooting The Veterans Rifle Club enjoyed its 118th year with 
new members and continued involvement in the revival of 
school shooting, to which members lend support when 
necessary. 
Fives The Fives Club continues on its accustomed way with 
matches and tours on a regular basis.  
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Chess The 22nd annual chess match against the School saw 
teams of 10 boards battle it out with the OWs winning by the 
clear margin of 71/2 - 21/2. The OWs retain the Leonard 
Barden Trophy and now lead the series 161/2 to 51/2. 
 

Miscellaneous 
In the short online history of the Bath Cup swimming 
competition, which, since its inauguration in 1910, has been 
the leading freestyle swimming event for independent schools 
there is an interesting reference: "In 1910 the term 'freestyle' 
effectively meant breaststroke and this continued until 1924 
when Whitgift adopted the new style of front crawl and, as 
you might expect, won easily.  They were successful again in 
1925, after which all the other schools adopted front crawl and 
they did not win it again until 1966". As ever, the School was 
ahead of the game - in this case, literally.  
 

During the closing ceremony of the Commonwealth Games in 
Glasgow, the David Dixon Award, named after the late David 
Dixon CVO (1935-44), former President of Oxford University 

Athletics Club, of the WA and Honorary Secretary of the 
Commonwealth Games Federation, was presented to the 
Welsh rhythmic gymnast Francesca Jones. This was the fourth 
such presentation of the award in David's memory and is 
given to the outstanding athlete of each Commonwealth 
Games, based on their performance at the event, fair play, and 
overall contribution to their team's participation at the 
Commonwealth Games. 
 

Jonathan ("JB") Gill (1998 - 2005), now described on 
Wikipedia as "an English singer and farmer", took part in 
BBC television's Celebrity Masterchef and on Channel 4's The 
Jump. He did not make it to Number One on either show! 
 

 

For those OWs who have not visited the School for a long 
time it can be quite daunting to return - suffice to say 
there will be a warm welcome. Contact the Whitgiftian 
Association office at the School, visit and be amazed! 

 
 

 
D E A T H S  

 
We have, with regret, to record the deaths of the following 
OWs reported since the preparation of the previous edition of 
OW News: 
ANDREWS - On 4 June 2014, Peter Gibson (1929-38), aged 
94 
ARNOLD - On 12 March 2015, Harold William (1947-53), 
aged 78 
ATHERTON - On 2 June 2014, Dr John (1952-56), aged 76 
ATTERBURY - On 21 January 2015, John Michael David 
(1946-52), aged 79 
BEATTIE - On 17 October 2014, Philip Alexander (1949-58), 
aged 74  
BLANCHARD - On 19 September 2014, David James (1948-
54), aged 77 
BRETT - On10 February 2015, David Francis Spencer (1956-
61), aged 71 
COLE - On 27 September 2014, John William (1944-52), 
aged 80 
COOPER - On 29 November 2014, Nicholas Tyson (1966-
71), aged 59, brother of N R C (1970-77) 
COX - On 18 December 2014, Robert Roy (1958-65), aged 67 
EARL - On 28 July 2014, Adrian Edward Franklyn (1959-67), 
aged 65, brother of D R F (1957-65) 
FEATHERSTONE - On 26 August 2014, Simon Mark CMG 
(1969-76), aged 56  
GAVED - On 4 October 2014, Gerald Vernon (1943-49), aged 
82 
GRAY - On 8 April 2014, Robert Cuthbert Birrell (1938-39), 
aged 86 
GREAVES - On 19 September 2014, Richard Carrington 
(1936- 43), aged 88 
GROVER - In 2009, Frederick Charles (1939-47), aged 80 
HOLLOBON - On 24 August 2014, John (1941-46), aged 85  
HUNTLEY - On 3 December 2014, Colin Alan (1940-47), 
aged 84 

HUTCHESON - On 29 September 2014, James Ross (1946-
54), aged 78, brother of Rev AML (1942-50) 
JEKYLL - On 22 May 2014, John Reith (1946-48), aged 82, 
brother of C (1947-54) and M J (1958-65) and grandfather of 
FA O van den Bergh (2003-10) 
JUNKISON - On a date unknown Anthony Richard (1950-
58), aged 73 
KINGSTON - In February 2015, Keith Charles Mervyn 
(1944-49), aged 82 brother of Professor D G I (1948-56) 
LITTLE - On 13 June 2014, Dr John David (1929-37), aged 
94 
LOVATT - On 16 November 2014, Stanley Eric (1931-38), 
aged 95, father of N A (1957-65) and J R (1963-70) 
MABEY - In June 2014, David John (1930-36), aged 92 
McAUSLAN - In March 2014, Ian (1957-64), aged 68  
MAUNDER - On 25 January 2015, Philip Alexander (1936-
39), aged 92 
ORCHARD - On 30 July 2014, Donald Seton (1931-37), aged 
94 
PARKER - On 22 January 2015, Major Anthony John (1936-
40), aged 91 
PATER - On 17 May 2013, John Richard (1955-63), aged 68 
PICKERING - On 5 February 2015, Dr William Graham 
(1960-68), aged 64 
POLLOCK - On 10 February 2015, John Campbell (1946-55), 
aged 78 
RICHMOND - On 17 October 2014, Derek Norman (1939-
46), aged 86  
SKEAT - On 31 August 2000, Francis Walter (1919-26), aged 
90 brother of TC (1918-26) and WO (1915-21)  
TOON - On 8 December 2014, Peter Gerald (1945-51), aged 
79 
VAIL - On 15 September 2014, Anthony John, OBE (1939-
46), aged 85 
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WEBBER - On 12 September 2014, Robert James (1936-44), 
aged 88, son of VH (1898-1901), brother of JV (1927-34) and 
RH (1930-37) 
WESTNEDGE - On 25 January 2015, Edward John, OBE 
(1929-33), aged 98, President of the OWA 1969, father of D J 
(1953-59) and A S (1955-62) and brother of BJ (1936-39), AP 
(1940-47), PW (1938-43) and P B (1946-53) 
WOODROOF - On 30 November 2014, Peter John Fenwick 
(1937-43), aged 87 
WRIDE - On a date unknown, Frank Peter (1944-50), aged 81 

YEO - On 23 February 2014, Stephen Francis (1968-75), aged 
56 
 

Baroness Platt of Writtle  
We are sad to report the death the Baroness on 1 February 
2015 at the age of 91. A distinguished aeronautical engineer 
and Chairman of the Equal Opportunities Commission, she 
opened the School's arts, technology and library extension in 
the early 1990s and her name is duly recorded on the plaque 
unveiled by unveiled by her. 

 

O B I T U A R I E S  
 
Ted Westnedge, OBE (1929-33) 
 

Edward John ("Ted") 
Westnedge joined the School 
in 1929 when it was still 
located in the Victorian 
buildings in North End and 
moved with the School to 
Haling Park in 1931. At the 
time of his death in January 
2015 at the age of 98, he was 
probably the oldest Old 
Whitgiftian and the last of 
that line of Whitgiftians 
stretching back to 1600 who 
were educated in central 

Croydon. Ted was one of five brothers who were at Whitgift - 
of the others, Bill (1938-43) and Peter (1946-53), now living 
in the United States, survive Ted. Tony (1940-47) died three 
years ago and Bert (1936-39) was killed in action at Monte 
Cassino in 1944 while serving as a Lieutenant in the Rifle 
Brigade.  Ted's sons David (1953-59) and Anthony (1955-62) 
followed their father to Whitgift: there was at least one 
Westnedge on the School Roll in every year from 1929 to 
1962 - the impact of the Westnedge family on the School was 
such that on his first day Anthony was asked by his form 
master whether he was "the last of the Westnedges". 
It is not surprising therefore that Whitgift had a great part in 
Ted's life. From leaving School he was involved in OW 
matters, whether as a rugby player or a committee man. He 
even met his wife Jean at an OWRFC dance (although to be 
fair they had met before at kindergarten). Later he became 
President of the OWA (1969) and was the instigator of the 
Advance Membership Scheme which did so much to improve 
the Association's finances and which was emulated by 
numerous other alumni societies. Into late old age, Ted was a 
regular visitor to Croham Road, as a rugby spectator or at 
reunions and family lunches - it was splendid to watch him 
drive into the club in his open top sports car. Yet Whitgift was 
not his only interest in the world of education: Ted was greatly 
involved in the affairs of Battle Abbey School, where his 
daughter Heather was educated, and was for many years 
Chairman of the Governors. The affection and respect in 
which he was held at that school was reflected in the presence 
at his funeral of a number of choir members who sang 
beautifully during the service. Of course there were numerous 
OWs at the funeral, along with a bugler from the School to 
sound the Last Post and Reveille and Colonel Brian Kay 
(1948-54) representing the HAC, which Ted joined shortly 

after leaving School and before his wartime service in the 
Royal Artillery where he reached the rank of Major. 
Ted's business career flourished after the War, initially with F 
A Hughes & Co, where he became Chairman. This company, 
as a result of acquisitions, became the chemical and plastics 
division of Distillers and later BP Plastics. Ted's drive and 
initiative led to numerous joint ventures with overseas 
companies such as Phillips Petroleum, Dow Chemical and B F 
Goodrich and the construction of several major manufacturing 
plants. In due course, Ted became a Director of BP Chemicals 
and General Manager of BP Plastics. He took early retirement 
in 1971 and the following year became marketing adviser to 
the Chief Scientist of the Department of Trade and Industry. 
Ted's next venture was to set up and run BESO (British 
Executive Service Overseas), which he did at the invitation of 
Sir Richard Powell, Director General of the Institute of 
Directors. The aim of BESO was to send experienced 
professional managers to Commonwealth countries to help 
develop private and public sector businesses. Over forty years 
on and now merged with VSO, the organisation, started by 
Ted in 1972 in an attic office with a part time secretary, 
continues to thrive and now makes some 400 overseas 
placements a year. Ted's great service to BESO and, indeed, to 
the Commonwealth, was recognised by the award of the OBE 
in 1982. 
Ted was a practical family man with an abundance of energy 
which he used productively whether in his job, his manifest 
love of two schools, or his hobbies (cars, dancing, gardening, 
woodwork). He was a remarkable man - a tribute from Battle 
Abbey School said "he WAS Battle Abbey School for over 
half a century" and he was described by the Committee of the 
Whitgiftian Association as "Our Patriarch and the Father of 
the House". His funeral was attended by numerous friends 
from all parts of his life and all said how he will be missed. 
Perhaps the final word should be with his son David, whose 
eulogy ended as follows: "Not only did our father shine in 
maths at Whitgift but he was also excellent at woodwork and 
he and I both shared this interest.  The woodwork master at 
Whitgift, Mr. Robinson, on learning I was the son of Ted 
exclaimed that 'he would be a difficult act to follow'.  I agree - 
IMPOSSIBLE". 
This appreciation is based on eulogies given at Ted's funeral 
on 16 February 2015 by his brother Bill and by his son David. 
 

