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F R O M  T H E  E D I T O R . . .  
 

HIS is the tenth edition of ‘Old Whitgiftian 
News’ and it takes us through the Whitgiftian 
Association and School year from 

March/April 2015 to the first quarter of 2016. OWs 
with an interest in regular information on the 
School's progress should also look at the magazine 
‘Whitgift Life’, which is accessible on the School 
website (www.whitgift.co.uk).  
   Since the appearance of the last OW News we 
have learned that the Headmaster will retire at the end of 
Trinity Term 2017. The Barnett era has been an extraordinary 
period of success for the School: academically, in sport, in 
music, drama and other extra-curricular activities, this has 
been a time of exceptional progress. The School has far more 
pupils and the demand for places is high. We have seen the 
introduction of boarding in a spectacular new boarding house, 
the building and enjoyment of an outstanding sports and 
conference centre, grounds and gardens that win prizes and 
even a maze.  
   A few years ago we were able to visit the splendid ‘Mary 
Rose’ exhibition and this year we can view the amazing 
‘Remembering 1916’ exhibition which is already drawing 
favourable comparison with major national museums. This is 
a School brimming with confidence and the substance to 
support that confidence - Christopher Ramsey will inherit the 
soundest of establishments on which to develop and make his 
own mark. As the Good Schools Guide says: "Superb 
cosmopolitan boys' school, with outstanding facilities and a  
strong academic reputation - an example of what education is 
really about." 
   I recently heard from an OW who said that the letter I had 
sent him had prompted him to contact a School friend not 
seen for over thirty years and that his outstanding career 
"owed everything to Whitgift". It is a major aspiration of the 
Whitgiftian Association to help friendships new and old 
among alumni and to encourage a sense of belonging - this is 
done through reunions, large and small, and through helping 
OWs to make contact with long lost friends. An important 
part of the Whitgift family is to help those at the start of their 
careers through mentoring and not to forget those who face  
difficulties in their lives: here the work of the Benevolent  
Society can be a real support. Some will leave School and 

 

never look back, others will scarcely be able to stay 
away, for most, it is somewhere in the middle - in any 
event, the WA is there to help.   
   As Whitgiftians we have all benefited from the long 
term financial success of John Whitgift's Tudor 
Foundation. Fee reductions, through scholarships and 
bursaries, have helped many alumni to attend the 
School and currently some £2.5m is paid out annually 
by the Foundation to assist with fees (this is in 

addition to the substantial scholarships awarded by the 
School). Unlike nearly every other independent school, 
Whitgift has never sought significant financial support from 
alumni and friends of the School. Today, however, the 
challenge is greater than ever to meet the Founder's wishes to 
provide educational opportunity, particularly in Croydon and 
Lambeth his cherished homes. A time of low investment 
returns and of greatly increased school fees means that the 
Foundation's funds do not stretch as far as they used to do. 
With this background, the Foundation and the WA have been 
discussing raising additional funds to support future 
bursaries. A team led by Pip Burley, Chairman of the WA, 
has set up a programme to encourage financial support to the 
School's bursary fund - a dedicated charity, The Whitgiftian 
Association Trust, has been formed to deal with donations in 
a tax efficient manner. What is needed now is the generous 
support of Whitgiftians - this offers an opportunity to 
acknowledge in a tangible fashion the gift bestowed on all 
alumni. 
   Remember many OWs are fascinated to hear news of the 
careers and other activities of OWs, whether or not they are 
contemporaries. This is particularly the case after many years 
of silence. Readers, please do not hesitate to make contact 
and let us know what you have been doing for the last ten (or 
sixty) years. OWs may also send letters and messages 
directly to the WA office at Haling Park 
(office@whitgiftianassociation.c.uk) or to the Whitgift Sports 
Club either by traditional or electronic means 
(office@whitsports.co.uk). 
 

     Nigel Platts 
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P R E S I D E N T S  
 
S I R  K E I T H  L I N D B L O M  Q C  &  L O R D  T O P E  O F  S U T T O N  C B E  
 
The President for 2016 is Graham Tope - Lord Tope of Sutton, CBE  
Graham Tope was at Whitgift from 1953 to 1961. He was in Tate's house, the Royal Naval section of 
the CCF and VI History. After a spell in industry, his political career took off in 1972, when he won 
the seat of Sutton and Cheam in a parliamentary by-election.  Amongst many offices held, he is a 
member of the Committee of the Regions of the European Union and is the only person in the country 
to have served as a member of a European Institution, a member of the UK Parliament, a member of a 
regional government structure and a borough councillor all at the same time.  At the London 
Assembly, he was leader of the Liberal Democrat Group until 2006, member of the Audit Panel, and 
member of the Transport Committee. He was also a member of the Metropolitan Police Authority, 
which oversees the Metropolitan Police.  Having been appointed a Commander of the British Empire 
(CBE) in the 1991 Birthday Honours, he was created a life peer as Baron Tope of Sutton three years 
later. Graham feels greatly privileged to be President of the Whitgiftian Association for 2016 and looks forward to meeting many 
OWs during his year of office particularly at the Annual Dinner which he will host in June at the House of Lords. 
   

The President for 2015 was Sir Keith Lindblom, QC (1966-74)  
Despite his heavy workload as a High Court judge, Keith was a most active and committed President. 
He described his year thus: "I greatly enjoyed my year as President of the Whitgiftian Association. I was 
delighted to be given that opportunity. It gave me the chance to spend time with Whitgiftians of all 
generations - some of them very active in the Association, others less so. The highlight of the year, for 
me, was our dinner at the Caledonian Club in June. Several old friends from my early days at the school 
were there. And so was my father, John Lindblom (1945-48), once President of the Association 
himself. The school goes from strength to strength. Its achievements in so many fields reflect that 
progress. The Association flourishes too, largely through the efforts of Pip Burley as its Chairman and 
those who serve on its committees. I thank them all for the work they do.  I am sure the whole Whitgift 
community will continue to prosper. There is much we can do to ensure that it does. I hope many of us 
will be able to play a part in mentoring Whitgiftians early in their careers - a new project for the 

Association, which deserves our support.  I wish Graham Tope well as our President in 2016." 
 

Our Headmaster Elect 
 
It was announced on 12 April 2016 that the new Headmaster of Whitgift 
from Michaelmas Term 2017 will be Christopher Ramsey. Mr Ramsey is 
currently Headmaster of The King's School, Chester prior to which he 
was Headmaster of King's College, Taunton. He was educated at 
Brighton College and at Corpus Christi College, Cambridge where he 
read modern and medieaval languages. He has taught also at Shrewsbury 
School, The Leys School and Wellington College and is currently 
spokesman for the Headmasters' Conference on university matters. Mr 
Ramsey is married with three children. 
It may be of interest to note that he will be the School's second 
Brightonian Headmaster, the first being Geoffrey Marlar. His current 
school in Chester, founded by King Henry VIII in 1541, is very 
successful and has a fine academic reputation as well as being well 
known for rowing. A predecessor of Christopher Ramsey as headmaster 
at King's was Roger Wickson (1951-58), who retired in 2000.        Christopher Ramsey with pupils at King's, Chester 
 
 

Seb Adeniren-Olule (2006 -12) 
 

Just as OW News was going to press, we heard the sad news that Seb Adeniren-Olule 
had been killed in a road traffic collision at the age of 20. Seb went through the School 
as far as GCSE and made a name for himself as an exceptional rugby player 
representing England at under 16 level in his last year at Whitgift. He left to go to 
Wellington College as a VIth form scholar and represented them at 1st XV level for 
both his years there (on each occasion being on the winning side against Whitgift). 
After Wellington he became a full time member of the Academy at Harlequins; he had 
already made his début at prop in the first team and played for England under 20. Seb 
was described by Harlequins as one of the Club's most promising youngsters who had 
been involved with the Club since the age of 13. Conor O'Shea, Harlequins Director of 
Rugby, commented, "Our thoughts and prayers are with Seb's family and friends at this 

difficult time. Seb was an incredible talent and had already represented England at under age level as well as making his senior 
debut for Quins at just 20. He will be sorely missed by the whole squad as well as by the wider Club." 
 

We offer our thoughts and deepest sympathy to Seb's family. 
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Shadowing the President 
The role of President of the WA can include active support to younger OWs, as is demonstrated in this report from  
Jason Bird (2006-13) 
 

To be at Winchester Crown Court 
for 10am, I had to roll back the years 
and motivate myself to be up and at 
Chipstead station by 7:20am. 
Sometimes I wonder how I did it 
every day to get to school before 
registration and the daunting 
prospect of seeing Mr Elvin waiting 
at the gates with his clipboard. The 
reason why I was in Winchester was 
because President of the WA, Sir 

Keith Lindblom, invited me as his guest to hear his current 
criminal trial where he was presiding.  
I had originally contacted the WA Office, explaining my 
situation (2nd Year law student at Exeter University) and my 
hope for work experience. Vicky in the office directed my 
information and CV to Sir Keith. When I first heard from him, 
I was getting ready for lectures and my phone rang. It was 
refreshing to have someone call rather than send a message on 
Facebook or LinkedIn! He invited me to hear his trial and we 
spoke about how he could help me progress through 
university, and our exploits with Old Whitgiftian Rugby Club.  
 

 
I arrived on the second day of the trial: opening speeches had 
been submitted and it was time for the evidence given by eye-
witnesses to be cross-examined. I found the day hugely 
beneficial, although it took me a while to work out which 
barrister was defence and which prosecution! As the trial went 
on, I made notes trying to keep up with the pertinent 
questioning. In the breaks, we retreated to the Judge's 
chambers to discuss the evidence given by each witness. I 
found the day to be a real eye-opener. It was interesting, and 
more thought-provoking than I'd imagined. I was forced to 
think about the role of eye-witnesses, their statements and how 
expert evidence can inform and sway a jury. Sir Keith made 
me aware of the things I should be doing and what I should be 
aiming to achieve in my university career. He gave me 
invaluable insight into how extra-curricular activities such as 
mooting and debating will give me skills as a barrister.  
I would like to thank Sir Keith for inviting me, I found the day 
immensely informative and look forward to him mentoring me 
on my journey to become a barrister. I would also like to thank 
Vicky Burley and OW Andreas Dracoulis who have helped me 
connect with OWs and given me invaluable advice for 
pursuing a career in the legal profession. 

An Oasis in the Centre of Croydon 
 

 
 

On the evening of Thursday, June 18th, 2015, a group of OWs 
and their wives had the privilege of visiting the Whitgift 
Almshouses on the corner of North End and George Street. It 
happened to be a sunny, balmy evening and one of our 
Founder's first charitable legacies looked at its very best. The 
Grade I listed Tudor building is steeped in history and passed 
by thousands of people every day. The majority of its features 
remain as they were when it was built by John Whitgift in 
1596 as a residence for the elderly, the poor and, particularly, 
his former servants. 
Today, the beautiful old building sits nestled in the centre of 
Croydon surrounded by office buildings, multiplex cinemas, 
restaurants and shops - including the Whitgift Centre which 
was built on the site of the old school.  We are fortunate that 
the Almshouses survive for, in 1923, after many years of 
threatened demolition for road widening schemes, it required 
intervention of the House of Lords to ensure their retention. 
Subsequently described by our present Queen as, "an oasis of 
peace and tranquillity", they are still in use as a home for older 
residents. 

 
 
Our knowledgeable and experienced guide, Yvonne Walker, 
explained that for several hundred years successive Archbishops 
of Canterbury had a residence at Old Palace in Croydon where 
they would spend the summer months resting from their travels 
between Canterbury and Lambeth.  The sight of suffering and 
poverty caused by war and bad harvests spurred Archbishop 
Whitgift to seek and receive permission from Queen Elizabeth I 
to build a hospital and school in Croydon. On March 22nd 1596, 
he laid the foundation stone for the Hospital Of The Holy 
Trinity, now known as the Almshouses - that day each year is 
celebrated as Founder's Day. 
Yvonne escorted us into the beautifully maintained courtyard 
with its manicured lawns and rose beds, modelled by John 
Whitgift on the courtyards of the Cambridge with which as 
Master of Trinity he was so familiar. This was followed by a 
visit to the chapel where original hard oak pews remain safely 
preserved but set aside to make way for comfortably upholstered 
chairs - no doubt to the great relief of the twenty or so elderly 
residents! 
Finally, we had the pleasure of visiting the Archbishop's 
audience chamber, now used as a meeting room for the 
Foundation's Court of Governors and for other formal occasions. 
Here Yvonne described each item of a unique collection of 
artefacts, which include the covenants and permissions to build 
the Hospital which carry Queen Elizabeth's signature and the 
cast iron sign of the Swan Inn which previously occupied the 
site. 
All those attending agreed that the visit had provided a 
fascinating glimpse into history and expressed admiration for 
the man described by Queen Elizabeth I as her "little husband" 
whose name is so closely linked with Croydon. 

 

Pip Burley (1955-1962) 
If you would like to visit the Almshouses just call the WA Office 
on 020 8633 9926 and we will let you know when the next group 
tour for OWs is planned. 
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A Whitgiftian Dynasty 
A recent letter to the WA from Major Jeremy Warner-
Johnson (1944-53) sets out details of the extraordinary 
numbers of his family with a Whitgift connection. No fewer 
than six generations of the family have attended the School. 
Pre 1871, three great uncles (named Roberts) were at the 
original Tudor school in George Street and started the roll call 
of nineteen members of the family, including cousins and 
those who joined the family through marriage, who were 
Whitgiftians. The Whitgiftian link was so all consuming that 
Bruce Halliwell Johnson, great grandfather of Jeremy farmed  

 

the Foundation's Woodbury estate in Addiscombe and Shirley 
whilst his maternal great grandfather was born in Haling 
House, the centre of the Haling Park estate occupied by the 
School since 1930. The most recent members of the family to 
be at the School were Jeremy's sons Jonathan Warner-
Johnson (1978-83) and Timothy Warner-Johnson (1979-
85). The letter concludes by lamenting the absence of 
grandsons to maintain the tradition into a seventh generation. 
It was said in the family "girls go to school, boys go to 
Whitgift!" If there are any other Whitgift dynasties that can 
match this record it would be remarkable. 