Simon Featherstone, CMG (1969-76) 
Simon Featherstone was a diplomat whose fascination with 
China proved useful when he was made High Commissioner 
to Malaysia  
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Simon Featherstone, who has died aged 56, was one of the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office's leading China experts, 
and witnessed the rise of China from the aftermath of the 
Cultural Revolution to her ascendancy as a world power. 
Whereas, before the end of the Cold War, experience of 
Europe and the Soviet Union was seen as the route to the top 
in the FCO, Featherstone's career marked a change of 
emphasis towards the Asia/Pacific region.  
Simon Mark Featherstone was born on July 24 1958, the son 
of David Featherstone, a theologian, and his wife Nora, a 
French teacher, and educated at Whitgift School, Croydon, 
and Lincoln College, Oxford, where he read Law. He joined 
the FCO in 1980, and after studying Chinese at the School of 
Oriental and African Studies and in Hong Kong he was posted 
to Peking. It was still a city of bicycles, Mao suits and 
conformity.  

The British were regarded as an 
imperial power, and the 
negotiations over the future of 
Hong Kong had just begun. 
Peking - now known as Beijing 
- was regarded as a "hardship" 
post, but Featherstone saw it as 
a challenge and never lost his 
fascination with China. 
Returning to London in 1987, 

he went on loan to the Cabinet Office and was there in 1989 
when the massacre of student protesters in Tiananmen Square 
took place. He was able to use his experience of China to good 
effect in advising on sanctions against the regime.  
He then moved to Brussels in 1990 to cover environmental 
issues in the UK Representation to the European Union. The 
importance of the environment was by then firmly on the 
international agenda, and Featherstone, with his legal 
background, became a master in Britain's interest in coping 
with the thicket of EU regulation - he was acknowledged by 
friend and adversary alike as "the computer".  
But China again beckoned, and at the young age of 36 he was 
appointed consul general in Shanghai, where Britain was in 
stiff but successful competition with foreign rivals to equip the 
new Shanghai Airport. Featherstone moved to be political 
counsellor in Peking in 1996 as the negotiations for the 
handover of Hong Kong to China in 1997 were being 
completed and played a key role in understanding the Chinese 
government's intentions.  
He returned to London in 1998 to head the European 
Department in the FCO, which was charged with the difficult 
issue of the accession of the former communist countries of 
Central Europe and the Baltic States - in particular, whether 
their citizens should have the right of residence and 
employment in Britain. This was a matter for political 
decision, but Featherstone believed that the post-war division 
of Europe should be ended and that enlargement of the EU 
was in the interests of Britain's security and prosperity. 
Featherstone was appointed ambassador to Switzerland in 
2004 and was much involved in negotiations to force Swiss 
banks to reveal details of secret bank accounts held by foreign 
nationals that were being used for tax evasion and money 
laundering. However, he was called again to work with China 
on appointment as the British director of the Shanghai Expo 
2010. The British Pavilion, designed by Thomas Heatherwick, 
won the gold medal for pavilion design, but it required an 
immense and skilful campaign by Featherstone to fill it with 
the best of British culture and industry. He was appointed 

CMG for his work. After the Expo he was appointed High 
Commissioner to Malaysia.  
For Featherstone, through his long association with China, this 
could have been a difficult assignment given Malaysia's 
rivalry with China in the Asia/Pacific region. There were still 
vestiges of Britain as a colonial power that had at one time led 
to the "Buy British Last" campaign and the banning of 
Concorde overflights. But he found that the Malaysians 
welcomed his knowledge of China, and he quickly got on 
terms with Najib Razak, the prime minister, who described 
Britain moving from "benign neglect to constructive 
engagement" during Featherstone's time. There was a rise in 
trade and investment, including the purchase of Battersea 
power station by a Malaysian consortium. The loss of the 
Malaysian airliner MH 370 over the sea in March 2014 led to 
close cooperation in the search operation.  
He was a keen supporter of British education in Malaysia, 
notably with Nottingham University, which honoured him 
with a Doctorate of Laws.  
Having grown up in south London, he was a Crystal Palace 
supporter but, ever the diplomat, he presented himself in 
Malaysia as a Manchester United fan, since this is the team 
supported by half the Malaysian population.  
Featherstone was diagnosed with cancer in September 2013 
but served on with great courage in Malaysia until May 2014. 
Once, when still a junior official in the FCO, he was amused 
to be quoted in The Guardian as "a senior Foreign Office 
mandarin". But that never became his manner. He had an 
approachable style that won friends wherever he served. 
While he played his official role with dedication, he never 
took himself too seriously. As a committed Christian, he saw 
public service as part of his calling, treating everyone with 
respect, seeking to show integrity in all his dealings.  
He married, in 1981, Gail Salisbury, whom he met when they 
were both at Oxford. She survives him with a son and two 
daughters.  
Daily Telegraph 23 October 2014 
Simon Featherstone was a distinguished and able diplomat 
whose abilities brought him a remarkable career and the 
admiration and friendship of many. As a respected Sinologist, 
his subsequent postings might well have resulted in the British 
Ambassadorship to China - sad that this is mere speculation. 

 
Eric Lovatt (1931-38) 
School master and athlete; Eric Lovatt in 
2013 (right) 
Stanley Eric Lovatt was born on 20 
September 1919 and died on 16th November 
2014 at the age of 95. He was Captain of the 
School in 1938, captained the 1st XI and the 
athletics team. He also played wing three 
quarter for the1st XV where The Whitgiftian noted that his 
"outstanding speed, balance and sure hands combined to make 
him dangerous in attack". Although he was without doubt one 
of the finest all round athletes ever seen at the School, it was 
as a track and field athlete that Eric Lovatt excelled, indeed  
many of his School records survived well into the 1960s. As 
an undergraduate at St Catharine's College, Cambridge, where 
he read English, he won his Blue and was Secretary of the 
University Athletics Club. On coming down from Cambridge 
he entered Sandhurst in 1943 and was commissioned into the 
5th Royal Inniskilling Dragoon Guards (now the 4th/7th Royal 
Dragoon Guards) part of Field Marshal Montgomery's 
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Armoured Division. As a captain and tank commander, he was 
part of the allied army that advanced across Europe until the 
German surrender. During his period of military service he 
was also able to represent the Army at athletics. 
After demobilisation, Eric Lovatt turned to teaching, first at 
Seaford College and later at Bec Grammar School before his 
final appointment at Raynes Park. Eric's wife Joan died in 
February 2013 and he is survived by his three children, 
Nicholas, Julian and Wendy, six grandchildren and five great 
grandchildren. Nicholas and Julian were both at Whitgift and 
the former emulated his father by becoming Captain of the 
School and obtaining an athletics Blue, albeit at Oxford rather 
than Cambridge. 
This appreciation of his father was written by Julian Lovatt 
(1963-70) 
Editor's note: When I first met Eric Lovatt, I suppose I must have 
been about 12 years old and he was therefore about 40. He seemed 
very old to me, for like many schoolmasters of the time he favoured 
that special type of thick tweed suit known only to the pipe smoking 
common room; with the horn rimmed spectacles and the dry humour 
of the dominus he was a fairly intimidating character. He was, 
however, the father of my best friend (and later best man and brother 
to our bridesmaid) Nick and I knew I would have to get used to 
seeing him fairly often. Only slowly did I come to realise what an 
interesting man Eric was - he knew so much about literature, about 
history, the arts and sport; his anecdotes about his wartime 
experiences mixed wry humour with hair raising danger; his 
encounters with bureaucracy, particularly with the gas and electricity 
boards, were hilarious, although it is doubtful that minor 
functionaries fully appreciated the sophistication of his sarcasm. He 
was a man of fixed habits and opinions - there was no telephone in 
the Lovatt establishment until well after all the children had left 
school: he abhorred the telephone as an intrusion into home life. Not 
surprisingly, in a pre mobile phone age, I found it very difficult to 
communicate with my friend Nick. It took some time for me to 
understand that this "ancient" man had been a top class athlete, 
although, if I had been more aware, the Hawks Club tie and the array 
of cups in the Lovatt house should have given me some clues. Eric 
was by profession a schoolmaster and, although he was often 
scathing about the way that Raynes Park had moved from being a 
remarkable grammar school under the charismatic leadership of its 
first headmaster John Garrett (a former Whitgift master) to an 
unambitious comprehensive school, he took great pride in his former 
pupils (the names of Bob Hiller, the England rugby player, and 
Richard Baker, an Oxford rugby blue, both of whom he taught at 
Bec, were often mentioned) but when he left School he had had an 
ambition to become a clergyman, a route followed by his old school 
and St Catharine's friend James Roxburgh, who became a bishop. 
Why he changed direction, I do not know, perhaps it was the 
experience of war. In any event, teaching gained an excellent recruit 
and I met a man who, with his whole family, had a significant 
influence on my life. 
 
Dr Bill Pickering (1960-68) 

William Graham "Bill" 
Pickering died of lung 
cancer on 5 February 
2015 in Newcastle-upon-
Tyne aged 64. After 
Whitgift, where he 
played in the 1st XV and 
was a House Prefect, he 
trained at Kings College 
Hospital and 
subsequently became the 

leading national advocate of an Independent Medical 
Inspectorate aimed at improving clinical practices. He was 
also a distinguished botanist with a national reputation. He 

established a solid presence in both worlds and also 
contributed many trenchant medical articles to Private Eye. 
Bill led a varied and fulfilled life: hospital doctor in London, 
Manchester and Newcastle, general practitioner specialising in 
paediatrics and occupational health as well as being a well-
known botanist, ecologist and conservationist. He was in 
demand as an expert witness on medico-legal matters and was 
widely published in key medical journals (including the 
British Medical Journal, The Lancet and the Journal of the 
Royal College of General Practitioners) and in botanical 
journals. He contributed to knowledge and understanding in 
each of his fields of interest and was not easily deterred by 
bureaucracy.  
After King's, Bill continued his training in hospitals in Devon 
but at the age of 25 was recruited as Medical Officer to the 
1975 British Mountaineering Expedition to the Hindu Kush. 
Bill was also botanist to the expedition and gathered important 
material later analysed by Alpine experts at Kew. The 
expedition report was headed with lines from Goethe, which 
Bill adopted as a guide to life: "Whatever you can do, or 
dream you can do, begin it. Boldness has genius, power and 
magic in it". 
On return from Afghanistan he gathered experience, working 
in general practice in Launceston and the Isle of Wight, in the 
University Hospital Manchester and in London at Great 
Ormond Street, St. George's and Northwick Park. He returned 
to general practice in North London before becoming a 
Paediatric Registrar at Newcastle General Hospital. From 
1983 to 1986 he worked for HM Health and Safety Executive 
in the employment medical advisory service.  
Bill was in demand for his skill in occupational health 
practice. From 1988 to 1999 he was employed by a variety of 
companies (including acting as adviser to Sir James 
Goldsmith's interests) to give advice on all aspects of sickness 
and health in the work place. He was widely involved in 
medical litigation and wrote jargon-free reports for lay and 
professional readers. However, in 1999-2000, in pursuit of his 
botanical interests, he took the M Sc degree in botany full-
time at Reading University and was awarded a Distinction. 
Bill Pickering had a longstanding interest in the benefits of 
medical interventions and also in ill-health caused by doctors' 
treatments. His first published work on the need for a medical 
inspectorate was a 1988 article 'Glasnost and the medical 
inspectorate'. He followed this with a substantial study entitled 
An Independent Medical Inspectorate. As well as clinical 
issues and those questions of quality control that a medical 
inspectorate might investigate he pursued more common areas 
of medical ethics. 
As a botanist and environmentalist Bill contributed to 
Northumbrian magazine, to Country Landowner, and to 
Botanical Society of the British Isles News. As a field 
botanist, he studied relationships between plants and the inter-
linked integrity of the natural environment. His records were 
used in the compilation of The Rare and Scarce Plants of 
South Northumberland 2013, published in 2014 by the BSBI. 
He took the University of Newcastle Adult Education 
Certificate in Nature Conservation course in 1994-5. 
Bill supported College Valley Estates, a haven for wildlife and 
vegetation of some 12,000 acres in the Northumberland 
National Park. Colin Matheson, the Estate Land Agent, 
described Bill as "a good friend of this estate who gave us his 
wise counsel over a number of years. He was never afraid to 
speak out with common sense and knowledge against the 
more extreme and dotty dogma trotted out to us by various 
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government agencies. He never served on the board but he did 
chair our advisory committee set up by our Chairman, Charles 
Baker-Creswell. My abiding recollection is of Bill getting fed 
up with what he perceived to be the rubbish being spouted by 
some 'conservationists'".  
Charles Baker-Creswell said of Bill "He was a marvellous 
man and will be sorely missed. He was an informed contrarian 
and a most useful person to have on those committees  which 
are menaced by environmental bumbledom - DEFRA, Natural 
England , National Trust , Environment Agency , Forestry 
Commission , Northumberland County  Council  being the 
leading guilty parties". 
Bill always made productive use of his training, clinical 
knowledge and experience. He made a submission to the 
Shipman enquiry and appeared on the BBC's Radio 4 World 
Tonight drawing lessons from the Shipman case and the lack 
of close clinical inspection of "usual" practice. He remained 
concerned until his last days that the allegedly reformed 
system was not equipped to pick up basic medical errors, both 
deliberate destruction of patients by a serial killer like Dr 
Shipman and inadvertent actions by doctors who should know 
better. He was a persistent critic of the "complacency" of the 
General Medical Council. 
His friend John Spiers said "He was a man who did a great 
deal of good for many people, both directly and indirectly. He 
looked on the kindly side of life and to a bright side of human 
nature, even when very properly disappointed and enraged by 
pretence and obfuscation, by professional self-interest and by 
political ineptitude. If we wish to commemorate Bill we 
should do all we can to establish the Independent Medical 
Inspectorate he so persistently and rightly urged". A book of 
his writings This Will Only Hurt a Little-Achieving Patient 
Benefit and the Reform of Clinical Practice is in preparation, 
edited by Professor Spiers, formerly chairman of the Patients' 
Association. 
Bill was a great Dickensian. He too wanted to make the world 
a better place, instruct readers and 'shame the cruel and 
canting'. Like Dickens, Bill could be fiercely polemical and 
blaze with indignation or sadness. He re-read The Pickwick 
Papers in his final weeks: he had gone through much of 
Dickens again during 2012 (the author's bicentenary). In 
January 2015, Stephen Jarvis, author of a new novel called 
Death and Mr. Pickwick, contacted Bill, by then in Freeman 
Hospital, Newcastle. Bill was delighted to be sent a pre 
publication proof of the book. 
Bill never married but in his last years he found happiness 
with Maria Semple and her children. He was a caring man and 
he gave much to the relationship.  
Adapted from an appreciation of Bill Pickering from his friend 
Professor John Spiers 
 

Michael Atterbury (1946-52) 
Secretary to the Barclays Bank Group and dedicated jazz 
musician 
Michael Atterbury, who has died at the age of 79, was born in 
Sutton, the son of a Bank of England official, who moved with 
the Bank to Winchester at the beginning of the War. As a 
result, Michael started school there at Nethercliffe Preparatory 
School and worked steadily upwards from bottom of the class 
to top - an indication of his later determination. At the end of 
the War the family moved back to Sutton and Michael joined 
Whitgift - his wife said "I think that he did not make much of 
a name for himself while at Whitgift" although there was at 
least one report that noted his "quiet persistence". He claimed 

that his mother never needed to wash his rugby kit and 
certainly his Tate's house jersey survived to be handed down 
to his son. After leaving school, Michael spent his period of 
National Service in the RAF working with Hollerith machines 
(forerunners of computers) then joined Barclays Bank, 
initially in Tulse Hill and later at Charing Cross, where he met 
his future wife, Maggie. 
Early on in married life, Michael determined to obtain banking 
qualifications, which he achieved through correspondence 
course. This resulted in a series of promotions within Barclays 
from branch to Head Office where, in due course, the then 
Secretary of the bank asked whether he would be interested in 
joining Secretaries' Office.  He had meanwhile gained his 
qualification as a Chartered Secretary again by 
correspondence course.  
In autumn 1978, Michael went to Vevey in Switzerland to 
participate in a Harvard Senior Management Programme.  On 
his return to Head Office there was talk of a move to overseas. 
Michael convinced himself that he would be sent to Paris and 
hired a "French Mistress" whom he met in his lunch hour.  In 
April 1979, however, Barclays acquired American Credit and 
Michael and family went  as U.K. representative at their Head 
Office in Charlotte, North Carolina. No French, but definitely 
a foreign language!  There he spent an almost idyllic two and 
a half years:  marvellous weather, good friends and jazz, both 
to listen to and play. In January 1982, Michael returned to the 
UK and in the following year was appointed Secretary to the 
Group Board where he remained until his retirement in 1995.  
During that period he chaired many committees and was on 
the European Ethical Business Network.  He was also 
Treasurer of his professional Institute but declined to be the 
International Chairman.   
During all this time he was an amateur jazz reed player.  As a 
teenager Michael used to spend his lunch money on records 
and with his friend, Richard, used to talk for hours and play 
records: his knowledge was encyclopaedic. When he left the 
RAF his friend, Norman, had a "seat" for him in The Surrey 
Grove Stompers, a traditional jazz band that played at parties, 
cricket clubs, pubs indeed anywhere they could.  Michael later 
joined Brian Rutland's Grove Jazz Band and they won the 
1955 South of England Jazz Band Championship. There was 
talk of turning professional:  Michael chose the stability of the 
Bank but being a performer was a constant thread through his 
life until 2006. 
In 1987, Michael became involved with his local church.  He 
fulfilled many roles: churchwarden, treasurer, stewardship 
recorder, magazine editor, chairman of various committees, 
organiser of car treasure hunts and genial host of barbecues 
and jolly suppers given for members of the choir.  He was 
always on hand to help with church cleaning, tidying the 
churchyard, painting the odd wall, running a stall at the 
bazaar, providing music for many fund raising events and 
much more besides.  As for hobbies there was chess, 
photography, walking, travel and gardening.  Through his love 
of chamber music he had a long association as treasurer of the 
Woking Concert Society.  He wrote marvellous programme 
notes for Maggie`s jazz club and, from his proof reading days, 
could spot a typo at a hundred paces.  Sadly, his degenerative 
illness gradually put a stop to all these things. 
This hugely talented but self-effacing man will be sorely 
missed by many people but especially by his wife, Maggie,  
his two daughters Susan and Ruth, Ruth`s husband, Rob, John 
and Pam, his son and wife, and his four grandchildren, Tom, 
Rosie, Matt and Seren. 
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This appreciation has been adapted from a tribute written by 
Mrs Maggie Atterbury for the funeral of her husband on 9 
February 2015 at which, she notes, "I chose Casals playing 
Bach Cello Suites for our entrance and Michael playing with 
his band a number called 'Going out the Back Way' by Johnny 
Hodges as we left". 
 