 

R E U N I O N S  
 

 
 
WA Annual Dinner 
The 120th annual dinner was held at the Caledonian Club on 
12 June 2015 and attracted nearly a hundred diners. All 
enjoyed pre-dinner drinks in the Morrison Room and the menu 
had an appropriately Scots flavour. After dinner entertainment 
was provided by Dan-Iulian Drutac (2013-15) the 
outstanding violinist who won the first Whitgift International 
Music Competition - he will pursue his career with a 
scholarship to the Guildhall School of Music. Speeches were 
made by the President of the WA Sir Keith Lindblom (1966-
74) and responded to by the Captain of the School Stefan 
Amokwandoh (2008-15) an outstanding triple jumper who 
has captained the England Schools' athletics team and, with an 
equally impressive academic performance, has also earned a 
full scholarship to Princeton University to study chemistry and 
pre-medicine. He gave a heart-warming thanks to the School 
and its community. Rupert Warren QC (1981-88) recalled 
school days including his first meeting with the President at a 
careers conversazione when he was 16. Finally the 
Headmaster, with enthusiasm undimmed after so many years 
at the helm, spoke amusingly about inter school rivalries and 
made many present wish that the School in their day had 
offered as many opportunities as it does today. The formal 
proceedings ended with Carmen, sung, according to some, 
with more verve than ever before. For some guests, however, 
this was merely the precursor to a visit to the Old Library to 
investigate the Club's range of malt whiskies. 
 
Vice Presidents' Dinner November 2015 
On Friday November 13th our President, Sir Keith 
Lindblom, hosted a dinner in the Old Library for Vice 
Presidents of the Whitgiftian Association. As is customary, 
however, past Presidents were also invited to attend and we 
were fortunate that John Lindblom (1992), Ken Rokison 
(1995), Derek Tullett (1999), Gordon Garment (2004), 
Mike Wilkinson (2005), John Straw (2007), Peter Warren 
(2008), Ian Flanagan (2010), Pip Burley (2011) and David 
Stranack (2014) were all able to attend. 
 

Following a light-hearted welcome from the President, an 
excellent dinner was served, punctuated by a stunning violin 
solo by lower sixth former Ion Moneaga (from Moldova). 
 

The President spoke about the importance of OWs mentoring 
younger counterparts, not only when they have just have left 
school, but, perhaps more importantly, when they are at 
university. He felt that as well as providing advice at the 
School Careers Conversazione and the occasional provision of 
work experience during school holidays, true mentoring 
involved taking a long-lasting interest in a younger OW's 
career. He recalled fondly how his early days in the legal 
profession were greatly enhanced by his OW mentor, with 
whom he has retained a lasting friendship. He hoped that as a 
matter of priority the WA would launch a full-scale mentoring 
programme in the foreseeable future and invited OWs who 
were prepared to help to contact him directly or via the WA 
office. 
 

Past President and current Chairman of the Association, Pip 
Burley, (1955-1962) then talked about raising funds for 
bursaries. He explained that in collaboration with the School's 
Admissions Office, the WA had recently presented a 
fundraising programme to School and Foundation Governors 
which had been greeted with enthusiasm.  Starting in January 
2016, the WA Bursary Appeal will have an objective of 
raising £250,000 in year one, which would help fund a further 
twenty boys from the Croydon community to attend Whitgift. 
Pip finished by asking those present to assist with helping the 
scheme get off to a good start. A most enjoyable evening was 
concluded with a hearty singing of 'Carmen'. 
 

 
 

South Western Reunion 
The SWOW (South West Old Whitgiftian) Dinner had been 
missing from the OW calendar for a number of years until it 
was resurrected in 2013 and that event proved to be such a 
success that a proposal to repeat the occasion this year was 
received with enthusiasm by the SWOW community. The 
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Tiverton Hotel - a modest establishment on the outskirts of 
that town - had treated us well two years ago so it was there 
that we returned.  
Soon after 7 pm our South Western contingent of OWs began 
to gather in the bar and immediately faces were recognised 
and conversation flowed. We moved on to dine in the 
attractively laid out Topaz Room where organiser and Past 
President of the WA, David Stranack, (1949-55) said a few 
words of welcome and encouraged guests to minimise 
formality and maximise enjoyment. The hotel staff looked 
after us well and served an enjoyable meal as wine and 
conversation flowed. 
As coffee was served, WA Chairman, Pip Burley (1955-62)  
 

gave the gathering an update on Association affairs, 
commenting particularly on a recent encouraging growth in 
membership after some years of little movement. Pip was 
followed by Alan Cowing (1953-59), Chairman of the 
Whitgift Sports Club, who provided a summary of the Club's 
recent achievements, commenting particularly on the very 
large numbers of youngsters in the youth sections of the 
OWRFC and OWCC who are currently enjoying sport at 
Croham Road. As the formal part of the evening drew to a 
close there was a general migration of members towards the 
hotel bar, where conversation, reminiscence and beer 
continued to flow. 
David Stranack (1949-55) 

 

 
Sportsman's Lunch  
The 2015 Sportsman's Lunch on 28 November attracted some 
30 OWs and fathers of current 1st XV players. Drinks and a 
fine lunch preceded a summary from Dr Sam Barke (2000-
05), Chairman of the OWRFC, of the Club and School's 
season so far and an update on OW Premiership players. Sam 
noted particularly the School's first World Cup player, 
Richard Thorpe (1997-2003). Sam also welcomed four 
members of the team that won the equivalent match against 
Millfield fifty years earlier (Hugh Bowden (1959-65), Mike 
Hieatt (1959-66),  David Masters (1958-66) and Philip 
Seear (1959-66), the Captain of that team. Phil Seear said how 
delighted he had been to be invited to the event and explained 
that his tie was a Millfield one presented to him by the 
Millfield Captain to mark Whitgift taking their unbeaten 
record. A fifth member of the 1965 team, Peter Skeen (1958-
67) joined the party to watch the 2015 match on Big Side. 
Sadly, this time Millfield prevailed 29-16 in a fast and 
entertaining game. It is worth remembering that the Whitgift v 
Millfield game in 1965 was reported in both The Guardian and 
the Daily Telegraph and The Guardian noted that Whitgift 
deserved to win more comfortably but hit the post with kicks 
by Skeen and Saville. 
 

Thanks again go to Richard Blundell, Nick Somers and Sam 
Barke for the organisation of this popular annual event. 
 
Livery Dinner 
A splendid dinner, hosted by WA President Sir Keith 
Lindblom, was enjoyed on board HQS Wellington on 
Saturday 4th July.  Over 40 OWs, guests and parents of 
current Whitgiftians began the evening with the tour of the 
ship  (champagne glasses in hand), conducted by Captain John  
Freestone, Past Master of the Worshipful Company of Master 

 

 
 
Mariners. Dinner was served in the Court Room, formerly 
the engine and boiler room of the ship. It was fascinating to 
learn about the history of the HQS Wellington and how she 
came to be the Livery Hall of the Mariners.  
 

The catering was second-to-none, served in this most 
magnificent room, surrounded by a trove of artefacts, 
including gold plates and framed original documents penned 
by Samuel Pepys. Past President, Ian Flanagan OBE (former 
Master of the Worshipful Company of Gardeners) delivered 
the first speech, encouraging us all to draw upon the links 
between Livery companies and Whitgift to everybody's 
advantage.  
 

He was followed by Sheriff Fiona Adler, the first female to be 
a Freeman and Master of the Worshipful Company of 
Tobacco, Pipe Maker and Tobacco Blenders. She delivered an 
account of her duties as Sheriff and a real insight into the 
workings of the City of London. 
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O T H E R  R E U N I O N S  
 

 
Standing: John New, David Earl, Ron Wood, Chris Singleton, 
Paul McCombie, Brian Caswell, Gordon Aitken 
Seated: Neil Stewart, John Rawlings, Peter Kelly, Andrew 
Jukes, Tim Flood 
 
Prefects 1964-65 
The recent tradition of fiftieth anniversary lunches for Prefects 
continued with lunch at the traditional venue of the Horse and 
Groom in Belgravia under the aegis of Rev. Peter Kelly 
(1956-65), who had bravely agreed to act as convenor when 
the previous year's reunion was in full swing. Peter reports that 
it was another very happy golden jubilee reunion with a dozen 
gathering together in November - a further dozen were unable 
to attend.  The group was saddened only by learning of the 
deaths of Iain Dunn (1958-66) a few years ago and their 
leader, John Knightly (1957-65), only a couple of months 
before we met.  
 

 
 

Prefects 1959 and 1960 
The first reunion of the 1960 (summer) Prefects' Room was 
the 50th, in 2010, following the precedent set the previous 
year by the 1959 prefects (who have also had their 55th). All 
these reunions, and others held by the prefects of subsequent 
years, have taken place at the same tavern, which is quiet, easy 
to reach, and highly hospitable under the genial and generous 
management of Aiden Ganly. 
 

In both cases the turn-out for the 55th was smaller than that for 
the 50th; in the case of the 1960 group, all 21 survivors came 
along in 2010 - sadly, one of our number was by then too 
unwell to attend and has subsequently died - whereas this year 
ill-health prevented two from coming and others had 
conflicting commitments. 

It is notable that John Higham (1953-60) and Robert Kibble 
(1953-62) both came from California, Tim Forbes (1955-60) 
from New Zealand and Stephen Potter (1952-59) from 
France, so travel was no deterrent. No fewer than four of those 
present had also been in the 1959 room and attended both that 
year's reunions. 
 

For the 50th anniversary meeting those attending had prepared 
in advance brief summaries of their lives since leaving school. 
These were not updated for the 55th (since it seemed that most 
people's lives had not changed that much) but it did not take 
long for any new developments to be described. Several of 
those present were still economically active, while others had 
embraced retirement with gusto. There were, inevitably, 
reminiscences about life and characters at Haling Park, nearly 
all recounted with pleasure and approval of our alma mater. 
At the conclusion of the lunch, before we all departed, we 
discussed "the next time", and there was general, if slightly 
pessimistic, agreement that our 60th anniversary was too long 
to wait. So we hope that Aiden will still be there to welcome 
us in 2018. 
Peter Stevens (1951-60) 
 
Upper Fifth 1952-53  
On the indisposition of our honorary member (Angela Warren) 
and hence of our annual hostess, Averil and John Trott kindly 
stepped into the breach welcoming us to their home in 
Bletchingley. We accepted with alacrity and enjoyed their 
excellent hospitality so much so that for another year we quite 
forgot to photograph ourselves for OW News. Apologies. But, 
invisible as we may be, extant we remain - 21 from the 
original 28, of whom 11 were present and correct*, and the 
remainder in spirit through newsy letters from Australia, 
Belgium and locations spread across the Home Counties, all 
avidly read by those present. 
As conversations of yore blossomed, one could but be amazed, 
in grand-daughter speak, at the "awesome" capacities of some 
to remember in such detail events and personalities in our lives 
together at Whitgift 63 years ago and more. Fascinating they 
were. And at this distance the perceived foibles of our masters 
could be put in some perspective not least that of those 
developed by their former pupils. 
We soldier on towards that 65th anniversary and this month 
(February 2016) we shall progressively be reaching 80 and our 
ninth decade (God willing). On one thing we could all agree: 
life has been kind to our generation and we have much to be 
thankful for.     
Peter Warren (1947-56) per pro Superior Quinti 1952-53 
 

*The team: Ron Bernard, Roger Brasier, Ian Brown, John 
David,  Brian Halfacre, John Hamilton, Nick Hartley, John 
Sutcliffe, John Trott, John Webb and your scribe, Peter 
Warren.  
 
Bairstow, Munns, Palmer, Bowerman-Davies 
Reunion 
Howard Bairstow (1958-66), David Munns (1959-66), Chris 
Palmer (1959-66) and I were at Whitgift together. I started at 
Whitgift in 1958, and left at the end of the school year in 
1966. Our meeting came about after we had all re-discovered 
each other - due to the diligence of David - who burrowed 
deep into the internet a few years ago to research our email 
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addresses and other details. We first met up about three years 
ago during a visit to the UK by my wife and myself, from our 
home in Kentucky, USA. Since David lives on the coast in 
Essex, and Chris lives in the West Country, it seemed logical 
for us to meet in the middle at Newbury - where Howard is 
now the mayor! The others stayed with Howard and his wife, 
whilst we stayed at the Furze Bush Inn.  
 

Fortunately David acted as our chauffeur, picking us up at 
Heathrow, and depositing us at the railway station the next 
day. We truly had a splendid time and I hope they will come  
and visit us in Kentucky soon. 
 

In fact, I would really like to see more of the OWs resident in 
North America. Or if you have plans that call for a trip to 
North America, please do contact me. My mobile number is 1-
215-219-5111, and my email is jbdwine@juno.com. I look 
forward to hearing from you! “Adeste laetis animis...” 
John Bowerman-Davis (1959-66) 
 
OW Drinks in the City 
The now familiar drinks meeting of City OWs took place on 
17 September at the Market Porter in Borough Market. This 
popular event, organised by Nick Somers (1984-89), attracted 
over thirty OWs - more are welcome. Contact may be made 
through the Old Whitgiftians in the City Facebook page. 
 

OWs should remember that small group reunions are 
well worthwhile. The WA will always be happy to help 
Fell free to get in touch.   
 

Remembrance 2015 
It was a pleasure to see so many Old Whitgiftians join current 
Whitgiftians on 11th November to remember all those who 
lost their lives serving their country. 
WA President, Sir Keith Lindblom, laid a wreath on behalf 
of the Association, alongside wreaths from the Staff and the 
School. The service, which took place by the War Memorial 
on a grey and dreary day was lightened by beautiful singing 
from the junior choirs. There were excellent readings  

including one where Luke Abai 
Haddon (PW) read a moving 
account written during World 
War II by a 14 year old 
Croydon boy scout, who 
recounted his comrades’ efforts 
in helping women and their new 
born babies to safety in Mayday 
Hospital, and also of their 
responsibility as messengers 
during bombing raids. 
 

Earlier in the year, on Sunday 
12th July, more than 100 
members of the Whitgift Sports 
Club attended the unveiling 
ceremony and dedication of a Memorial to the 113 members 
who gave their lives in the two World Wars. The Memorial, a 
bronze plaque embedded in a granite block, was generously 
donated by the OW Trustees via the War Memorial Fund and 
is situated on the grass bank to the right of the cricket 
scoreboard. Those present were welcomed by the WSC 
Chairman, Alan Cowing (1953-59). Mike Greenwood, a 
Trustee and Director of the Woodland Trust (which has given 
500 saplings to the Club as part of the Trust’s World War I 
Centenary Commemorations) gave an interesting insight into 
the work of the Trust and congratulated the Club on its 
involvement with the project. General Sir Peter Wall (1965-
73) highlighted the sacrifice made by those who gave their 
lives in a moving address (above) and The Reverend Canon 
Colin Boswell, Vicar of Croydon and School Chaplain, 
dedicated the memorial with a blessing.  
After the Last Post, beautifully sounded by Charles Sladdin 
(PW), the gathering retired to the Clubhouse for drinks and 
canapés. 
The Memorial, together with the planting, has greatly 
enhanced the look of the ground. Please visit the Club and see 
for yourself when you are in the vicinity. 
 

 
W H I T G I F T  A N D  T H E  F I R S T  W O R L D  W A R   

 

A  H U N D R E D  Y E A R S  O N  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the year to the end of March 1916, 41 OWs were killed. 
Thus, after twenty months of war, over fifty OWs had fallen 
and all before the great bloodletting of the Somme which 
commenced in July 1916. Over half of those who died fell on 
the  Western  Front  in  the  area  of  Ypres  and  Loos, already 
familiar scenes of conflict from the earliest part of the War.  

 
There were also 14 who died in the Gallipoli campaign, three 
of them OWs who had emigrated and were serving in the 
Australian Imperial Forces. Although the disaster of Gallipoli 
is central to the military history of Australia and New Zealand 
and proportionately far more of their troops were killed or 
wounded, it should be remembered that UK forces suffered 
112,000 casualties, dead or wounded, out of the 450,000 
troops deployed. In addition well over 100,000 UK troops 
became ill as a result of the punishing conditions.  
 

 

Those who died in the year to 31 March 1916 were  
as follows: 
 

2nd Lt Kenneth Addy, King's Royal Rifle Corps, aged 23, killed at Vermelles 
on 3 October 1915 
Sergt Henry Adams, Royal Fusiliers, aged 19, killed in a mine explosion at 
Givenchy. Mentioned in despatches for “distinguished and gallant conduct in 
the field” 
Cpl Fred Banks, London Rifle Brigade, aged 41. A long term reservist who 
served in the South African War, he rejoined his regiment in 1914 and was 
killed in the second battle of Ypres on 13 May 1915. Awarded the medal of 
the Royal Humane Society for rescuing a drowning child. 
Pvt Edward Barker, Queen’s Royal West Surreys, aged 24, died of heatstroke 
in Lucknow on 18 May 1915 
Sgt Bugler Patrick Barnett, Australian Infantry, aged 18, died on 27 
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September 1915 of wounds received in action in the Dardanelles 
Pvt Percy Berry, Artists Rifles, died of pneumonia in France on 30 April 1915 
L/Cpl Frank Blair-Allen, Durham Light Infantry, aged 26, killed in action near 
Ypres on 24 May 1915 
2nd Lt Wallace Buckworth, Inniskilling Dragoons, aged 32, a regular soldier 
commissioned from the ranks, killed in action in the Dardanelles on 8 May 
1915 
2nd Lt Harold Butcher, Rifle Brigade, aged 25, killed at Ypres on 7 February 
1916 
Lt Robert Carpenter, London Regiment, aged 20, killed on 26 October 1915 at 
Loos while digging out comrades buried by the effects of high explosives – 
recommended for a gallantry award    
Pvt John Chadband, Royal Fusiliers, aged 25, died of wounds in France on 31 
December 1915 
Lt Harold Clarke, London Regiment, aged 26, killed at Loos on 26 September 
1915 
2nd Lt Charles Coldwells, Royal Field Artillery, aged 20, killed at Loos on 30 
September 1915 – the second of three brothers to be killed during the War 
Capt James Davies, Welch Regiment, killed in France on 9 February 1916  
Pvt Robert Davison, City of London Regiment, aged 27, killed at Loos on 25 
September 1915. Rejected a commission in the Royal Engineers in order to 
serve in an infantry regiment 
Tpr William Eustace, Australian Light Horse, aged 24, reverted to the rank of 
Trooper in order to go to Gallipoli where he was killed on 7 August 1915 
Pvt Albert Flower, Seaforth Highlanders, aged 19, killed at Arras on 11 March 
1916 
2nd Lt Arthur Footner, Essex Regiment, aged 27, killed attacking a Turkish 
trench in the Dardanelles on 6 August 1915 
2nd Lt William Forster, Royal Field Artillery, aged 33, killed in 1915 as the 
result of an accident while training in Ireland  
2nd Lt Kenneth Greenway, Worcester Regiment, aged 19, killed at Gallipoli on 
27 November 1915 while repairing trenches under enemy fire 
Lt John Hammond, Essex Regiment, aged 19, wounded and missing, 
presumed killed, at Loos on 26 September 1915 
L/Cpl John Hampton, London Rifle Brigade, aged 38, killed at Ypres on 3 
May 1915 
2nd Lt Edward Hayward, Royal Fusiliers, aged 23, killed at Gallipoli on 12 
November 1915 
QMS Charles Henman, Royal Naval Division, aged 36, killed at Gallipoli on 
29 July 1915. Served in the South African War. 

 

Capt Edmund Hewett, Queen’s Royal West Surrey Regiment, aged 20, 
wounded and subsequently killed at Gallipoli on 2 December 1915 
Pvt Frank Holland, 1st Canadian Contingent, aged 31, killed near Givenchy on 
15 June 1915 
Pvt John Hooke, Australian Imperial Forces, aged 36, served in the South 
African War then emigrated to Australia and was an army instructor, died in 
Egypt on 7 March 1915 
Pvt Cyril Horton, Australian Imperial Forces, aged 19, killed at Gallipoli on 6 
August 1915 
Tpr Harry Hunt, King Edward’s Horse, aged 32, killed at Festubert on 23 May 
1915. Served in the South African War. 
Lt Hugh Massey, RNVR, aged 33, died in the Dardanelles of wounds received 
in action on 26 August 1915 
Capt Lionel Paine, King’s Own Royal Lancashire Regiment, aged 34, killed at 
Gallipoli on 4 June 1915. A master at the School and author of several Latin 
textbooks 
Pvt Thomas Pascall, Royal Fusiliers, aged 21, killed at Givenchy on 2 January 
1916 in the same mine explosion as Henry Adams   
2nd Lt Francis Robarts, London Scottish, aged 32, killed at Loos on 13 October 
1915 
Lt Leonard Robinson, East Surrey Regiment, aged 24, killed shielding another 
officer from a grenade explosion at the Hohenzollern Redoubt on 15 March 
1916 
2nd Lt Eric Simmons, York and Lancaster Regiment, aged 22, missing, 
presumed dead, at Gallipoli on 10 August 1915 
Cpl Frank Sparks, London Rifle Brigade, aged 30, killed in the second battle 
of Ypres on 15 May 1915 
Capt Vigor Tomkins, East Surrey Regiment, aged 21, killed at St Etie leading 
a successful charge on a German gun trench on 13 October 1915 
2nd Lt William West, Sherwood Foresters, aged 20, missing, presumed dead, 
at Gallipoli on 9 August 1915 
Capt Harry Whybrow, Motor Machine Gun Service, aged 37, killed in East 
Africa on 22 March 1916. Farmer, writer and big game hunter in Africa before 
the War and returned to England to enlist before going to Africa on active 
service 
Act Cpl Frank Wilkins, Highland Light Infantry, aged 20, killed at Loos 10 
October 1915 
Sergeant Morris Wilkins, City of London Yeomanry, aged 25, killed at 
Gallipoli on 21 August 1915 
 

 
O W S  I N  T H E  N E W S  

 
The story of Neville 
Edwards (1999-2006) and 
his late emergence as a 
Premiership rugby player for 
Sale Sharks has captured the 
attention of television and 
the press with a BBC news 
feature and a major article in 
The Times (written, by 
coincidence, by John 
Westerby, a non-OW who 
spent some time playing 
cricket for OWCC). After a 
number of years with 
Rosslyn Park, where he was 
a significant try scorer, and 
a short and not very 

successful time with Bedford Blues, Nev was offered a trial 
with Sale Sharks on the recommendation of his old friend 
Danny Cipriani (2001-07).  
 
There was a period when Steve Diamond, the Sale coach, 
doubted that Nev would reach the level of fitness necessary 
for success at the highest level, but Nev has progressed 
exceptionally well and has been one of the leading try scorers 
in the 2015-16 Premiership - he started with two tries against 
Gloucester in only his third match. A number of tries have 
come from his excellent understanding with his old friend 
Danny. As a reflection of his success, Nev has been awarded 
a further contract with Sale Sharks for seasons 2016-18.  
 

 
General Sir Peter Wall, GCB (1965-
73) entered early into the fray over the 
In/Out Referendum as lead signatory to 
a letter from a number of senior 
military officers supporting the United 
Kingdom remaining a member of the 
European Union.  
 

Also close to the heart of the 
referendum decision will be Alex 
Dawson (1996-2004) who has recently 
been appointed a Special Adviser to Rt Hon Theresa May, 
Home Secretary. Alex took his degree at Cambridge (English 
Literature) and then worked for the Conservative Party for 
four years before becoming a Special Adviser to the Prime 
Minister and then Director of Policy and Research.  
 
The subject of rugby injuries, particularly of a concussive 
nature, has been much in the news in the last year. In 
particular, a letter to The Guardian from some seventy 
signatories demanding action to remove tackling from school 
age play has attracted attention. The dangers from inadequate 
medical response to injuries that demand a period of 
recuperation before the injured person is allowed to play 
again is well known but many GPs have little experience of 
dealing with cases of concussion. In recognition of the need 
for a coordinated and comprehensive approach, Dr Sam 
Barke (2000-05) and Nick Somers (1984-89) have set up a 
company, Return2Play, to administer and monitor medical 
examination and approval for injured players to start playing 
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again. The company is working with schools and rugby clubs, 
including the OW Rugby Club. Elliot Daly (2006-11) has 
agreed to be an ambassador for the company, an important 
endorsement from a leading professional player. 
Congratulations are due to Sam and Nick - Return2Play was 
nominated as a finalist for Best New Concept at the Sports 
Technology Awards in April 2016. The competition included 
such big names as Hawk-Eye Innovations, Fox Sports, BT 
and 21st Club so reaching the final was a remarkable 
achievement.  Commenting on the published letter, Sam said: 
“Improving the safety of sport is high on the agenda for all. 
All sports carry risks – contact sport is no different. These 
can be reduced by coaching the correct techniques and 
managing injuries appropriately if they do occur. Radical 
changes to the very nature of the game, without clear 
evidence, is not the way forward. Rugby, as with many sports 
where an element of contact is part of the game, not only 
promotes physical fitness, but also discipline, respect, 
leadership and team work, qualities which are transferable to 
the classroom and into later life. Governing bodies, including 
the Rugby Football Union, take player welfare extremely 
seriously and regularly make improvements to enhance 
safety. Emerging organisations, such as us at Return2Play, 
ensure that amateur players can access the best care if injuries 
do occur.” 

Ollie Stoten (2000-08) has been 
selected after a long selection process, 
culminating in a two-week exercise in 
Norway learning ‘polar routine’, for 
SPEAR17 (South Pole Expedition 
Army Reserves 2017). The chosen 
six-man team will attempt to ski over 
730 miles unsupported from the 
coastline of Antarctica to the 
geographic South Pole. Ollie, a 
medical student, will be carrying out 

research into the effects of prolonged exertion on human 
performance. The team hopes to raise £100,000 for ABF - 
The Soldiers’ Charity. The team will be completely self-
sufficient and do not intend to receive any form of resupply 
or outside assistance. Each team member will haul 
approximately 160kg of supplies and equipment. If all goes 
well they will reach the Pole in January 2017. During their 
trek they will face harsh polar weather, constant katabatic 
headwinds, crevasses, whiteouts, climbing to 10,000ft, 
isolation from the outside world and the constant mental and 
physical battle of hauling their pulks across the ice. To ensure 
peak physical condition, the team has joined forces with OWs 
Adam Jordan (2000-2008) and Michael Jordan (2002-
2010) of 7R Performance to develop strength and stamina.  
For more information, visit 
www.spear17.org 

The remarkable life of 
Robert(a) Cowell (1928-34) the 
first known British transsexual 
to undergo gender reassignment 
surgery, was the subject of a 
television documentary entitled 
The Sex Change Spitfire Ace 
which was broadcast on 
Channel 4 in October 2015. The 
programme was based on a book by Liz Hodgkinson, former 
wife of Neville Hodgkinson (1955-62). 