Francis Skeat (1919-26) 
Although Francis Skeat died over fourteen 
years ago there has been no notice of his 
death or appreciation of his life in any OW 
publication. This is not merely an act of 
omission, but is a salutary lesson on the 
merits of Wikipedia - until shortly before 
Christmas 2014, the entry for Francis Skeat 
indicated that he was still alive at the age of 105. This would 
have made him probably the oldest OW ever! Sadly, the facts 
were incorrect and the entry was altered as a result of 
information received from an overseas publication. Skeat had 
a very remarkable career which is summarised below. 
Francis Walter Skeat, who was born on 3 December 1909 and 
died on 31 August 2000, was a glass painter who created over 
400 stained glass windows in churches and cathedrals in 
England and overseas. He was a Fellow of the Royal Society 
of Arts, a Fellow of the British Society of Master Glass 
Painters, and a member of the  Art Workers Guild.  Francis 
Skeat came from a distinguished academic family: his 
grandfather, Walter Skeat was a Fellow of the British 
Academy, the pre-eminent philologist of his time and was 
instrumental in developing English as a subject for higher 
education in England; his father, also Walter, was an 
anthropologist who made pioneering investigations and wrote 
extensively about the Malay Peninsula. Francis and his 
brothers, Theodore (died in 2003, Keeper of Manuscripts and 
Egerton Librarian at the British Museum; a celebrated 
palaeographer and Biblical scholar), Walter (expert on 
locomotive history) were all educated at Whitgift. 

After leaving School, Skeat was 
apprenticed to Harry Scott 
Bridgwater, a leading mezzotint 
engraver and follower of Sir 
Ninian Comper. He exhibited at 
the Paris salon in 1932 and 
returned to St Albans, his place 
of birth in 1933. In the 
following year he became a 
pupil of Christopher Webb, who 
had a studio in St Albans and 
encouraged him to work in 
stained glass. He later worked 
for A.R. Mowbray and Co. in 
Oxford and for J. Wippell and 
Co. of Exeter; he also designed 
glass for the firm of Barton, 
Kinder and Alderson.  
In 1934 he presented two glass 

panels to the Church of St John in Old London Road, St 
Albans, where he was a parishioner. These panels, featuring 
the Good Shepherd and St John the Baptist, were his first 
church windows. In 1937 he married Birgit Ann Mari 
Lindquist from Gothenburg, Sweden. After the war, he opened 
his first studio in St Albans, before moving to Harpenden. His 
first major commission was for the largest window in the 
southern hemisphere, for the south transept of St George's 
Cathedral, Cape Town, South Africa.  

Skeat's works 
employed crisply 
drawn figures on a 
largely clear glazed 
background, a popular 
formula in post-war 
stained glass. The 
panels he created for St 
John's church in St 
Albans bear his marks 
described as "a hart 

lodged at gaze in a small shield within a larger shield with 
walled top and alternate horizontal sections" and a "scrolled 
shield with a hart statant". The hart is taken from the arms of 
the county of Hertfordshire. The lines across the shield are an 
allusion to a ford, a pun on the county's name. His mark later 
became a rebus, St Francis of Assisi, around whom radiate 
small flying birds, together with his initials.  
Among Skeat's work is the Memorial to the footballer, Duncan 
Edwards, one of eight Manchester United players killed in the 
Munich air crash of February 1958. In August 1961, the 
stained-glass window depicting the player was unveiled by 
Matt Busby, manager of Manchester United and himself a 
survivor of the disaster, in St Francis's Church, parish church 
of the Priory Estate, Dudley. 
 

In the City of London church of St Sepulchre-without-
Newgate there is a memorial window to John Smith, the 
governor of Virginia and associate of Pocahontas who was 
buried there in 1631. The window was designed by Skeat and 
given to the church by Bradford Smith in 1968. Captain John 
Smith is shown in the central panel of the window with his 
navigational instruments at his feet.  
The 1967 east window in the Lady Chapel of St Andrew's 
Church, Swavesey in Cambridgeshire, contains a Tree of 
Jesse. In a letter to the incumbent and the churchwardens, 
Skeat wrote: "The window scheme of my design is intended to 
symbolise the descent of Our Lord from Abraham and the 
patriarchs as detailed in the opening chapter of St Matthew's 
Gospel. It is not merely a Jesse Tree since it goes back before 
his time..." Jesse appears in the right hand light and is in a 
standing position facing left. The figures in the window are:- 
first light, Boaz; second light, Ruth and above her Jacob; 
middle light, Abraham and Isaac; above them, the Blessed 
Virgin Mary and Child; at the top, Asa; fourth light, David 
with Solomon above him; fifth light, Jesse. The text at the 
bottom of the window, taken from the 1662 Book of Common 
Prayer version of Nicene Creed, reads:- "Who for us men, and 
for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate 
by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made man." 
In May 1977, Skeat published "Stained Glass of St Albans 
Cathedral". Other works to which he contributed included:  
* The Stained Glass Work of János Hajnal: Vol. XV No. 3 
(British Society: London, 1974-75) 
* A Survey of Stained Glass in Museums: Vol. XVII, No. 2 
(British Society: London, 1978-79) 
* A Survey of Stained Glass in Museums and Art Galleries 
(Part Two): Vol. XVI, No. 3 (British Society: London, 1979-
80) 
* The Vanished Glass of Exeter Cathedral 
 

Tony Vail, OBE (1939-46) 
A.J.Vail was a School prefect, played for the 1st XV and was 
a CSM in the CCF. Tony was born in Wakefield, where his 
father was a Borough Engineer, and came to Whitgift as 



20 

World War II began. On leaving school, Tony went straight 
into the Army as hostilities were ongoing and served two 
years as an officer in the Royal Engineers, in the UK and then 
in Egypt, where the soldiers under his command were mostly 
Africans from Kenya, whence Tony's mastery of Swahili, a 
surprising skill (but Tony was a man of surprises) since 
although he lived and worked in Brussels for a year and, of 
course, learned French at Whitgift, he could neither speak nor 
understand any other foreign language. 
After more than two years in the Army, Tony became a 
student at King's College London and in due course graduated 
with a B.Sc. Eng. During these university years Tony played 
Rugby for the OW first team and continued his military 
involvement with the Territorial Army at the Duke of 
Wellington's barracks in Kings Road, Chelsea. Tony was not 
only a keen Rugby player but fond of tennis ("there are girls at 
the tennis club" he would say) and played enthusiastically. He 
was also a difficult man to circumnavigate on the Squash 
court. 
After university, Tony went to work for Binnies where he was 
to remain for the rest of his working life. Binnies are among 
the world's leading specialists in hydraulic engineering, as 
witnessed by the two Blackwall tunnels and countless dams 
and bridges worldwide. In his early years with Binnies, Tony 
travelled widely, paying short visits to many countries in 
southern Europe and even more in Africa looking at the 
feasibility of improving water supplies. Tony married in 1961 
and straightaway took a position with Binnies in Malaysia. 
His rugby playing days ended, he took up Rugby refereeing 
achieving the distinction of refereeing an international match 
between Malaysia and Fiji. Many of the Malaysian side were 
British troops. The Fijians were also soldiers and played 
without boots for which Tony said he was grateful, since, as 
he frequently related, the Malaysian King was in attendance 
and a "home team" victory was therefore expected. "We" said 
Tony "managed to achieve the expected result because the 
bootless Fijians couldn't kick penalties!" 
Tony moved to Hong Kong in 1972, as head of operations for 
Binnies in the Far East, He was immediately appointed to 
head the Government's inquiry into the Po Shan Landslide 
disaster, in which 67 people died, many more were badly 
injured and several huge buildings collapsed. Tony soon 
became involved in countless hydraulic engineering projects 
throughout Asia, amongst them the construction of the High 
Island dam which made secure (from China) the water supply 
of Hong Kong.The design techniques used in this project 
were, at the time, cutting edge. Over the almost 30 years he 
spent in HK, a place he grew to love, Tony was active in 
pursuing his ambition to create a system of roads and bridges 
linking the many islands of HK, thereby "increasing the 
advancement and comfort of the people of HK". 
During his years in HK, Tony travelled to many of the world's 
capital cities to read papers to faculties of the world's leading 
hydraulic engineers. After reading a paper to Russians in the 
Arctic port of Archangel, where he was sure "they didn't 
understand a bloody word", they "got their own back by 
feeding me a fish soup that had things swimming in it that a 
starving dog would refuse to eat". 
When he arrived in HK, Tony "did not know one end of a 
horse from the other" but by the time he left he was a superb 
horseman, having competed in many differing equestrian 
activities, not least Polo at which he became an international 
player, representing Hong Kong all over the world, at times as 
captain of the team. 

In retirement, Tony took a while to settle to the gentle pace of 
rural Somerset after the glamour of mixing with the "Top 
Brass" in HK.  He continued to play polo at Taunton, 
however, and soon became a local councillor and a magistrate, 
the latter an activity he soon abandoned, since he felt that his 
time in the Far East had made him "a judge in the mould of 
Judge Jeffries". 
Tony was a brilliant engineer whose contribution to his 
profession was recognised by the award of an OBE, a superb 
horseman, a great raconteur, a staunch and generous friend 
and the best of company. He will be much missed by his 
lovely wife Frannie, his four children and his many friends 
worldwide. 
This tribute was provided by Tony's rugby playing friend and 
erstwhile flatmate, Brian Jobson (1944-50). 
 

John Little (1929-37) 
John David Little, who died on 13 June 2014 at the age of 94, 
spent most of his working life as a general practitioner in the 
north of England. His long career saw the beginning of the 
National Health Service and he was a founder member of the 
Royal College of General Practitioners. 
John was born on 3 August 1919 at Wallington in Surrey, the 
youngest of three children. His father was an Examiner at the 
Patent Office.  John was educated at Whitgift School in 
Croydon. He was good at sport, especially shooting, and 
represented Whitgift at Bisley. 
In 1937 he won an open scholarship to Oriel College, Oxford, 
to study medicine. The outbreak of war in 1939 and the need 
for more doctors meant that medical students in Oxford 
completed their course in only 4 years, after which they were 
awarded a pass degree. Towards the end of his studies, John 
moved into lodgings at 6 Bevington Road (now part of St 
Anne's College). His landlady was the widow of the late Eric 
Peet, Reader in Egyptology at Queen's College, and it was 
there that John met his future wife Esme who was Eric Peet's 
niece.  They married in 1942 after John qualified as a doctor. 
After a year's training in hospitals John joined the Royal Army 
Medical Corps and was sent to the Sudan where he worked in 
a field hospital in Khartoum. He acquired a working 
knowledge of Arabic and throughout his life took delight, 
when requested, in trotting out crucial phrases in that language 
such as "Where is the pain?" And "Have you a cough?" 
He returned to England in 1946 and in 1947 he and Esme 
moved to Whitby where John joined a medical practice. Their 
three children were born there. The founding of the National 
Health Service in 1948 was not without its teething troubles 
and a particular bone of contention was the remuneration of 
GPs which was regarded by the BMA as inadequate. The 
situation was eventually resolved by an adjudicator, Mr 
Justice Danckwert and the Danckwert  Award, as it became 
known, brought about a better basis of payment for GPs in the 
future. John wrote a short poem celebrating this award and 
this was published (unattributed) in The Lancet in 1952: 
 

St Danckwert's Morn - a joyous day it was! 
For all the frost outside, it was not cold; 

Into ten thousand bank accounts there pass 
Those slips of paper, symbolising gold, 

That day no doctor, whether young or old, 
Forebore in speech or thought to offer praise 

To him whose verdict, just as it was bold, 
Brought springtime to all hearts and merry lays; 

Enough! Be thankful for this day of days. 
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In 1954 the family moved to Darlington and John worked as a 
General Practitioner until his retirement in 1987. His work 
brought him into contact with all manner of people and he 
valued this. He was a good listener and particularly kind to 
vulnerable people. In the early years the life of a family doctor 
was very different from that of today. There was no system of 
appointments - surgeries went on until the waiting room was 
empty. Patients' notes and hospital referral letters were 
handwritten. Out of hours duties were covered within the 
practice and for many years John was on call one night in 
three and one weekend in seven. It was not unusual for him to 
be out two or three times in a night and as there were no 
mobile phones he would often return home to find that another 
call  had   come   in   during   his   absence.   He specialised  in  
obstetrics and many babies were delivered by him, including 
one on Christmas Day which delayed the Little family's 
Christmas lunch for several hours. 
John was a man of many interests.  He greatly enjoyed music, 
especially the music of J S Bach. He was a keen cellist and 
whilst at Oxford he played string quartets with college friends. 
He was a member of the Darlington Orchestra for nearly 50 
years. He was an enthusiastic golfer and could remember the 
layout of virtually any course on which he had played. He 
loved walking in the Lake District and many family holidays 
were spent there.  He had a lively sense of humour and loved 
to make excruciating puns. He enjoyed crosswords, 
particularly The Times cryptic which he did every day. He 
was very fond of cats. His first cat Stallworthy who shared his 
lodgings at Oxford had been rescued from the blitz and was 
named after Professor Stallworthy, an eminent Oxford 
Gynaecologist.  
John was a modest man who never sought the limelight but 
who never lost his instinct to care for people. He is survived 
by his wife Esme, with whom he spent nearly 72 happy years, 
his two daughters Gillian and Clare, his daughter-in-law 
Linda, his three grandchildren and his two great-
grandchildren. 
This appreciation written by his daughter Clare, in similar 
form but with more emphasis on Oxford days, appeared also 
in the Oriel College Record for 2014. 
 

Peter Andrews (1929-38) 
Peter Gibson Andrews, age 94, 
of Wilmington, Delaware, died 
June 4, 2014.  Born in 1920 in 
Chiswick, the son of George 
C.G. and Ada Andrews (née 
Davies), he grew up in 
Carshalton.  He graduated from 
the Whitgift School and won a 
scholarship to Sidney Sussex 
College at Cambridge 
University, where he read 
Mechanical Sciences. He 
graduated in 1940 with a First 

Class Honours degree and earned the Rex Moir Prize as the 
top engineering graduate. 
After a year doing rocket research for the Admiralty, Mr. 
Andrews was assigned to the Royal Navy where he served on 
four different warships as an engineering officer.   As part of 
the Allied Russian convoys, in 1942, he survived the sinking 
of the light cruiser HMS Edinburgh in the Arctic Circle.  In 
1943, he served on the light cruiser HMS Belfast during the 
Battle of the North Cape, in which the German battlecruiser 

Scharnhorst was sunk. On D-Day, he was aboard HMS Belfast 
off Gold Beach in support of the Allied landings. HMS Belfast 
is now part of the Imperial War Museum permanently moored 
in London.   
After demobilisation in 1946, Mr. Andrews joined Imperial 
Chemical Industries (ICI) in the north of England.   He was 
sent to Providence, Rhode Island in 1952 to work on an ICI 
joint venture. There he met Jean Carol Fitzgerald.  They 
married in 1954, and returned to live in England, where their 
two children were born.  In 1958, the family moved to the 
United States, and settled in Williamsburg, Virginia, where 
Mr. Andrews worked for the Dow Chemical Company.  In 
1971, he moved with his family to Bethesda, Maryland, where 
he worked for the International Finance Corporation (IFC), 
part of the World Bank Group, and became an expert in 
synthetic fibres.  He retired in 1985 and continued to consult 
for a number of years.  
Mr. Andrews was one of five founding directors of the Sidney 
Sussex Foundation, and he was later a member of Sidney's 
1596 Society.  He was a Fellow of the Institution of Chemical 
Engineers.  Mr. Andrews became a U.S. citizen in 2009. 
Mr. Andrews was an enthusiastic athlete and skilled 
marksman. He enjoyed playing rugby, skiing and golfing.  A 
competitive runner, at age 65, he completed the D.C. 
Marathon in 3 hours, 41 minutes.  Mr. Andrews travelled 
abroad extensively for work and on vacation and visited more 
than 80 countries. Mr. and Mrs. Andrews walked across the 
north of England in 1993.  They also enjoyed family beach 
vacations in the Outer Banks for many decades.  They both 
enjoyed playing bridge.  
In 2008, after 53 years of marriage, his beloved wife Jean 
predeceased him. He is survived by his sister, Joan Andrews, 
of Sutton, Surrey; his son, Richard Andrews, and daughter-in-
law, Cathy Lanctot, of Wilmington, Delaware; his daughter, 
Patricia Andrews, and son-in-law, Michael Gray, of New 
York, New York, and Boston, Massachusetts; and his two 
grandchildren, Peter and Amy Andrews, of Wilmington, 
Delaware.  
This appreciation was provided by Peter Andrews' son 
Richard. 
 

Philip Beattie (1949-58) 
Teacher and community activist; born: 1 November 1939; 
died: 17 October 2014.  
Philip Beattie, who has died aged 74 very suddenly while on 
holiday in Turkey, was a teacher active in church and 
community and much loved and respected by all who knew 
him. The strong theme of his life was service, and the 
mainspring of his commitment was his Christian faith, 
expressed through his long-standing membership of 
Wellington Church, Glasgow and his community involvement.  
Philip, as an evacuee from London, was born in Galashiels 
where his grandfather was a minister. After the war ended the 
family returned to Carshalton, Surrey and Philip went to 
Whitgift School in Croydon, where he was head boy and 
distinguished himself also on the sports field. He read modern 
languages at St John's College, Oxford, where he met his wife 
Ruth through the Iona Society, associated with St Columba's 
Church. After their marriage in 1962 they moved to Glasgow 
where Mr Beattie took up a teaching post at Glasgow 
Academy, and played a leading part in extra-curricular 
activities - rugby, cricket, CCF, music and drama. 
Subsequently, he became principal teacher of modern 
languages at Dalziel High School, Motherwell and then at 
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Woodside School, Glasgow. On retiring from full-time 
teaching he taught part-time for several years at Hutcheson's 
Grammar School where he formed close friendships with 
colleagues with whom he much enjoyed continuing to meet 
regularly. His interests were many and wide-ranging, and his 
considerable gift and enthusiasm for languages and music 
have been inherited by his family. As well as the languages, 
he loved French and German culture and made many friends 
abroad, particularly in Hameln, the pied piper town, where he 
taught for a year.  
He was a devoted family man and will be missed particularly 
by Ruth, his son Kenneth and daughter Judith, and her 
children Joe and Samantha. Philip, along with Ruth and the 
children, enjoyed legendary family camping holidays every 
summer to Europe where the children were not allowed to 
have an ice-cream unless they requested it in the appropriate 
language.  
Mr Beattie supported Ruth faithfully during her demanding 
term of office as chairman of the Royal Scottish Country 
Dance Society, including several overseas visits, and they 
much enjoyed holidays abroad and their times together in the 
caravan at Glendaruel where they were staying a fortnight 
before he died. He was a keen armchair sports enthusiast, 
loved classical music, sang for many years with the Bearsden 
Burgh Choir and, as leading tenor, was a mainstay of the 
Wellington choir.  
His years of committed service as a lynch-pin of the 
Wellington congregation cannot be over-valued - as 
conscientious district elder (he was ordained at the unusually 
early age of 27), as one of the team leaders at the Crypt Cafe 
for students, as the organiser of the Friday lunch-time Cosy 
Cafe at Hillhead High School and the Thursday evenings 
Questions of Faith discussion group, and in undertaking 
numerous other tasks that keep the church going. He was 
active too in the community in other ways - for many years 
helping regularly at Glasgow City Mission's Wayside Café, as 
a local volunteer on Milngavie community projects, and 
helping out with leaflet distribution for the Liberal Democrats.  
But it is above all for what and who he was rather than what 
he did that he will be remembered - his friendly, 
compassionate, courteous, unassuming personality; his gentle 
humour and wisdom; his dependability; and his impressive 
and inspiring but never obtrusive Christian witness.  
The very large attendance at the thanksgiving service at 
Wellington on 30 October is testament to how much he will be 
missed by all those who knew him and wished to honour his 
memory and express their love and support for Ruth, Kenneth, 
Judith and the wider family who survive him.  
Obituary by Norman Shanks, Herald Scotland, 15 November 
2014 
 

Nick Cooper (1965-71) 
The remarkable number of friends 
who attended Nick Cooper's funeral 
in December 2014 was a great tribute 
to the life of this extraordinary man 
who died a few weeks before his 
60th birthday. Nick was blessed with 
the priceless gift of always making 
people smile. As the tributes that 
poured into the OW Cricket Club and 
the eulogies at the funeral service 
reminded, there was never a dull 
moment when Nick was around. 