Never far from the news, 
Derren Brown (1981-89) 
presented his latest television 
special Pushed to the Edge in 
January 2016. This show 
presented the fictitious launch of 
a charity called Push during 
which Derren Brown is shown 
attempting to use social coercion 
to convince a member of the 
public, who did not know he was 
being manipulated or filmed, to push another person off a 
roof to their apparent death. The subject ultimately refused 
the final request, but at the end of the show it was revealed 
that the process was also performed on three other unwitting 
subjects who all complied. Not surprisingly, this broadcast 
created controversy. 
Derren’s seventh live stage show, Miracle, toured the UK 
2015-16. ‘Derren Brown’s Ghost Train’, a dark ride at the 
Thorpe Park amusement park, will open in 2016. The ride 
will be aboard an old railway carriage in an abandoned 
warehouse. The experience will last around 13 minutes. 
 
Rory Caines (2003-10) was featured in an article in the 
MCC Newsletter of October 2015. Rory played his first 
match for MCC in the 2015 fixture against the School. Rory 
said: “I was the captain here five years ago, so being on the 
other side is a strange feeling. I played against the MCC a lot 
for my School at this venue, and it was at university that a lot 
of my friends started becoming Playing Members and 
encouraged me to do so given that you can play at such 
prestigious places and be part of a big club.”  

Three recent Old Whitgiftians – Joseph Warren (2007-15), 
Charlie Constable (2007-14) and Jong Hwan Kwon (2010-
15) - have received Diamond Jubilee Scholarships from the 
Institution of Engineering and Technology (IET). They are 
part of an elite group of engineering students to receive the 
prestigious award as IET and its partners invest £3million in 
a five year programme to encourage the UK’s new 
engineering talent. The IET Diamond Jubilee Scholarship 
scheme, now in its third year, will provide each winner with 
at least £1,000 per academic year. Winners will also benefit 
from mentoring and work experience placements through the 
IET’s extensive networks. Scholarships were awarded to 102 
UK engineering students who started university on an IET 
accredited engineering or technology degree course in 
autumn 2015: all achieved at least three As in their A Levels, 
or Scottish Advanced Highers. The IET President, Naomi 
Climer, commented: “We are really pleased to give financial 
help to the 102 young people as a result of our prestigious 
Diamond Jubilee scholarships. We hope that they will go on 
to become the leaders of tomorrow in an industry which 
offers a diverse range of opportunities and challenges.” 

Kit Connor, a first-former at School, has already made a 
promising start in acting: he has recently appeared in the 
BBC’s adaptation of War and Peace. Kit appeared alongside 
household names Ade Edmondson (playing his father) 
and Greta Scacchi (playing his mother). Kit is only 11 years 
old, but already has some impressive film credits to his name, 
including Get Santa (2014) and Mr Holmes (2015). At 
School, he played Emil in Emil and the Detectives, one of the 
First Form Plays in November 2015.  
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Geoff Bushell (1968-76) who has for many years been  
director of the St Giles Orchestra, a leading amateur orchestra 
based in Oxford, conducted a magnificent performance of 
Korngold’s Violin Concerto, on Saturday 23 January 2016 at 
St Andrews Church, Oxford. The soloist was Leo Appel 
(PW), a current music scholar. Leo’s performance delighted 
an audience which included Michael Proudfoot (1956-63), a 
Governor of the Whitgift Foundation, Stuart Dryden (1961-
68) and Mrs Rosanna Whitfield – Whitgift’s Director of 
Music.  

Readers may not know the name of Michael Kruk (1990-97)  
(known as Michael Reeves at School) but have almost 
certainly heard his music. Michael has composed music for 
numerous television advertisements, including recent ones for 
Ford, Range Rover, BUPA and Vanish, and has written the 
scores for many television documentaries including How to 
Win the Grand National, Sir David Attenborough’s Batman 
of Mexico and the recent series Life at the Extreme with 

Davina McCall; he has also written music for a number of 
ITV documentaries including Animal Mums, Secret Life of 
Twins and Secret Life of Babies all produced by Oxford 
Scientific Films. In addition, Michael has been a busy session 
and recording musician playing with such well-known 
performers as Katie Melua on two platinum albums, 
Katherine Jenkins and Hayley Westenra and on the 
soundtrack of the film of Phantom of the Opera. 

Many readers will have read the obituaries of Eric Garland 
MC and Bar that were published in The Times and Daily 
Telegraph. The wartime exploits of this man both in the army 
and as a pilot in the RAF read like those of a fictional action 
hero. In both obituaries and in a published interview with 
Lord Ashcroft it was stated that Eric Garland was educated at 
Whitgift. Sadly, for we should like to be able to claim this 
brave man as one of our own, it has been impossible to find 
any record of him in the archives at either the School or at 
Trinity School.  Any information would be welcomed. 

 

W H I T G I F T I A N S  M A K I N G  A  D I F F E R E N C E  
I N T E R N A T I O N A L L Y

The work of Justin Wickham (1981-89) in Nepal, where he 
runs a not for profit organisation called Learning Planet 
which helps remote communities create safe, stimulating, 
sustainable environments where both children and adults can 
learn and develop new skills, came to prominence in the 
immediate aftermath of the devastating earthquake that hit 
central Nepal in April 2015. In just 90 seconds, more than 
9,000 people lost their lives and 2.4 million people became 
instantly homeless. Life, in one of the world's poorest 
countries, just got tougher. For five years, Learning Planet 
had been working with remote rural communities in Gorkha 
district to bring clean energy and water, IT and 
communications infrastructure, teacher training, and new 
school buildings. Just twelve miles from the epicentre, 
destruction  was near total but, being close at hand, Learning  

Planet was able to respond quickly with blankets, mattresses 
and tarpaulins.  Justin writes: "Dhawa was just one of 
hundreds of villages in the same position. We sent our 
workers home to their own villages to help their own 
families, promising to bring aid at the earliest possibility. As 
the larger international relief agencies began to arrive in the 
nearest towns, a week after the earthquake, every city in 
Nepal ran out of tarpaulins, and hundreds of tons of 
international supplies became stuck in the chaotic 
international airport. When we finally reached our workers' 
remote villages (on foot) some 13 days after the quake, with 
hundreds of sheets of tin and a truck full of tools, fixings and 
blankets, no other assistance had yet arrived. With monsoon 
imminent, and so many homeless, we hatched a plan with our 
partners. Together we designed a re-useable transitional 
shelter that anyone could build, with materials people already 
had available to them. We produced and disseminated a 
simple manual for ways to construct such a shelter - with 
salvaged wood, stone and tin from their destroyed homes, 
plus bamboo, earth and grass. For us, the key was owner-led 
reconstruction; we had to arm people with the tools or 
knowledge to quickly get themselves under cover. Two 
weeks on and thousands of households began to go hungry, 
their yearly stores of rice and corn lost. Buried in rubble and 
then ruined by rain, hundreds of families in every affected 
village    had    been    left    completely   without   food.    As  



 

help from neighbours and friends began to dry up, we lobbied 
the World Food Programme to assist. But there were too many 
affected.” It is difficult to envisage the scale of this natural 
disaster and all OWs should be proud that, thanks particularly 
to Justin’s School contemporaries Nigel Bowthorpe (1982-89) 
and Saj Khan (1982-89), an amount of £7,400 was raised to 
help Learning Planet provide immediate assistance before the 
major relief organisations were able to deploy their more 
comprehensive operations. 

During 2015, Yuki Hayashi, a Sixth Form boarder in the 
Founder’s House, approached the WA for financial help with a 
community project in his tsunami damaged homeland. This 
request was referred to the War Memorial Trust Fund 
committee who examined the relevant documentation and 
once satisfied, awarded him a grant to cover his additional 
travel expenses. He went to Minami-Sanriku, a town of some 
14,000 inhabitants in the Tohoku region of northern Japan. 
Some 95% of the town was destroyed by the 2011 tsunami and 
over 1,200 people killed.  His report follows: 

“In 2014, I first volunteered for an organisation in Japan 
called “Kids’ Door”, which provides free education for less 
well-off children. During the 2015 summer holidays, I was 
working in Minami-Sanriku, where a terrible earthquake and 
tsunami struck in 2011. For the first two years, a large amount 
of money was donated to help improve the situation. But 
recently, the after effects of the tsunami are not being 
reported.  Although it might be believed that the 
reconstruction of disaster-stricken areas has been going 
smoothly, this is not the reality. When I arrived at Minami-
Sanriku, I was alarmed by the scene in front of my eyes: there 
were few houses and shops. Weeds were growing over massive 
patches of bare land. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Earth was piled up to create foundations for houses which will 
be constructed in the future. People still do not have 
permanent houses. The students I taught in Minami-Sanriku 
were all living in temporary homes. While volunteering, I was 
repeatedly told not to talk to local students about their 
personal backgrounds, especially their families. We were told 
that unless a student broached the subject, we should not 
discuss these topics as we did not know the impact of the 
disaster on families: they might have experienced the loss of 
family members or traumatic incidents. I felt very strongly that 
it was of the upmost importance to consider carefully how to 
interact with people who have dealt with overwhelming 
experiences. All the students there were very inquisitive. They 
asked me so many questions, not only about their studies, but 
also about what it is like in the UK. I have been immensely 
encouraged by their positive attitudes and aspirations for the 
future. I would like to take the initiative to help take steps 
forward to reconstruct Minami-Sanriku, and facilitate a 
community where more and more people actively support each 
other. Yuki Hayashi 

 

H O N O U R S ,  A W A R D S  A N D  A P P O I N T M E N T S  
 
Sir Keith Lindblom QC (1966-74), 
President of the WA 2015, has been 
appointed to the Court of Appeal. The 
Rt Hon Lord Justice Lindblom, his 
official title, is not the first OW 
President to become an appeal court 
judge having been preceded in that 
role by both Rt Hon Lord Diplock 
(1916-25) and Rt Hon Lord Justice 
Mann (1941-48). He is, however, the 
first to attain this status whilst in 
office as President. 
 
Sir Gerry Grimstone (1960-67) has been appointed Deputy 
Chairman of Barclays plc. He remains Chairman of Standard 
Life plc, senior non-executive director of the Ministry of 
Defence and a non-executive director of Deloitte. 
 
Dr Steven Gunn (1971-78), has been appointed Professor of 
Early Modern History at Oxford University. Steven, a Fellow 
of Merton College was, as noted in last year’s OW News, 
Ford’s Lecturer in British History for 2015 following a 
distinguished list of historians stretching back over a hundred 
years. 
 
Warren Tucker (1973-80) has been appointed a non-
executive director of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office.  

 
He has a number of other directorships including Reckitt 
Benckiser and Thomas Cook. 
 
Chris Trott (1976-84), latterly HM Consul General in Cape 
Town, has been appointed High Commissioner to the Solomon 
Islands and, non-resident, to Nauru and Vanuatu. 
 
Robbie Bulloch (1982-90) has left Sri Lanka, where he was 
Deputy High Commissioner, and is now Private Secretary to 
the Permanent Under Secretary (Head) of the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office. 
 
Simon Thomas (1985-93) worked at the Foreign Office for 
two years on matters of national security following his 
previous posting as Deputy Head of Mission in Argentina but 
has now moved on to be Deputy Head of Mission in the 
British Embassy in Harare, Zimbabwe. 
 
Dr Julian Gunn (1970-78) has been appointed Professor of 
Interventional Cardiology at Sheffield University. Julian was 
trained in Medicine at Cambridge and took junior hospital 
posts around England before being appointed Clinical Lecturer 
in Cardiology at the University of Sheffield in 1994 and BCS 
Young Investigator of the Year 1995. He was appointed 
Senior Lecturer in 2000 and became Reader in Interventional 
Cardiology in 2014 and Professor in 2016.  
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Professor Richard Oakley, FRSC (1961-65), Emeritus  
Professor of Chemistry at the University of Waterloo, Ontario 
has been awarded the E W R Steacie Award for 2016. This 
award, supported by the Canadian Society of Chemistry, is for 
a distinguished contribution to chemistry while working in 
Canada. Richard's research career is rooted in synthetic Main 
Group chemistry, but latterly his interests evolved to include 
the crafting of open-shell organic molecules, with a view to 
generating non-metal based magnetic and conductive 
materials. He was awarded the ACS Akron Section Award in 
1991, the CSC Alcan Lecture Award in 1993, and the CSC 
Pure or Applied Inorganic Chemistry Award in 2001. He won 
a Killam Research Fellowship in 2006 and was elected a 
Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada in 2009. Richard 
moved to Canada in 1966 and studied at the University of 
British Columbia (BSc, MSC, PhD). After fifty years in 
Canada it is heartening to see that a student writing on 
RateMyProfessors.com says "He's got the wry British humour 
thing going on" and others commented favourably on his 
"awesome" accent. 
 
Professor Armand de Mestral, CM (1953-59), Professor 
Emeritus and Jean Monnet Chair in the Law of International 
Economic Integration at McGill University, was appointed in 
December 2014 a Senior Fellow at the Centre for International 
Governance Innovation. As well as his forty years as Professor 
at McGill, Armand was President of the Canadian Red Cross 
Society for two years. 

The Very Rev Dr Andris Abakuks (1960-67), a Visiting 
Research Fellow at Birkbeck University of London, is a 
statistician by training whose research interests include the 
application of probability and statistics to problems in 
theology and New Testament studies. He has for many years 
held a major role in the Latvian community in Great Britain 
and between 1985 and 1993 was Chairman of the Latvian 
Council in Great Britain. He is a Pastor and currently the 
Chairman and Dean of the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Great Britain.  

Dr Niall Moore (1969-74), consultant radiologist and 
university lecturer in radiology at Oxford University, is, like 
Professor Paul Wordsworth (1965-70), a Fellow of Green 
Templeton College. Niall has been head of training in 
radiology, has served two terms as regional post graduate 
education adviser and is also head of the postgraduate school 
of radiology. He is deputy editor of Clinical Radiology, 
journal of the Royal College of Radiologists.   
 

Ian Hunter (1989-97) has been appointed partner at 
Linklaters  LLP  with  effect  from  1 May 2016.  Ian, who was  

Captain of the School in 1996-97, read chemistry at Oxford 
before training as a solicitor. He trained with Linklaters and 
specialises in corporate law. 
 
Edward Weeks (1985-90) is Chief Executive of Barclays 
Bank, Hong Kong and Chief of Staff to the Chairman and 
Chief Executive of Barclays, Asia Pacific. 
 

Two OWs who have moved into the world of academia after 
many years as schoolmasters are Dr Guy Woolnough (1961-
67) and Clive Letchford (1971-79). Guy, who taught history 
and Latin at a number of schools in northern England, 
including Lancaster Girls’ Grammar School, is now a teaching 
fellow in the Department of Sociology and Criminology at 
Keele University. He focuses on the work of the “ordinary 
policeman” and has researched, in particular, discretionary 
policing in Victorian Cumbria. Clive taught classics in schools 
and is now a teaching fellow in the Department of Classics at 
Warwick University where he teaches both Greek and Latin 
language and literature.  
 
David Harlow (1980-88) was elected in May 2015 as a 
County Councillor in Herefordshire. He represents the electors 
of a series of wonderfully names villages: Aconbury, Garway, 
Harewood, Little Birch, Llandinabo, Llanwarne, Much Birch, 
Orcop, Pencoyd, St. Weonards and Tretire with 
Michaelchurch.  On the council website he describes himself 
and the reasons that he sought election: “Over the last 15 years 
I have started, built up and sold two businesses.  Since the 
beginning of 2014 I have enjoyed a ‘mid-life career break’ but 
now I am keen to put something back into the community.  I 
wanted to become a councillor because I want to encourage 
individuals and communities to believe in themselves and to 
realise that often they can change things for the better.” 

Howard Bairstow (1958-66), whose election 
as Deputy Mayor of Newbury was recorded in 
the previous edition of OW News, has moved 
up in status and became Mayor of Newbury for 
2015-16. 

During a career at three key UK research institutes, Dr. Peter 
Lutman (1957-64) has worked in weed biology, ecology and 
control in arable crops, latterly as Head of Weed Ecology 
Group, Rothamsted. He has authored or co-authored over 100 
scientific papers, longer reviews for research sponsors, several 
book chapters and has made numerous contributions to the 
agricultural press. He was recently awarded the medal of the 
British Crop Protection Council and said “I’m flattered to be 
awarded a BCPC medal and to join a group of illustrious crop 
production experts honoured by BCPC over many years. 
BCPC has played a valuable role over more than 50 years in 
the communication of what is now called translational 
research (i.e. applied research) to the agricultural community 
and I like to think that I have played a useful role in resolving 
weed control problems faced by the industry through my 
research programmes and my long-time participation in 
BCPC’s Weeds Working group.” Among his recent projects 
has been a World Bank/FAO project on the impact of 
agricultural knowledge, science and technology on food 
production and the environment in Europe and N. America. 

Martin Scheck (1968-75) has had an interesting international 
career – after school and university in the UK, Martin, who 
has Swiss nationality, qualified as a chartered accountant with 
KPMG. He then moved into banking, initially with Swiss 
Bank Corporation in London, Zurich and the USA. In 1999 he  
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moved to UBS as Head of Debt Capital Markets for 
Switzerland  and  in  2001  was  appointed  Managing Director  
and Head of Fixed Income at UBS Investment Bank, Zurich. 
From 2004 he was also a director of International Capital 
Markets Association and Chairman of its audit, compliance 
and governance committee. In 2009 he left UBS to work as 
full time Chief Executive at ICMA. ICMA has for some fifty 
years sustained and supported the business of its 500 members 
in sixty countries by promoting the development and efficient 
functioning of the global capital markets. 
 
Iain Scarisbrick (1980-87) has been appointed Deputy 
Master (Co-curricular) at Dulwich College. 

Russell Picot (1968-75), Group Chief Accounting Officer for 
HSBC, has been appointed as one of the first independent 
trustees of LifeSight, the master trust of Towers Watson, the 
world’s largest employee benefits consulting firm. LifeSight is 
Towers Watson’s defined contribution multi-employer 
pension trust for employers who would benefit from high-
quality, lower risk, market-competitive pension provision 
without the governance burden. Russell was a trustee and 
chairman  of  the  audit  and  risk  committee of the HSBC UK  

Pension Scheme for 15 years. He is co-chair of the Financial 
Stability Board’s Enhanced Disclosure Task Force and a 
member of the International Integrated Reporting Council.  

 

Robert Lampitt (1953-60) was installed as Master of the 
Worshipful Company of Gold and Silver Wyre Drawers in 
January 2016. The photograph shows Robert at the installation 
dinner seated to the left of the guest speaker, Professor Tony 
Stockwell (1954-62). 

 

 

T H E  S E R V I C E S  
Brigadier Neil Sexton (1978-
85) is currently a member of the 
Royal College of Defence 
Studies, the senior college of 
the Defence Academy of the 
United Kingdom. The College 
is the capstone to the strategic 
education of those officers of 
the armed forces and equivalent 
civil servants who have the 
potential to reach the highest 
ranks and who must therefore 
understand and be comfortable 
working at the strategic level in 
a cross-government and 
international environment. The 

College was established in 1927, originally as the Imperial 
Defence College, in accordance with Winston Churchill's 
vision of promoting greater understanding between senior 
military officers, diplomats, civil servants and officials. Neil 
will complete his course in summer 2016 prior to his next 
posting. 

At the service, attended by the Prince of Wales and the 
Duchess of Cornwall, which was held in St Paul’s Cathedral 
on 18 June 2015 to mark the 200th anniversary of the Battle of 
Waterloo, Lt Col Matthew Birch (1987-92), Commanding 
Officer 7th Parachute Regiment, Royal Horse Artillery, read a 
letter written immediately after the victory by Colonel Sir 
Augustus Frazer also of the Royal Horse Artillery.  

Brigadier Rudi Wertheim (1967-75) has retired from the 
army but retains his involvement in international strategic 
relations. After commanding an armoured battle group, Rudi 
became UK Defence Attaché in Beijing and then Defence 
Adviser in Islamabad. Since leaving the army he has joined 
Intercontinental Hotels Group as Director Corporate Risk and 
Reputation Greater China based in Shanghai. It seems unlikely 
that any other OW has a CV that includes a degree in Chinese 
from Cambridge and periods at the National Defence 
Universities of both China and Pakistan. 
 

Tom Morgan (2003-11), formerly of Birmingham University, 
passed out of RMA Sandhurst and has been commissioned 
into the Army Air Corps.

 

N E W S  O F  F O R M E R  M E M B E R S  O F  S T A F F
 
Dr Tim Hands, former Second Master at Whitgift and 
subsequently Headmaster of Portsmouth Grammar School and 
Magdalen College School, has been appointed Headmaster of 
Winchester College with effect from September 2016. 
 

Mark Hoskins and Bill Penty are now in their second year as 
Headmaster respectively of Reed’s School and Trent College.  
 

Duncan Byrne, currently Second Master at Cheltenham 
College, will become Headmaster of Loughborough Grammar 
School  in  September   2016   while  at  the  same  time  Jesse  
 

 
Elzinga, currently Director of Studies at Harrow School, will 
become Headmaster of Reading Blue Coat School. 
 
Sir Anthony Seldon, having retired from the Mastership of 
Wellington College, has taken on the position of Vice 
Chancellor of Buckingham University. He is honorary adviser 
on history to 10 Downing Street, a member of the First World 
War Centenary Cultural Committee and a governor of the 
Royal Shakespeare Company as well as producing a stream of 
books principally on politics and education.  
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P U B L I C A T I O N S  W I T H  A  W H I T G I F T I A N  I N T E R E S T
 

The Headmaster has written a 
most readable biography of the 
Founder. This book, published 
by the Foundation and splendidly 
illustrated, is the first study of 
the life of John Whitgift 
published for nearly fifty years. 
It should be on the bookshelves 
of all Whitgiftians. 
 
Phil Holdway-Davis (1971-76) 
visited the WA Office and 
Whitgift archives in July en 
route to the St.George's 

Memorial Church in Ypres, as part of the launch of his new 
book Triumph on the Western Front. Phil has compiled the 
book from the diaries of his Great Uncle Oswald H Davis. 
Oswald joined the Royal Engineers in 1916 and arrived in 
France in July that year. As a despatch rider he rode a 
Triumph motorcycle to carry pigeons and vital messages at a 
time when communications were limited and risky. Oswald 
was a poet and novelist and wrote twelve books. This War 
diary takes the reader on a vivid trip from wartime Britain in 
July 1915 to the Somme and Flanders, where he was posted 
from 1916 until the end of the War, and then on to occupied 
Germany before his demobilisation in February 1919.  
 

Phil, who lives in New Zealand, plans to visit the School for 
the Remembering 1916 exhibition and hopes to be able to sign 
books and talk about Oswald, the Somme, the ANZACs and 
pigeons! 
 
Roger Wickson (1951-58) is 
mentioned earlier as a former  
Headmaster at The King’s School, 
Chester. He has recently retired 
from his subsequent position as a 
tutor in the department of 
Continuing Professional 
Education at Keele University and 
has written Kings and Bishops in 
Medieval England 1066-1216, an 
introductory text that explores the 
central relationship between kings 
of England and their bishops, 
from the Norman Conquest to Magna Carta. The book is 
described as an approachable overview of the key scholarship 
on this subject, from historical to contemporary viewpoints. 
He also draws readers to major primary sources, such as 
monastic chroniclers, to produce an ideal starting-point for 
anyone studying high medieval England.  
 
Tony Percy (1956-65) has been researching the world of 
secret intelligence for the doctoral thesis which he is 
completing under the supervision of Professor Anthony Glees 
at the Centre for Security and Intelligence Studies at the 
University of Buckingham. The first published fruits of 
Tony’s research were revealed in an article in the September 
2015 edition of History Today entitled Isaiah Berlin: the 
Undercover Egghead. 
 
Mike Upton (1953-61), the ever fruitful author, surpassed 
himself  in  2015  by publishing two books, The End is Always  

 
Final, a novel, and The Track in a Forest, a collection of ghost 
stories. Book number thirteen, a novel, will appear in 2016. 
 

Jon Bauer (1988-90), now an Australian citizen having 
migrated on a Distinguished Talent visa before being awarded 
full citizenship, is an author of short stories and plays for stage 
and radio. His work has been broadcast on Australian national 
radio, performed at the Melbourne Arts Centre and featured in 
The Daily Telegraph and in a number of literary magazines.  
His first novel, Rocks in the 
Belly, received favourable 
comment from Nobel Prize 
winner and double Booker Prize 
winner J M Coetzee. It also won 
the 2011 Indie Booksellers 
Award for Best Debut Novel, 
was shortlisted for the 
International IMPAC Dublin 
Literary Award and longlisted 
for the Miles Franklin Literary 
Award. 

Graham Masterton (1957-62) is the author of over a hundred 
books but is best known as a writer of horror novels and 
historical sagas. Some years ago Graham turned his hand to 
crime writing - his series of books set in Ireland and featuring 
Superintendent Katie Maguire is now eight in number. 
Numbers seven and eight (Buried and Living Death) are both 
to be published in 2016. The first Katie Maguire novel, White 
Bones, sold 100,000 copies in e-book form in a single month 
in 2013. Earlier novels in the series have also been published 
in both Polish and German editions.  

Peter Cox (1955-64), author of Memories of Whitgift, has 
come up with another fascinating volume of social history 
entitled Growing up in London 1930-60. Peter has based his 
book on interviews with over 100 members of the University 
of the Third Age, most aged between 75 and 95. They often 
grew up in straitened circumstances, born to parents who had 
little money to spare, with few holidays, a lack of free medical 
care, and little chance of further education. What’s more they 
had to live through the disruption of a major European war in 
which London was extensively bombed, living nightly through 
the fear of the Blitz or the separation of evacuation to strange 
places and people. 
 
Trigger Warning: Short Fictions 
and Disturbances by Neil  
Gaiman (1974-77) was named 
as Best Fantasy fiction in the 
2015 Goodreads Choice Awards 
for 2015. One of the stories in 
this collection The Truth is a 
Cave in the Black Mountains 
was serialised on BBC Radio 4's 
Book at Bedtime in November 
2015. Neil’s novel American 
Gods is being adapted as a 
television series – filming is 
taking place in March-
September 2016 with release 
expected in 2017.   
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S P O R T  

Each year seems to bring new superlatives for OW sporting achievement and 2015 was no different… 
 

In rugby, there were no 
fewer than three OWs in 
the initial England 50 
man training squad for 
the World Cup. In the 
event, Danny Cipriani 
(2001-07), Elliot Daly 
(2006-11) and Marland 
Yarde (2008-10) left, 
were all omitted from 
the final squad (and no 

bad thing, many would say, given the poor performance of the 
England team). Their omission came despite their impressive 
performances for England against the Barbarians in a warm up 
game where Danny was Man of the Match. However, Richard 
Thorpe (1998-2003) did represent Canada in the 2015 World 
Cup thus becoming Whitgift’s first Rugby World Cup 
representative. Danny played for England in international 
warm up matches prior to the World Cup and with Elliot and 
Marland was in the training squad for the 2016 Six Nations’ 
Championship. Only Elliot, after many impressive 
performances for London Wasps, progressed to the match day 
squad – he made his England début as a substitute in the 
victory against Ireland on 27 February 2016. 
 