Nick's parents, Beryl and Alan, decided that the second name 
of their first son would be in honour of Frank Tyson who took 
7-27 to win the Melbourne Test for England against Australia 
on the day Nick was born, it was perhaps inevitable that 
cricket would become a major influence in Nick's life. Nick 
left Whitgift School in 1971, where his contemporaries would 
say that he had already made a reputation as a 'free spirit', and 
immediately joined the OWCC where he was to become one 
of the club's great characters. An attacking opening bat who 
relished fast bowling, Nick soon became the life and soul of 
the club, particularly in Cricket Weeks where he would often 
move into one of the dressing rooms for the week. He scored 
several high-quality 100s when in his twenties - no mean 
achievement considering his maximum contribution in the bar 
long into the night.  
Nick subsequently skippered both the 2nd XI (1993-1994) and 
the 1stXI (1995-1996) when he would reward his side for 
league victories with a 'jug of your choice'.  Many will 
remember fondly his legendary bar antics, including of course 
his inimitable rendition of his party piece 'The Beastie'. Nick 
played well into his fifties, even opening the batting for the 
Whitgift Cricketer Cup side against Sherborne in 2008 aged 
53.  Nick was also, of course, a much-loved member of the 
Paralytics for whom he played for 25 years, top scoring with a 
memorable hundred at Dulwich which was a prelude to 
joining Dulwich on several lively tours to South Wales. He 
also turned out for the Nomads and Ardingly CC. 
Nick's career started with a spell in banking at Coutts but he 
really came into his own running companies specialising in 
lawn maintenance and installation of cricket squares: the 
wonderful wickets at Croham Road and at Tonbridge School, 
among others, will be a long lasting memory of his skill and 
devotion to the highest standards.  Nick's life was changed 
forever by a serious accident in 2010: it made him a 'star' of 
the television programme 24 Hours in A&E and viewers 
watched as he started the long road to recovery (spiced 
naturally with amusing anecdotes). After returning home, he 
devoted most of his time to his love of painting and, of course, 
visiting what became his second home - Lord's. 
He will be sorely missed and our thoughts are with his brother 
Nigel and the rest of his family at this very sad time. One 
former OWCC player said in his tribute: "Nick, you are not 
someone anybody forgets" which is his true memorial. 
Adapted from a tribute prepared by Stuart Woodrow (1968-
75), former President WA and Chairman of OW Cricket Club 
 

Peter Toon (1945-51) 
Peter Toon, who has died at the age of 
79, was a fine all-round games player 
winning School colours for rugby, 
cricket and athletics who throughout 
his life maintained a keen interest in 
Whitgift and sport. This interest, and 
his involvement in OW affairs, 
suggests he would have made a significant input into the OW 
administration had he remained near Croydon. 
After leaving Whitgift he qualified as a Mechanical Engineer 
and went to live in Buckinghamshire where he retained his 
involvement in rugby, first playing and then coaching at 
Chiltern RFC. In 1978 his career took him to Canada where he 
remained until his death, although making frequent visits to 
see his family and friends in the UK. In Canada he had a very 
successful business career and adapted his sporting skills to 
cross-country skiing, tennis and golf. 
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In the fifties Peter played more than 220 games for the 
OWRFC 1st XV as a back row forward and, unusually for that 
position, was the season's top  points scorer on more than one 
occasion, demonstrating his ability to "read" the game and 
instinctively be in the right place at the right time. Over the 
same period he played for the OWCC as an attacking batsman 
and athletic fielder playing many games for the 1st X1 and 
captaining the 2nd XI, where his personality and leadership 
skills led to some extremely successful and happy seasons. He 
was an intelligent player who thought deeply about any game 
he played, rarely inflicting his views on others unless asked, 
but strong in his views, particularly on the way the game 
should be played - competitive but sporting. 
His connections with Whitgift went far beyond the playing 
field. He married Brenda, sister of Michael and David Priest, 
OWs, and his sister married Roy Lewis, President of the OWA 
and captain of the OWCC. Brenda and Peter had three 
children and seven grandchildren who have inherited his many 
qualities. 
 
Dr John Atherton (1952-56) 
John Atherton died in June 2014 at the age of 76. He observed 
only last year in a letter to Peter Cox (1955-64) written from 
his home in Samoa after reading Peter's book Memories of 
Whitgift "When I left school in 1956 I had no desire to join 
the OW Association or to maintain contact with the school, 
but I was advised that later in life my attitude would probably 
change. And so it has". The rarity of OW doctors in Samoa 
prompted the Editor of OW News to make contact with John 

to find out how he had made his 
way to such a remote location. The 
response was a short memoir, 
elements of which were due to be 
reproduced in later editions of OW 
News. Sadly, John's memoir has 
instead become a self-written 
obituary. 
Papali'i Dr Viopapa Annandale 
Atherton and her late husband Dr 
John Atherton  
 

Whitgift to Samoa… 
"When I was due to leave school in 1956 I had little or no idea 
about what I wanted to do. One of my classmates had already 
made up his mind: from an early age he knew he wanted to be 
an actuarial statistician! (I didn't know how to say it let alone 
what it meant.) Another boy could not wait to start working 
for his father who managed the local Millett's store in Sutton 
High St.  
I prayed for guidance. Answer came there none - at least that 
is how it seemed to me. A religious apologist might argue that 
looking back on my life now I should be able to recognise that 
a spirit had actually been guiding me all along, but that I was 
simply unaware of it. The spirit moves in mysterious ways, 
they say. But then I am not a religious apologist. Of one thing 
however I was certain: I did expect to go to university. Both 
my father and his sister had been to universities. But to which 
university I should go, and to study what subject, remained 
problems. Because maths and physics had been my main 
subjects it seemed only logical to apply for engineering. I was 
offered a place at Bristol University. (I had previously applied 
to Peterhouse in Cambridge - my father's old college - but 
failed the entrance exams abysmally. Incidentally, my father 

and his younger brother both went to Whitgift when it was 
sited at North End).  
The Head Master, Mr Marlar, told me I was a late developer. I 
think I am still trying to catch up. But now in later years, I 
consider it more an advantage than a handicap. As my cohort 
was the last to be called up for National Service (which ended 
in 1958), Mr Marlar advised me to do National Service first: 
'you will get a lot more out of a university education in two 
years' time', he said. How right he was. I deferred my 
application to Bristol.  
I pre-empted service in the forces by registering as a 
conscientious objector and joining the Friends' Ambulance 
Unit (FAU-IS). Many thought this hypocritical of me as I had 
been a sergeant in the CCF Signals Section. My friends 
considered me some sort of traitor. But 'Spud' Russell was 
supportive. I vaguely recall that he was a Quaker. One school 
friend - Ian Tye (we always claimed his name to be the 
shortest on the school roll) - challenged me one day: 'John!' he 
said, 'Are you telling me that if you had a rifle in your hands, 
and an enemy was about to rape your sister, you would not 
wing him in the shoulder?' I explained that I would not have a 
rifle in my hands as the Ambulance Corps was a non-
combatant corps.  
One of the lessons we learnt from Capt. Worsell in the signals 
section I still find particularly useful. It was how to deliver a 
lecture: 'Start by telling them what you are going to say; say it; 
and round off by reminding them what you have just said.' I 
still use this formula and pass on its wisdom to anyone I meet 
who is preparing to give a talk. 
The great advantage of alternative over military service was 
that we did some really useful things; painting stones, saluting 
anything that moved, digging up holes only to fill them in 
again, was not for us. I was posted to a general hospital in 
Bradford. Actually I volunteered. The Unit leader said no-one 
had volunteered before. They couldn't get over it. But then my 
family originated from Bradford and I found it a grand city - 
in those days! (They were still reminiscing about the year 
Bradford won the FA cup). 
My position in Bradford was ward-orderly on a genito-urinary 
(GU) surgical unit. My most responsible duty was to collect 
and measure the patients' urine. Maths and physics came in 
handy there. (I then had to clean up the urine bottles - and 
other things!) But the point of this story is that on the wards of 
the Bradford Royal Infirmary I had an epiphany. I decided I 
didn't want to be an engineer after all. I wanted something 
more 'hands-on'. I decided to be a nurse. My nursing friends 
were delighted but insisted I should set my sights higher and 
apply to become a doctor. 'Where?' I asked. 'Well, seeing you 
are already half way there, why not Edinburgh?' I matriculated 
into the Edinburgh Medical School two years later. Bristol 
was not amused. 
To understand what happened next, a diversion is necessary. 
One of the more famous Edinburgh surgeons of the last 
century was one Professor Thomas Annandale (1876-1924). 
He had two sons - Stanley and Bethune Inglis - from the 
daughter, Mary Eveline Nelson, of the Nelson printing 
business. The two sons were gentlemen adventurers who 
travelled to the South Pacific as part of the Scottish diaspora 
of the colonial era. Bethune started a family in Samoa. 
Bethune's grand-daughter - Viopapa Annandale - studied 
medicine at Otago University in Dunedin at the same time that 
I was studying in Edinburgh. (Those who know New Zealand 
will be aware that Dunedin prides itself on its epithet, 
'Edinburgh of the South'.) Now you can see where this is 
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leading. Many of us recognise the need to seek out our roots, 
to learn more about where we have come from. Dr Viopapa 
Annandale was appointed House Surgeon to the same unit in 
Edinburgh where her great-grandfather had been professor. 
We were married a year later.  
After completing some post-graduate studies (I took the 
Edinburgh surgical Fellowship) we moved to Samoa where we 
have lived on and off ever since. We sailed from Southampton 
to Suva (Fiji) in 1971 on the P & O liner 'Oronsay'. I was 
appointed surgeon to the National Hospital in Apia. In the 
mid-eighties however, when we were living in Norwich, I 
made a career change and switched from surgery to General 
Practice. Now semi-retired, I still do four morning clinics each 
week. 
When I left Whitgift I had no desire to join the OWA; but I 
was advised that I would probably feel quite differently about 
it in years to come. I cannot remember how it happened - I 
probably surfed the Net - but about 5 years ago I came across 
a name I recognised: Peter Warren. As most people will 
probably know, Peter used to be our cross-country champion 
(even though we could not work out how he did it!) He wrote 
to say he remembered me, which surprised me, because being 
the weakest runner in our team, I would have expected him to 
have been at home having his supper by the time I crossed the 
line. But I used to take encouragement from the thought that if 
I was the weakest member of our team, and could avoid 
coming last overall, our team couldn't be all that bad.  
Peter paid me a great honour when I attended my one and only 
(up 'til now) Annual Dinner (the 114th in 2009) by seating me 
next to him on the head table. I will never forget that. 
JOHN ATHERTON 
Apia, Samoa" 
 