In cricket, Jason Roy (2004-08) 
continued to make great  progress. 
As at the beginning of March 2016 
he has represented England in 20 
one day and 8 T20 international 
matches. He scored two half 
centuries against Australia and one 
against Pakistan before making his 
first international century against 
Pakistan on 20 November 2015. In 
March/April 2016, Jason was part of 
the England team that took part in 
the T20 World Cup and lost in the final to West Indies. Jason 
was one of the highest scoring batsmen in the Cup and was 
named as one of the team of the tournament – he was Man of 
the Match in England’s successful semi-final win against New 
Zealand. 
 
Victor Moses (2004-07), now on loan from Chelsea to West 
Ham United, has again represented Nigeria in internationals. 
Bertrand Traoré (2011-13) made his first team début for 
Chelsea and scored his first Premier League goal (against 
Newcastle) in February 2016. He also represented Burkino 
Faso in the 2015 Africa Cup of Nations. 
 
Four OWs represented GB in senior modern pentathlon 
competitions in March 2015. James Myatt (2007-2009) and 
Sam Curry (2005-2012) were part of the four-man GB team 
selected for the five-day UIPM 2015 World Cup #2 event in 
Cairo. Joe Choong (2008-2013) and Tom Lees (2005-2012) 
took part in the Budapest Cup where Joe was 5th and Tom was 
8th. At the beginning of April 2016, Joe, Sam and Tom made 
up the entire GB team competing in the Rome World Cup 
meeting: Joe finished in 4th place, his best result so far.  
 
The GB U21 hockey team that took part in the 2015 Sultan of 
Johor Cup, hosted in Malaysia, included an extraordinary five 

OWs - Rhys Smith (Durham University) (2007-15), Jack 
Waller (Durham University) (2013-15), Luke Taylor 
(Loughborough Students) (2009-13), Jonty Griffiths 
(Loughborough Students) (2009-13) and Rob Farrington 
(Cannock) (2008-12). The final, on 18 October, was against 
India and the match ended 2-2, with team captain, Luke 
Taylor, having contributed his tenth goal of the competition, 
making him the tournament’s top-scorer. The match went to a 
sudden death shootout, with Great Britain ensuring India did 
not claim the title for a third consecutive year. 

David Pearson (2009-15) competed 
at the 2015 ITU World Triathlon 
Grand Final, in Chicago, on 17 
September. David had only been 
taking part in triathlons for two 
years, but achieved an impressive 
10th place, in the 16-19 age 
category. It was only recently, in 
March 2015, that the then Upper 
Sixth Former competed in the 
National Duathlon championships, 

to gauge his progress after a year of having switched from 
modern pentathlon to concentrate on triathlons. He came 
second, beating seasoned international triathletes, and 
qualified for the European Championships. David has now 
gone up to St Hilda’s College, Oxford to read biological 
sciences. 

In the Rugby Premiership for 2015-16 there has been OW 
representation as follows: London Wasps – Elliot Daly (2006-
11), Jamie Stevenson (2002-10); Harlequins: Marland 
Yarde (2008-10), Henry Cheeseman (2006-14), George 
Merrick (2009-11), Seb Adeniran-Olule (2006-12); Exeter 
Chiefs: Harry Williams (2002-10); Sale Sharks: Danny 
Cipriani (2001-07), Nev Edwards (1999-2006); Leicester 
Tigers: Adam Thompstone (1999-2006). 
 
Frankie Taggart (2011-13), a member of the Ulster senior 
squad, played for Emerging Ireland in matches against 
Uruguay and Georgia in the 2015 Tbilisi Cup. 
 
Lorcan Dow (2011-13) made his début for Ulster in the 
Guinness Pro-12 match against Benetton Treviso in January 
2016. 
 
Luca Petrozzi (2006-13) of Benetton Treviso played for Italy 
under 20s in the 2014-15 season while Stan South (2012-14) 
of Harlequins has played for England under 20s in season 
2015-16. 
 
In first-class cricket Rory Burns 
(2001-06) and Jason Roy (2004-08), 
right, had excellent seasons – Rory 
again scored in excess of a thousand 
runs in the LV-County Champion-
ship while Jason made his highest 
first class score to date. Rory was 
selected for the MCC team to play 
against the Champion County in the 
2016   season   opening   match   and  
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has been appointed Surrey CCC Vice-Captain for the 2016 
season.  Dominic Sibley (2007-14) and Freddie van den 
Bergh (2003-10) were also in the Surrey squad and Dominic 
played a number of first class matches. Laurie Evans (1998-
2004) had a productive season for Warwickshire which 
included an undefeated double hundred against Sussex. Jack 
Winslade (2006-13) made his first class début for Essex and 
took 4 wickets for 20 in his first match. Michael Burgess 
(2004-08)  made  his  début  for  Leicestershire  Foxes  in  the 
 

 
Royal London One Day Cup. 
 

 
The evergreen Andrew Stracey (1965-72), was a member of 
the Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire team that 
won the inter counties senior golf championship for 2015. 
Andrew has had a stunning career as a leading amateur and 
appears to have no intention of retiring!  Amongst his many 
achievements, he has the distinction of being the oldest golfer 
ever to win the President’s Putter at Rye. 
 

 
O W  S P O R T S  C L U B S  

 
 

The OWRFC had a good season in 2015-16 finishing third but 
again failing to gain promotion although, with a late flourish, 
the 1st XV ended the season by winning the Surrey Shield. The 
rugby club is in good heart, fields three teams regularly (and 
not many clubs do that these days) and attracts huge numbers 
of youngsters to junior rugby.  
 
Last year it was recorded that there were promising signs for 
the hockey and football clubs and they have both done better 
this season. Indeed the hockey club are celebrating promotion 
of no fewer than three teams at the end of season 2015-16. 
 
In cricket, the 1st XI maintained its place in Division 1 of the 
Surrey Championship. Junior cricket thrives.  For the Whitgift 
Mitres, the 2015 Cricketer Cup lasted only two matches - we 
beat Downside in a nail biting finish but then fell significantly 
short of a winning total against Old Wellingtonians. If only we 
could parade our multitude of county players… 
 
In the Halford Hewitt competition for 2015, we had a close  

win against Sherborne (3-2) but then lost by the same score to 
Rugby. In the 2016 competition it was a similar story: a good 
win against Stowe in round 1 was followed by a narrow defeat 
against Charterhouse in round 2. The Golf Society thrives for 
those who do not or no longer aspire to Halford Hewitt 
heights. 
 

The Veterans Rifle Club enjoyed its 119th year and reports its 
activities and successes with great verve. 
 

The Fives Club had a successful season with plenty of matches 
and a tour based around Sherborne that sounds pretty good 
both from the playing and the entertainment point of view.  
 

The 23rd annual chess match against the School saw teams of 9 
boards battle it out with the OWs winning by the clear margin 
of 7 – 2. The OWs retain the Leonard Barden Trophy and now 
lead the series 17½ to 5½. 
 
Far more detail of all these activities can be read on a 
regular basis by members in the bi-monthly WA Newsletter. 
 

 
M I S C E L L A N E O U S  

 
Chris Carter-Pegg (1984-92) reports that in July 2015 the 
OW Corps of Drums joined with the School Corps of Drums 
to celebrate the latter’s 110th anniversary. No fewer than 
fifteen former Drum Majors attended the event which 
recognised with pride the School as having the oldest Corps of 
Drums in the UK. The OW Corps of Drums parades and gives 
concerts regularly and recently had an honoured place 
providing music at the funeral of former member Jack Cocks 
(1937-43). 
 
The ever-observant Colin McKinnon (1964-72) has drawn 
attention to an exhibition of the work of Kenneth Anns 
(1902-08): 
 

“THE CHERTSEY MUSEUM is proud to present the first 
retrospective exhibition of the art of Kenneth Anns, 1891 – 
1962 entitled Walter Sickert’s unknown Student, the life and 
art of Kenneth Anns MC, FRIBA. 
 

Kenneth Anns purchased The Cedars, Chertsey in 1958 and 
lived there with his wife Margaret and their two daughters. 
Kenneth died in 1962 and Margaret, his wife, sold the Cedars 
to the Olive Matthews Trust in 1972 and the Trust then joined 
with the local Museum to relocate at the Cedars. 
The exhibition will run from 10th February to 17th May 2016.  
Kenneth Anns was born on 24th March 1891, in North 
Clapham, London. He was educated at Whitgift School 
Croydon and as a child had a remarkable talent for drawing. 
Before the 1st World War he was accepted into Walter 
Sickert's Studio in Camden Town, London. At the outbreak of  
 
 

 
the war he enlisted into the Surrey Yeomanry, Queen Mary's 
Regiment and served on the Western Front.” 
 

I was delighted to read in Andrew Gimson's parliamentary 
sketch about Prime Minister’s Questions on 27 January 2016 
that a reference by the Leader of the Opposition to a question 
sent to him by “Jeff” started a train of thought about Gimson’s 
Latin master, Jeff. I suspected he must have been reminiscing 
about the great Jeff Abbott. My supposition was confirmed 
when I checked and found out that Mr Gimson had been at 
Uppingham to where Abbott moved when he left Whitgift. I 
wrote to Andrew Gimson and pointed out that I, too, was 
taught by Abbott in his earlier incarnation at Whitgift. I 
described him as a man fierce of intellect and cane and not 
exactly PC in his comments about his pupils - my report in the  
term when I took my O Levels said "Pompous and self-
opinionated but will pass". He was right in all respects. 
 

I received an almost instant reply: “Many thanks for your e-
mail. Yes, Jeff Abbott was my housemaster at Uppingham - a 
very remarkable figure, who stimulated us by confronting us 
with a range of marvellously unfashionable opinions. There 
was no piece of liberal cant which he did not enjoy 
exploding.”  Nigel Platts 

 
Each year the Annual Report and Accounts of 
the MCC records the names of those members 
elected more than sixty years previously. The 
2015 Report noted that among those elected in 
1955 was our very own Raman Subba Row 
(1943-50).  
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Elected in the same year was Robin Marlar, son of Geoffrey 
the School’s then Headmaster. 
 
News from the Far East – Gavin O’Luainaigh (1986-94), 
Chief Marketing Officer and Owner of Football Focus Asia, 
has been spotted in advertisement films as the face of KLIA 
Ekspres, the fast transit rail link to Kuala Lumpur International 
Airport. This is not his first venture into advertising: an 
interview in an expatriate magazine in 2011 revealed that he 
had recently been advertising the new business class of Air 

Asia X. Gavin said of that experience: “It’s a bit embarrassing 
actually and I’m sure I’m going to get a bit of stick for it. I’m 
this guy who is expecting a cramped seat and so falls back into 
the flatbed and spills his drink over himself. [Sighs]” 

 
For those OWs who have not visited the School for a long 
time, it can be quite daunting to return – suffice to say there 
will be a warm welcome. Contact the Whitgiftian Association 
office at the School, visit and be amazed! 
 

 
D E A T H S  

 
We have, with regret, to record the deaths of the 
following OWs reported since the preparation of the 
previous edition of OW News: 
 
ABEL – On 8 January 2016, Alan Ralph (1945-51), aged 80 
ALLAN – On 15 February 2016, Malcolm Stuart (1938-43), aged 
89 
ARNOLD – On 12 March 2015, Harold William (1947-53), aged 
78 
BEECHING – On 11 July 2014, James Lester, OBE (1942-47), 
aged 84 
BELL – On 14 November 2015, Patrick Stuart (1935-40), aged 
90 
BRADSHAW – In May 2015, Peter Shipley (1945-54), aged 79 
BRAHAM – On 25 February 2016, Kenneth Francis (1931-40), 
aged 93 
BROWNING – On 14 June 2015, John Windsor (1935-41), aged 
90 
BURKE – On 24 May 2015, Walter Ernest (1931-35), aged 98 
CAMPBELL – On 8 June 2015, Brian Crosby (1939-46), aged 
85 
CHAMBERLAYNE – On 1 January 2015, Philip William 
(1933-38), aged 93 
CHAPPELL – On 13 November 2015, Dr John Anthony (1946-
48), aged 85 
CHAPUT de SAINTONGE – On 30 December 2014, Dr David 
Michel (1952-60), aged 72 
COCKS – On 19 January 2015, Jack Francis (1937-43), aged 89 
COOLE – In 2014, Dr Colin William (1932-37), aged 94 
COVENTRY – In October 2015, Brian Ernest (1942-45), aged 
87 
DENNEY - On 27 November 2015, Colin Raymond (1945-51), 
aged 85 
DISSANAYAKE – On 21 October 2015, Kyrill Denzilowich 
(1984-92), aged 41  
DUBOIS – On 24 March 2016, Edward George (1964-71), aged 
63, son of R H (1928-35) 
ELLIOTT – In August 2015, George William (2002-09), aged 
23 
FRENCH – On 3 July 2015, Gerald William (1940-46), aged 85 
GILBEY – In November 2015, Richard David (1964-71), aged 
62, brother of A G (1967-75) 
GRAHAM – On 15 October 2015, Eric William (1933-42), aged 
91 
GREEN – On 3 March 2016, Alan Richard John (1934-39), aged 
92 
HOLLAND – On 3 March 2016, Frank Robert Dacre (1934-40), 
aged 91 
HOWELL – On 23 March 2014, Christopher John (1979-86), 
aged 46 
HUGHES – In 2012, Philip David James (1972-80), aged 49 
JAKEMAN – On 29 January 2016, Michael Dennis (1940-46), 
aged 85 

KENNEDY – On 7 January 2016, Roy Bayley (Member of Staff 
1949-69), aged 93 
KIDD – On 29 April 2015, Alexander Hamish (1944-53), aged 
79 
KNIGHTLY – On 13 August 2015, John Walter (1957-65), aged 
69 
MacWILLIAM – On 6 January 2015, Lt Col William John 
(1942-48), aged 83 
MILLEN – On 29 August 2015, Ronald James (1954-62), aged 
72 
MOFFAT – On 23 March 2016, Dr Robin John Russell (1938-
45), aged 88 
PENNELLS – In 2014, Robert Arthur (1959-66), aged 67  
POLAND – On 30 December 2015, Ernest Rexford (1938-42), 
aged 90 
PORTER – On 25 December 2015, Martyn Francis (1951-56), 
aged 75 
RAWLING – On 25 August 2015, John Anthony (1948-55), 
aged 77 
SAMUELS – On 26 April 2015, Rev Peter (1946-52), aged 80 
TIMMINS – In 2016, Frederick George (1926-33), aged 101 
VALLE – On 6 April 2015, Rev Arthur Sydney (1929-36), aged 
97 
VONBERG – On 4 April 2015 Derek Daniel, CBE (1931-39), 
aged 93 brother of M (1937-44) 
WILTSHIRE – On 15 August 2015, James (1946-50), aged 81 
WOOLFENDEN – On 15 April 2016, Guy Anthony, OBE 
(1951-56), aged 78 
WRIGHT – In August 2015, James Macer (1929-38), aged 95 
 
In the previous edition of OW News the death of Richard 
Junkison was announced as being on a date unknown. It is now 
known that the date of his death, at the age of 74, was 23 
February 2015.  
 
STEVE PROCTER  
Clubhouse Manager 1993-2006 
 

Steve Procter, Clubhouse Manager at Croham Road between 
1993 and 2006, died at the early age of 62 on 10 April 2015. 
Though not an OW, Steve, with the energy and enthusiasm 
that marked the man, threw himself into OW affairs 
throughout his time with us. He brought a business sense to 
Croham Road which he had gained in a successful career in 
the oil industry and was never afraid to challenge received 
wisdom when he could see benefit. Sadly, the health problems 
which he could trace back to childhood and which had led to 
early retirement from his main career, eventually proved too 
much and, after a long period of decline, he died peacefully at 
home with his wife, Sandi, at his side. Many will share fond 
memories of Steve’s gregarious presence and the invaluable 
contribution he made to the club over the years. Our thoughts 
are with Sandi and their son Michael (OW 1993-2000). 
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Ed Dubois (1964-71) 
Leading yacht designer who was favoured by the world's super 
rich for his technically advanced boats 
 

The designer of many of the most beautiful superyachts, Ed 
Dubois determined on his career as a boy while sailing a little 
rented boat on the lake in Regent's Park in London. He 
recalled the feeling of being "propelled by the wind across the 
water" for the first time.  
He went on to become an accomplished sailor and then a 
noted and competitive racing yacht designer. Increasing 
numbers of the world's super rich came to his studio near 
Lymington in Hampshire prepared to spend millions. 
Dubois was not exactly computer illiterate, but he never took 
to the digital age in the way most naval architects have. Not 
unlike the Formula One car designer Adrian Newey, he found 
a drawing board was still the best tool to create what he called 
his "architecture on the water", whether it be a sailing boat or a 
motor yacht. 
The Dubois superyacht sailing fleet, ranging from 100-footers 
to boats of nearly twice that size costing tens of millions, 
became so extensive that a biennial championship was set up - 
the two-day Dubois Cup in the western Mediterranean - giving 
the owners an opportunity to race against each other. 
Dubois prided himself on creating boats that were beautifully 
proportioned and owed something to the classical era of yacht 
design in the 1930s. However, they were technically on the 
leading edge and could sail well. 
Over the years he also received a string of demands from 
owners for whom money was no object. Run of the mill 
requests included a helicopter landing pad or a gimbaled wine 
cellar for château-bottled claret. More eccentric was the 
Russian owner who wanted a lift built inside his yacht's mast 
so that he and his girlfriend could get to the top in no more 
than five seconds to survey their chosen anchorage. Dubois 
and his team advised against it, as they did to another client 
who wanted a three-ton pizza oven on his yacht. 
Then there was the daughter of an owner who wanted to take 
her pony on board. She had even designed her own turntable 
deck for the animal to walk around and swim from. Dubois 
had to disappoint her. "We managed to persuade them that it 
probably wasn't a good idea for the pony's entire happiness," 
said Dubois. 
However, he largely enjoyed dealing with clients, many of 
whom came back to him for second or even third boats - one 
had been eight times.  
 
 

 
A quixotic character who was easily bored, Dubois was an 
energetic bon viveur with a wide circle of friends. For many 
years he did little else except travel the world to race on 
sailing boats, then return home and design another to add to 
his burgeoning portfolio.  

Edward George Dubois was born in 1952 in Croydon, in 
Surrey. He was the second of four children and the only son of 
Robin and Doreen Dubois. Known in the family as "Bunny", 
Robin had fought in Burma under Field Marshal Slim and then 
successfully gone into the rag trade, making gentlemen's 
shirts. Doreen had been in the Royal Navy during the war and 
encouraged her son's interest in boats. 

Dubois had a happy childhood at Warlingham near Croydon, 
in a family mainly interested in music and the arts. He went to 
Whitgift.  

Although Dubois' early calling to boats had no antecedents in 
the family, he was soon designing and building model yachts; 
his sisters used to tease him for being a "boat bore".  

His summer holidays included a two-week spell at the Able 
Boys sailing camp at Neyland in Pembrokeshire, run by an 
eccentric Cambridge don, Dr Richard Skemp, where Dubois 
and his best friend, Andrew Prynne (now a QC), learnt how to 
sail in old clinker dinghies and to understand the tide. 

Inspired by the example of the great American designer Olin 
Stephens, Dubois went from school to the boat and yacht 
design program at Southampton College of Technology in 
1971. After graduating in 1974, he worked for the naval 
architect Alan Buchanan in Jersey before leaving to 
concentrate on his first solo commission, the racing yacht, 
Borsalino Trois. Built for a local Jersey restaurateur, this boat 
turned out to be a rocketship in light winds, which was a 
blessing because its first season in 1976 was dominated by a 
heatwave. 

Dubois went on to design many more racing boats that won 
trophies in pre-eminent championships - including the 42ft 
sloop, Police Car, which led the Australian team to victory in 
the 1979 Admiral's Cup, the year of the Fastnet Race storm 
that claimed 15 sailors' lives. 

In addition to one-off racing designs, Dubois was 
commissioned to draw production models for Westerly, 
Centurian and latterly, in a rather bigger format, for Oyster. 
He also designed a fleet of sloops for the amateur Clipper 
round-the-world race set up by Sir Robin Knox-Johnston. 
including a raised deck saloon.  

The breakthrough into the lucrative superyacht market came 
with a commission in the mid-1980s for a 123ft cruising sloop 
called Aquel II that was built by Sensation Yachts in New 
Zealand for an owner in California. It incorporated many 
design features that became trademarks of the Dubois studio, 
performance characteristics led to more commissions. Dubois 
married late, at 44, to Honor Sharpe who had previously 
worked in a London art gallery. They have four children, 
Eliza, Tom, Minna and Willoughby.  

Although he spent the later years of his life designing palaces 
on the water, Dubois never tired of sailing his own classic 
yacht, the relatively modest 43ft Sparkman & Stephens-
designed Firebrand. She was built in teak and mahogany and 
launched in 1964. Dubois adored her and spent many hours 
racing and cruising her with friends, winning his class in a 
classics regatta in 2014. 
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The 58m Kokomo, which Dubois designed 
He was an excellent helmsman at the start of any race - but 
friends recalled that a strong early position would often slip as 
the skipper concentrated on entertaining his guests rather more 
than the racing. Firebrand was certainly not a "dry" ship with 
G&Ts consumed at appropriate moments. "Very occasionally 
I had to encourage Ed to stay down below to make sure he 
didn't fall off," recalled Prynne. 
Dubois' designs won many industry awards. He was a fellow 
of the Royal Institute of Naval Architects and Royal Academy 
of Engineering and was awarded an honorary doctorate in 
design by Southampton Solent University in 2004. 
In the months leading up to his death, which followed a 
diagnosis of cancer and a stroke, he had been working on one 
of his biggest commissions. This was the 190ft Ngoni, whose 
nickname at the Dutch yard where she was being built was 
"The Beast" on account of her 233ft mast. Described as a 
"high performance, edgy and innovative" boat, Ngoni includes 
a "master apartment" complete with gym, sauna and study-
cum-library. She is expected to launch next year. 
Ed Dubois, naval architect, was born on April 18, 1952. He 
died on March 24, 2016, aged 63.  
The Times 30 March 2016  

 
Guy Woolfenden OBE (1951-56) 
Guy Woolfenden, who has died aged 78, was head of music at 
the Royal Shakespeare Company for 35 years; he was 
probably  the   only   composer   to   write   for   all  37  of  the  
 
 

Shakespeare's plays - some several times over; he also 
occupied a niche writing music for wind band. 
Composers had traditionally written theatre music based on 
the script alone and often without even setting foot inside the 
theatre. Woolfenden believed that the composer had to 
understand the director's intentions and get a feeling for each 
actor's musical abilities - and limitations. "What I produced 
was relevant to the production," he told one interviewer. "With 
the right actor for the part, you really get a sense of how the 
music fits with the role, and everything falls into place," he 
said on another occasion. The absence of musical material in 
the plays could be both a help and a hindrance. "Lyrics are the 
key material," he said. "Half the job is working out how to 
make them work." He also experimented with different 
instrumentation, for example having a buccina (a Roman brass 
instrument) especially made 
for the RSC's Roman 
season. Among his greatest 
hits was the music - written 
in only six weeks - for Peter 
Hall's staging of The Wars 
of the Roses in 1963; Trevor 
Nunn's Roman season in 
1972; and Terry Hands's 
history cycle in 1975. His 
music for The Comedy of 
Errors won an Olivier award 
for best new British musical 
in 1977. He finally 
completed the Shakespeare 
canon in 1991 with his score 
for Two Gentlemen of 
Verona. 
Guy Anthony Woolfenden was born on July 12 1937 in 
Ipswich, the younger of two sons. His mother, Kathleen, was 
the daughter of a church organist; his father, Harold, directed a 
jazz band and later opened a music shop. He was a chorister at 
Westminster Abbey choir school under William McKie, and 
sang at both the Festival of Britain and the wedding of the 
future Queen. While still a boy he was encouraged to compose 
anthems and chants, which the choir would sing. At Whitgift  
he started playing the French horn and was selected for the 
National Youth Orchestra of Great Britain, where he got to 
know Tim Reynish, a fellow horn player. He also sang with 
the Dorian Singers, conducted by the composer Mátyás Seiber. 
He was a choral scholar at Christ's College, Cambridge, where 
he conducted Peter Tranchell's opera, The Mayor of 
Casterbridge, for the Cambridge University Opera Group, and 
then moved to the Guildhall School of Music and Drama in 
London to study conducting with Norman del Mar, winning a 
runner-up's prize in the Philharmonia's conducting competition 
when he was 25. He also continued with his horn playing, 

taking lessons with Aubrey 
Brain. He joined the RSC in 
1961, when he was hired as a 
conductor by Raymond 
Leppard, a former lecturer at 
Cambridge, who was now 
music director at Stratford-
upon-Avon. Two years later 
Peter Hall wanted music for  
the entire series of history 
plays. Leppard backed out at 
the last minute and 
Woolfenden  seized the oppor- 
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tunity. He became head of music and resident composer. It 
was a hectic schedule, as he later recalled: "On any one night I 
had to produce musicians and music for three venues in 
Stratford-upon-Avon and two or three theatres in London... On 
top of that there was a season in Newcastle-upon-Tyne every 
year, and frequent world tours. It was a huge job." In 1982, as 
the curtain came down on a successful run of Henry IV Parts I 
and II at the Barbican, Nunn suggested that he turn his 
incidental music into an orchestral suite. He thought little of it 
until the next day when Reynish, now at the Royal Northern 
College of Music, called to ask if he could write a work for the 
newly formed British Association of Symphonic Bands and 
Wind Ensembles. The result was Gallimaufry, which takes its 
name from a word used in The Merry Wives of Windsor and 
The Winter's Tale, meaning "a confused jumble or medley of 
things"; it was to be the first of 15 major wind band pieces. 
Woolfenden also composed music for non-Shakespeare plays, 
including Ibsen's The Pretenders, Chekhov's The Seagull and 
the Kirov Ballet's production of Anna Karenina, which he 
conducted in St Petersburg. He was artistic director of the 
Cambridge Festival (1986-91), and chairman of Full Score, the 
popular Radio 3 music quiz show, from 1994 to 1996. He was 
appointed OBE in 2007. 
While at the Guildhall, he met Jane Aldrick, an oboist. They 
set up Ariel Music to publish his works and more recently 
organised the World Wide Woolfenden project to promote 
theatrical music and to support research into Alzheimer's 
disease. They were married in 1962; she and their three sons 
survive him. 
Guy Woolfenden, born July 12 1937, died April 15 2016 
Daily Telegraph 27 April 2016 
 
Dr Robin Moffat (1938-45)  
MRCS, LRCP, FRCGP, DRCOG, FFFLM (RCP) 

Robin Moffat, who has 
died at the age of 88, was 
well known to many OWs 
as a GP in South Croydon 
and also Medical Officer to 
the School and the 
Foundation prior to his 
move to Brighton in the 
1980s.  He remained 
throughout a keen 
supporter of OW events. 
Robin proceeded from 
Whitgift to Guy's Hospital, 
spent his period of National 
Service in the Royal Navy, 

principally based at RN Hospital Haslar, and returned to Guy's 
as a house surgeon before moving to  Mayday Hospital as 
house physician and subsequently resident obstetrician. 
Although his specialism was obstetrics and gynaecology he 
became an expert in forensic medicine and for a long time was 
Forensic Medical Examiner for the Metropolitan Police. He 
was recognised as a significant contributor to the development 
in the UK of clinical forensic medicine and was much 
involved in establishing it as a discipline within the Royal 
Society of Medicine: he was later President of the section of 
Clinical Forensic Medicine. Among many professional bodies 
and associations in which Robin played an active part, he was 
a past President of the Medico-Legal Society, of Croydon 
Medical Society and of the Medical Officers of Schools 
Association as well as Chairman of the Metropolitan Group  
 