Dr Atherton's death was reported locally as follows: 
A prominent personality in the medical profession, Dr. John 
Atherton, has passed away. He died at the Moto'otua Hospital 
on Tuesday. He was 76. Dr. Atherton's death was confirmed 
by his wife, Papali'i Dr. Viopapa Annandale-Atherton. She 
told the Samoa Observer yesterday that her husband died after 
a battle with a long-term lung disorder. Dr. Atherton passed 
away a few weeks away from his birthday on June 18th. 
Papali'i remembered her husband as being witty and having a 
"dry sense of humour". "He was a great writer and thinker that 
wrote many letters to the Samoa Observer," she said. "He has 
read the different religious books, Koran, Mormon, teaching 
of Buddha and read the Bible three times. John read all the 
religious books for understanding and deeper meaning of the 
soul. He was in search of his view of God." She said her 
husband also enjoyed writing, often putting pen to paper about 
issues that fancied him. "He would write about local politics, 
philosophy particularly comparative religion," she said. 
She also remembers his adventurous character. "He loved to 
travel with his wife," she said, smiling. "We would go on a 
round the world trip every two years and visit family in 
England and Spain. His favourite place to visit was Austria. 
"He never missed visits to Austria because he helped the 
Hungarian refugees in World War II by building their homes." 
Born in Surrey, England, Dr. Atherton served the community 
of Samoa particularly in the medical field for more than 30 
years. He retired from full medical practice in 2007 but went 
back to do part time practice in 2008. Dr. Atherton was first 
appointed as Assistant Surgeon at Tupua Tamasese Meaole 
Hospital from 1971 - 1974. His second appointment as 
Surgeon Specialist, Chief Surgeon, was from 1976 - 1982. In 

1993 he established the Soifua Manuia clinic at Matautu with 
his wife Papali'i. Dr. Atherton was a founding member of the 
Samoa General Practitioners Association and was later 
Secretary and President. He was also a member of the 
Mapusaga o Aiga and board member of Samoa Cancer 
Society. 
Dr. Atherton is survived by his wife and two sons, Malvern 
and James Atherton. 
Samoa Observer 7 June 2014 
 

Brief lives… 
 

Derek Richmond (1939-46) 
Derek Richmond, who was a member of the 1st XV and 
Captain of the School in his last year at Whitgift died in 
October 2014 at the age of 86. After school he undertook 
National Service in Northern Ireland, Folkestone, Egypt and 
Palestine (1946-48) before studying at New College, London 
prior to entering the ministry of the Congregational Church. In 
1953 he became Assistant Minister at Richmond Hill 
Congregational Church in Bournemouth and then moved in 
1957 to Havant as Minister. In 1961 he returned to his roots 
(he was born in Purley) and became Minister of Caterham 
Congregational Church where he remained for twelve years. 
In 1973 he moved to West Wickham where he spent twenty 
years as Minister of Emmanuel United Reformed Church. He 
retired in 1993 and served for a number of years as Associate 
Minister at Marsh Green, Edenbridge.  
Derek was a much loved and respected in his Ministry of over 
60 years - his sermons were described as "a delight" and he 
had the warmest of hearts that built trust and understanding 
with his congregation. 
 

This appreciation was provided by John Hain (1949-55) 
 

Adrian Earl (1959-67) 
After school and having gained his accountancy qualifications 
in Newcastle, Adrian returned to London and worked for 
McDougalls, the flour giant, for a few years.  He played a lot 
of squash at this time mainly for the OW Squash Club.  But he 
had itchy feet and saw travelling and working in Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain, Gibraltar and Hong Kong as more exciting. He 
certainly found excitement in Saudi where as the European 
Accountant of a company he found himself falsely charged 
with misdemeanours carried out by the locals and had to make 
a hurried and unconventional exit to Bahrain!  He became 
very involved in ex-pat activities in all these places. 
Eventually he achieved his real ambition to live and work in 
Australia where he stayed for the rest of his life. He was able 
to enjoy his passions of squash, sailing and gliding and also 
was an excellent host to many family and OW visitors over 
the years. He married and was divorced twice and had no 
children. 
Richard Greaves (1936-43) 
Dick Greaves, who has died at the age of 88, was a very hard-
working member of the WA and the Sports Club in particular. 
For many years, he was largely responsible for maintaining 
the Clubhouse in first class condition. He was a Vice-
President of the Whitgiftian Association and will be sorely 
missed. 
Richard left Whitgift before his last VIth form Term to take up 
the opportunity of a Short Term Commission course at 
Brasenose College, Oxford, following which he joined HMS 
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Duke of York. He then saw Arctic Convoy Escort Duty, the 
sinking of the Scharnhorst and the D-Day Landings. He was 
demobbed in 1946, subsequently qualified as a Quantity 
Surveyor and joined D.R.Nolan & Co, eventually becoming a 
Partner, and also an RICS Fellow.  
Richard was a strong supporter of Scouting and in 1974, with 
just one other parent, he designed and built the 18th Purley's 
first HQ, which is still the heart of the complex at the corner 
of Farmfields in Sanderstead. 
In the summer of 2014, Richard was delighted to be presented 
by both the British and Russian authorities with medals for his 
Arctic involvement, but sadly the time he had to enjoy them 
proved very limited. 
This appreciation is by David Thomas (1944-52) 
 

John Cole (1944-52) 
After thoroughly enjoying his time at Whitgift, having been a 
Petty Officer in the RN Section of the CCF, John was able to 
undertake his National Service in the Royal Navy. 
Unfortunately, towards the end of this he contracted TB, 
which was treated with the then new drug streptomycin. Being 
new, the side effects were unknown, but the probable 
overdose he received had a massively progressive effect on his 
hearing thereafter. 
After his initial recovery, John graduated as a Chemical 
Engineer from Imperial College, London. He specialised in 
cooling systems and evaporators, he joined Kestners, and later 
moved to APV, his work generating much approval both in 
the UK and overseas which necessitated frequent trips, 
particularly to China and to Denmark. His Danish contacts 
retained his services as a consultant for 5 years after his 
retirement. 
Sadly type 2 diabetes masked his rapid cancer development. 
However, he was delighted to be able to hold his first 
grandson in his arms just three days before his premature 
departure. 
This appreciation is by David Thomas (1944-52) 
 
Robert Webber (1936-44) 
Bob Webber was a man with a huge range of interests and 
skills.  In no particular order, he was a sailor, rugby player and 
referee, participant in amateur dramatics, bagpipe player - 
fortunately infrequent and without the bags, just the chanter - 
amateur archaeologist, photographer (developing his own 
films and making the prints), home movie maker, rifle shooter, 
stamp collector and exhibitor including being a stalwart 
member and past president of Kingston upon Thames and 
District Philatelic Society. He was passionate about model 
railways. He was a great man for Do It Yourself and light 
building: there was little he wouldn't attempt and only very 
occasionally did his work require emergency remediation (I do 
recall a nail through a water pipe in the bathroom). He was a 
cook, particularly of curry, a country wine maker - there are 
still a few bottles in the loft -a genealogist - family history was 
a big interest in his later years - an ornithologist, a hoarder - 
"you never know when this might come in handy", gardener 
and, for a little while, an allotment holder. Especially though, 
he was a military man after fifteen years or so in the Royal 
Regiment of Artillery with some interesting detached and 
attached postings including with the Gurkhas, a school old 
boy, an enthusiastic member of the Old Whitgiftian Corps of 
Drums and the donor/player of its bass drum. Running through 
all of this, albeit in a low key way, was a commitment to 

family both immediate (his wife to whom he was devoted and 
three children) and wider as shown by his work on the family 
tree and continuing contact with the Dunlops and, particularly, 
the Webber diaspora in Canada and Australia.  
He was born on 27 April 1926 in South Croydon to Janet and 
Vernon Harold Webber (1898-1901), an insurance official 
and was the youngest of three brothers. He followed Dick and 
Jack to Whitgift and subsequently into the army, though 
joining the Gunners rather than the infantry; both his brothers 
served in the Argylls.   
He joined the army in September 1944 undergoing basic 
training in County Durham, with the Duke of Wellington's. In 
November, it was the Gunners with anti-tank training at 
Shoeburyness. He was commissioned in 1946 and served in 
amongst other places India, Woolwich, BAOR, two and a half 
years in Malaya during the emergency - with 7th Gurkha 
Rifles and 26 Field Regiment and in Libya with 26 Field.  His 
last overseas posting, from late 1953 to September 1955, was  
with 82 Locating Battery in the Canal Zone Egypt. During this 
deployment to Egypt, he returned to the UK, briefly, to marry 
our mother at All Saints Church, Fulham on 27 March 1954, 
just over sixty years ago. His final postings were in Wiltshire, 
at Bulford and at the School of Artillery, on Salisbury Plain - 
all three children were born at the military hospital at 
Tidworth. 
Bob was a casualty of a huge contraction of the UK's military 
capabilities in the late 50's, leaving the army in September 
1959 with a lot of memories, a pension and having done a few 
courses to prepare him for civilian life including bricklaying 
and painting/decorating.  None of these skills was ever used 
professionally but he kept his house in tip top condition. 
He was extremely reluctant to leave the army and the future 
was uncertain.  After briefly flirting with the idea of getting 
into chicken farming, the family moved to Nigeria for two 
years 1960 and 1961 where Bob worked for Amalgamated Tin 
Mines of Nigeria at Jos, in the north of the country. The 
family returned to England in 1962, settling in Chessington 
with Bob becoming district manager for Rediffusion, a job 
which he did for five years before joining the Brewers' Society 
as information officer, a role that he held until his retirement 
in 1990.  
Retirement, after we had all left home (more or less) allowed 
Bob and his wife to travel and for him spend time on his huge 

 
To Bob's left in the photograph is Jonathan Horne MBE 
(1952-57) who was often cited as being the longest serving 
drummer in the British Army. To Bob's right is Mick 
Harewood who was the School's bandmaster from 1997-2007. 
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range of interests but in later years he became increasingly 
frail which was frustrating for him, given the active life he had 
led. But, with the help of a carer and though still frail, he 
enjoyed reasonable health until his admission to Kingston 
Hospital in mid July where he died on 12 September 2014. 
This appreciation is based on the address given at Bob 
Webber's funeral by his son Ian 
 

Ian McAuslan (1957-64) 
Ian McAuslan, who has died at the age of 68, was an 
outstanding classicist who went up to King's College, 
Cambridge in 1964 as an exhibitioner. He was also an able 
actor in School productions, a talented pianist and organist. 
His ability in Latin was a revelation to those privileged to 
share A level lessons with him. As others struggled to 
translate Virgil into lumpen English prose, Ian dashed off his 
work in sophisticated verse; Cicero was similarly no great 
challenge to Ian: when he read his version it actually made 
sense because he truly understood both text and background.  
It was no great surprise to find that Ian made his career as a 
schoolmaster, ultimately as Head of Classics at Eton College. 
He was highly regarded in the academic world and was the 
author of numerous books on a wide range of classical topics 
including Homer, Greek Tragedy, Virgil and Women in 
Antiquity. He was editor of the journal Greece & Rome, was 
in charge of New Surveys in the Classics and held positions of 
responsibility within the Classical Association. 
This appreciation is by Nigel Platts (1955-64) 
 

Richard Pater (1955-63) 
Richard Pater was the son of a senior civil servant at the 
Ministry of Health who had married into a dynasty of 
distinguished Whitgiftian public servants. Richard and his 
elder brother, Edward, were thereby related to the Whitteridge 
brothers (respectively a senior ambassador and an Oxford 
professor of physiology and FRS) and the Furtados (who 
included among their number a Presiding Commissioner of 
Inland Revenue and, more recently, Peter, historian and editor 
of History Today). This sense of public service and his 
Methodist background were overriding influences on his life - 
an  early  example  that  comes  to  mind  was  his  vociferous  

denunciation of the Suez invasion of 1956. We were ten years 
old and most of the class came from Daily Telegraph reading 
families that saw the actions of the British Government as 
matters not to be questioned: to hear fiercely held and 
eloquently presented contrary views from another small boy 
was challenging to say the least.  
Richard followed his father and brother to Queens' College, 
Cambridge and spent his career with Provincial Insurance in 
Kendal. In Cumbria, he was deeply involved with the 
Methodist church and gained some celebrity as a radio 
broadcaster when he followed on horseback the journeys of 
John Wesley across northern England. 
A few years ago I saw Richard on Oxenholme station waiting 
for a train to London - the hair was white, the beard was like 
an Old Testament prophet and the eyes were those of that ten 
year old boy who already knew that Suez was a disaster.  
This appreciation is by Nigel Platts (1955-64) 

 
Stephen Yeo (1968-75) 
Stephen Yeo, son of John Yeo a long serving science master at 
the School, has died at the early age of 56. After leaving the 
School, he trained to be an actuary with Clay & Partners, 
where he spent nearly 20 years including six as a partner. He 
was a member of the Executive Board of Clay when the 
partnership was sold to Alexander & Alexander (now part of 
Aon). In 1996, Stephen decided to take time out and spent the 
next 5 years sailing around the world with his wife Alison in 
their 45 foot sailing yacht. After he returned in 2001, he 
became Pensions Policy Adviser to the Conservative Party 
working closely with David Willetts. Jointly with David 
Willetts MP he wrote the pamphlet A fair deal for everyone on 
pensions that pledged the Conservative Party to reverse the 
spread of means testing by restoring the earnings link to the 
basic State pension. In 2004 he joined Watson Wyatt in a 
senior role responsible for communications with the press: he 
was often quoted in the press and interviewed on radio and 
television on pension related matters.  In 2008, he retired to 
spend time on his many interests including sailing, chess and 
travelling.  
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T H E  W H I T G I F T I A N  A S S O C I A T I O N  
 
 

WA	  ANNUAL	  DINNER,	  FRIDAY	  JUNE	  12th,	  2015	  

At	  the	  Caledonian	  Club,	  9	  Halkin	  Street,	  London,	  SW1X7DR	  
	  

 

 
	  

	  

	   	   An	  Invitation	  from	  your	  President,	  Sir	  Keith	  Lindblom	   
	  
	  

The	  Caledonian	  Club	  was	  originally	  founded	  in	  1891	  as	  a	  proprietary	  club	  	  
located	  in	  Belgravia.	  It	  re-‐formed	  in	  1917,	  under	  the	  leadership	  of	  the	  	  
Marquis	  Tullibardine	  who	  appealed	  to	  members	  to	  make	  it	  the	  national	  club	  and	  headquarters	  for	  
Scots	  in	  London.	  	  In	  1948	  it	  moved	  to	  its	  ‘grand	  and	  beautiful’	  premises	  in	  Belgravia,	  where	  we	  are	  
privileged	  to	  be	  holding	  this	  year’s	  dinner.	  	  

 

The	  cost	  will	  be	  £85	  for	  WA	  members	  and	  their	  partners,	  £95	  for	  OW	  non-‐members	  and,	  as	  a	  special	  incentive	  for	  OWs	  
under	  30,	  the	  cost	  will	  be	  £45.	  	  Pre-‐dinner	  drinks	  will	  be	  served	  in	  the	  Morrison	  Room,	  followed	  by	  an	  excellent	  three-‐
course	  dinner	  in	  the	  Johnny	  Walker	  Room.	  	  Wines	  can	  be	  ordered	  in	  advance	  or	  on	  arrival.	  	  After	  dinner,	  we	  shall	  have	  
the	  opportunity	  to	  sample	  the	  Club’s	  world-‐famous	  range	  of	  Malt	  Whiskies	  in	  a	  Malt	  Whisky	  Bar	  set	  up	  exclusively	  for	  
us	  in	  the	  Library.	  	  Reception	  from	  7pm	  for	  7.45pm.	  	  Dress	  -‐	  Black	  Tie.	  
	  

Please	  complete	  and	  return	  the	  attached	  form,	  together	  with	  payment,	  to	  the	  WA	  office.	  	  Tickets	  will	  be	  issued	  by	  e-‐
mail	  in	  due	  course.	  	  For	  queries	  contact:	  020	  8633	  9926	  or	  e-‐mail:	  office@whitgiftianassociation.co.uk	  
	  

…........……………………………………………………………….............................................……………...…………………………..................................................................	  
	  

WA	  ANNUAL	  DINNER	  –	  FRIDAY	  JUNE	  12th,	  2015	  	  
RETURN	  TO:	  	  WHITGIFTIAN	  ASSOCIATION,	  HALING	  PARK,	  SOUTH	  CROYDON,	  CR2	  6YT	  

	  

Please	  send	  me	  ……...	  tickets	  for	  the	  Whitgiftian	  Association	  Annual	  Dinner	  @	  £95	  or	  £85	  (members	  only)	  or	  £45	  (under	  30’s)	  
	  

Those	  in	  my	  party	  are:	   (1)	  ............................................................................	  (2)	  ......................................................................	  
	  

	   	   	   (3)	  ............................................................................	  (4)	  ......................................................................	  
	  

I	  would	  like	  to	  be	  seated	  with	  ..........................................................	  and/or	  .................................................................................	  
	  

How	  many	  vegetarian	  meals	  are	  required	  .......	  	  	  	  	  	  	  I	  enclose	  a	  cheque	  for	  £	  ...................	  (payable	  to	  the	  Whitgiftian	  Association)	  
	  

Years	  at	  Whitgift	  	  	  ....................................	  Phone	  no	  ...............................................	  Email	  .............................................................	  
	  

Name	  	  ...........................................................	  	  Address	  ...................................................................................................................	  
	  

......................................................................................................................................................................................................... 

	  

HUR RY ! 	  
This	  event	  will	  sell	  out	  

fast.	  	  To	  make	  sure	  of	  your	  
places,	  please	  book	  as	  

soon	  as	  possible.	  
	  

The	  Club	  is	  10mins	  walk	  
from	  Victoria	  Station	  or	  
attendees	  may	  wish	  to	  
arrange	  their	  own	  group	  

transport.	  
	  

Accommodation	  is	  
available	  at	  the	  

Caledonian	  Club	  by	  prior	  
arrangement.	  
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T H E  W H I T G I F T I A N  A S S O C I A T I O N  
 

W H I T G I F T I A N  A S S O C I A T I O N ,  H A L I N G  P A R K ,  S O U T H  C R O Y D O N ,  C R 2  6 Y T  
T E L :  2 0 2  8 6 8 8  9 2 2 2  e - m a i l :  o f f i c e @ w h i t g i f t i a n a s s o c i a t i o n . c o . u k  