Association of Police Surgeons. He was a liveryman of the 
Worshipful Society of Apothecaries. 
Robin was a frequent writer of letters to The Times and had an 
acerbic and infectious sense of humour that was much 
appreciated by his many friends, colleagues and associates. He 
will be sadly missed by his wife Beryl and children Jeremy, 
Pamela and Tim. 
Pip Burley (1955-62) 

 
David Chaput de Saintonge (1952-60)  
BSc Lond (1963), MB BS (1966), MRCP (1969), PhD (1978), 
FRCP (1986), MFPM (1999) 

David Chaput de 
Saintonge (or 'Mark' as 
he was known to his  
colleagues) was 
Director of Clinical 
Studies at Bart's and 
the London School of 
Medicine. He was born 
in Crediton, Devon, 
and always retained a 
great love for the West 
Country and its people. 
His father, Rolland 
Alfred Aimé Chaput de 
Saintonge, was a priest; 
his mother, Barbara, 
was a teacher. In 1947, 
the family moved to 

London and a few years later to Chipstead, Surrey. He 
attended Whitgift School and then went on to the London 
Medical School, where he changed his name to Mark.  He 
qualified in 1966.  
After house jobs on the Isle of Man and in Nottingham, he 
returned to the London, where he remained. He became a 
consultant physician and a senior lecturer in clinical 
pharmacology and developed a keen interest in teaching. His 
job as a physician in the then Jewish East End was varied and 
tough. He loved the area, the patients and their diversity. He 
remembered many with affection and one in particular. While 
he was still a junior doctor, an Iranian patient gave him a small 
silver bowl as a gift, thanking him for being the only person to 
listen and hear him and to tell him the truth about his illness. 
This was typical of Mark, always a good listener, honest and 
direct and a good diagnostician.  
Apart from his many research papers, he developed an early 
interest in doctors' decision-making, academic support for 
medical students and inter-related issues in medicine. This led 
to him becoming head of the new department of clinical skills 
at Bart's and the London School of Medicine. 
Mark retired early in 1999 and returned to his name 'David', 
which is what his family and friends outside the hospital 
always called him. He embarked on a new career as education 
director of PRIME (Partnerships in International Medical 
Education), a Christian charity promoting compassionate 
whole person healthcare. This, he said, was the happiest time 
of his career. Travelling to Russia, Albania, Romania and 
many other countries, he was able to teach, combining his 
medical knowledge and his Christian faith. He counselled, 
loved and touched the hearts of many struggling to become 
good doctors in developing countries.  
As  well  as teaching,  David  wrote  manuals and materials for 
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teaching 'whole person medicine', a model that encompassed 
physical, emotional and spiritual wellbeing. He applied 
himself to writing about teaching teachers and co-wrote ‘The 
Good Teacher: a Values-based Approach’ (St Leonard on Sea, 
PRIME Partnerships in International Medical Education, 
2013), a manual of how to teach medical teachers. 
When teaching, David had a highly engaging inter-actional 
style, so much so that every person felt they were being 
spoken to personally. A large group is just a lot of small 
groups, he would say and we teach one by one. It really did 
feel like that. Many saw and emulated him. He was 
inspirational and enthused, encouraged and equipped many 
new doctors, students and teachers for an effective, 
compassionate career in medicine in their countries. He had a 
huge heart for his overseas colleagues and was greatly loved 
and respected. The relationships he encouraged in Russia are 
still bearing fruit. His books are being translated into Russian 
and will be used across Russia to herald in a new era of whole 
person healthcare. 
In 1971 he married Gail, a medical social worker he met at the 
London Hospital. They had three sons, of whom he was 
immensely proud. He loved his family and family life, and 
returning home after his travels was always a joy. Their home 
was always open, with the promise of a good meal, a glass of 
wine and a listening ear. David's strong Christian faith was 
fundamentally important to him and shaped his life and values. 
He was a member of his local Baptist church for over 30 
years, where he served as an elder for 12 years. He often 
taught and preached. He had an immense curiosity and 
developed many hobbies, including cooking (his curries were 
legendary!), eating, gardening and the arts. 
In 2009 he was diagnosed with aggressive metastatic prostate 
cancer and with his usual unfailing courage he determined to 
live life to the full. David became increasingly creative. He 
always loved beauty and nature, seeing the world as part of 
God's creation. He was always a positive and thankful man. 
He thought and prayed deeply about death and after death, and 
he wrote many beautiful poems expressing this spiritual 
journey. These were published as ‘Sharing the journey: 
Moving From Grief to Hope’ (PRIME Partnerships in 
International Medical Education, 2013). He wanted these 
poems to help others in end of life situations and to bring them 
the hope which sustained him.  
He will be remembered for his determination and courage, his 
quirky sense of humour and his generous heart. He was 
humble and conscientious, paying great attention to detail. 
Above all he was a teacher, keen to encourage growth in 
others and to pass on freely his skills and knowledge. In his 
last years he exhibited thoughtful and beautiful photographs, 
many of which are displayed at the local hospice. 
Always creative, active, thoughtful and sensitive, David will 
be missed by many people. 
This tribute by his wife Gail Chaput de Saintonge originally 
appeared in the British Medical Journal. 

 
Derek Vonberg, CBE (1931-39) 
Derek Vonberg was director of the Medical Research Council 
unit at Hammersmith Hospital for 24 years until his retirement 
in 1986. In 1949 he was appointed as engineer at 
Hammersmith, working to develop the world's first cyclotron 
for medical purposes. The application of the machine for 
medical purposes enabled the practical and socially 
constructive understanding, diagnosis and treatment of 
disease.   In   simple   terms   a   cyclotron  accelerates  atomic  
 

particles, which has two types of product both of which are 
medically useful. It can produce small quantities of artificially 
radioactive substances which can act as tracers in the body, 
and it can also produce fast neutrons for use in the study and 
treatment of cancer and for radiobiology. It is now known as 
radiotherapy treatment and is used to target deep seated 
cancerous tumours. 
The project developed after the end of the war on a derelict 
site next to Wormwood Scrubs Prison in London. In the early 
days there were many times when the research was almost 
aborted due to lack of finance. However the Cyclotron was 
built and in 1955 inaugurated by HM The Queen. The 
treatment of patients began later that year. Derek was involved 
in the planning and development of the project along with 
John Gallop under the direction of Dr Wood. On the latter's 
retirement, Derek became the director with a rapid increase in 
research work with the Experimental Radio Pathology Unit, a 
parallel research project on the same site, also coming under 
his directorship. The demand for the products of the Cyclotron 
continued  to  rise  and  a  second  and third were developed in  
 

 
Derek Vonberg at the Cavendish Laboratory in Cambridge in 
the late 1940s 
 

Glasgow and Liverpool. Some of the products crossed to 
America, made possible with the advent of Concorde, which 
ensured that these time-limited products could reach hospitals 
in America in the shortest possible time. Derek was awarded a 
CBE in 1980 in recognition of his leadership of the project and 
his own engineering prowess. He was a natural manager, 
although he had had no formal training. The team he directed 
included chemists, medics, physicists, biologists and 
engineers. His task was to unite that team to work together for 
the success of the project. That is not an easy task when each 
discipline has its own priorities. His skill was in inspiring their 
vision and taking each person seriously, at whatever level of 
the organisation they worked. Many of the junior scientists 
have made it clear that working under Derry gave them the 
best years of their professional life. The respect in which he 
was held can be gauged by the fact that some twenty years 
after retirement he was visited by a large number of his 
previous colleagues. That was no easy journey because by 
then he was living in Alderney in the Channel Islands, so it 
involved a flight and some considerable expense. And yet the 
trip was vastly over-subscribed.  
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Derek was born in Croydon on 23 July 1921 and attended 
Whitgift School, before studying at Imperial College, London, 
for a B.Sc. in electrical engineering. This was a challenging 
time because in the early years of the war, trains were often 
delayed or diverted due to the intense bombing of London. He 
graduated with a first class degree and applied to join the 
RAF. However his poor eyesight prevented him from flying, 
so he was directed to work on the development of Radar at 
TRE Malvern. With the war over he began to work for his 
Ph.D. at Trinity College, Cambridge in the radio astronomy 
department (the Cavendish) with Martin Ryle. There was little 
equipment available so soon after the war, and they had to beg 
or borrow what they needed from all over Europe to enable 
them to carry out their research. Together they produced a 
remarkable paper entitled 'An investigation of radio-frequency 
radiation from the sun' which was published in the 
proceedings of the Royal Society of London in 1948. This is 
still considered one of the seminal papers of radio astronomy 
today. That experience led him to his work at Hammersmith 
Hospital.  
A man of considerable scientific brilliance and wisdom, there 
were many other parts to his character.  
In 1946 he married Barbara Hart, daughter of Rev Hugh 
Atherton Hart. This partnership lasted until her death almost 
sixty years later. Together they brought up three children, 
Jane, David and Liz. Derry entered into family life as much as 
his work allowed him to. He was deeply involved when the 
grandchildren came along, followed in great old age by four 
delightful great grandchildren. Born and brought up in a 
Christian family he decided as a young man that this was 
going to be an important element in his life. He developed a 
deep and enquiring faith. For him the study of astronomy and 
then the move to the study of of the atom persuaded him that 
there was a divine creative genius at the heart of all things. He 
was similarly fascinated by the life and teachings of Jesus 
Christ. He sought to model his dealings with people on what 
he learned about Jesus' methods and care for people. He spoke 
to the great in the way he spoke to the cleaner and the 
gardener.  
On retirement to Alresford, Hampshire he found more time to 
read about and to study his religious faith. This widened his 
beliefs, which found practical outworking in his support of the 
local Methodist Church, and in his support of many charities 
devoted to the care of those who were suffering. As the years 
passed, he and his wife Barbara moved to Alderney where 
Jane, his daughter, cared for them both. When Barbara died in 
2006, he found tremendous strength from Jane, and shared 
vigorously in the life of the island to the very end of his long 
life. He died peacefully on 4th April, 2015, Holy Saturday. A 
funeral service was held in Alderney.  
This obituary was written by Derek Vonberg's son, Rev David 
Vonberg.  
 
The references above to Derek Vonberg's early career in radio 
astronomy are reflected in the tributes from that field. The 
following was published by Cavendish Astrophysics, the 
centre of astronomy at Cambridge University: 
We have heard the sad news that Derek Vonberg has died at 
the age of 93.  Derek Vonberg was one of the earliest pioneers 
of radio astronomy and with Martin Ryle (Sir Martin Ryle 
FRS, Nobel Laureate), established the interferometric 
approach to radio astronomy here in Cambridge.  After leaving 
Cambridge in 1949, Derek did not continue in astronomy, 
instead becoming a very distinguished medical research 
scientist for which he was awarded the CBE. 
 

Despite his short time in radio astronomy his impact has been 
far reaching as this extract shows: 
"Ryle returned to Cambridge supported by an Imperial 
Chemical Industries (ICI) fellowship and joined Derek 
Vonberg. Their first project was to measure the properties of 
the radio emission from the Sun. There was scarcely any 
money for equipment, but they were able to buy considerable 
amounts of surplus War electronics very cheaply and also 
acquire large amounts of high quality German radar equipment 
which had been requisitioned after the War. They took away 
five truckloads of surplus equipment from the Royal Aircraft 
Establishment (RAE) at Farnborough, including several 3m 
and 7.5m steerable Wurzburg radio antennae which were to be 
used for many years. 
The angular resolving power of the radio antennae available at 
that time was not sufficient to resolve the disk of the Sun.  
Ryle and Vonberg therefore adapted the surplus radar 
equipment and developed new receiver techniques for metre 
wavelengths to create a radio interferometer, the antennae 
being separated by several hundred metres in order to provide 
high enough angular resolution. Only later was it realised that 
they had invented the radio equivalent of the Michelson 
interferometer. A massive sunspot occurred in July 1946, and 
their observations showed conclusively that the radio emission 
originated from a region on the surface of the Sun similar in 
size to that of the sunspot region." 
Importantly the initial measurements of the active sun clearly 
showed that the brightness temperature of the radiation was 
too high to be explained by any thermal process and they 
concluded that the emission process must be non-thermal. To 
test this conclusion they hypothesised that polarised emission 
would clearly indicate a non-thermal or coherent phenomenon.  
They then undertook further experiments on the active sun and 
demonstrated that the emission was strongly circularly 
polarised.  This is all reported in one paper in 1946 (emission 
from the quiet sun, use of a multi-baseline interferometer in 
radio astronomy, measuring the angular size of sunspot 
emission [10 arcminutes], non-thermal origin of emission from 
the active sun and polarised emission from the sun).  The 
paper is a wonderful example of clarity and brevity - it is only 
one page in length!  

 
John Knightly (1957-65) 
John Knightly, who has died at the age of 69, had a 
distinguished career at School culminating in him being 
appointed Captain of the School for 1964-65. He was captain 
of athletics (and a notably fast sprinter), played in the 1st XV, 
was CSM and Drum Major in the CCF and took part in every 
conceivable sporting and cultural activity including plays and 
operas. Above all he had an air of purpose unusual for a 
schoolboy. His leadership of the School Christian Union was 
an important part of his school life and his Christian faith 
remained the foundation of his whole life and career.   
Upon leaving Whitgift, John went to the Leeds School of 
Town Planning as an undergraduate student.  While there, he 
was given a grant by The Winston Churchill Memorial Trust 
which enabled him to spend the long vacation of 1968 
travelling through North America, Australia, New Zealand, 
South  East  Asia  and  India  to  make  a  study  in  the field of 
housing and urban development. 
After being awarded a Diploma in Town Planning in 1969,  
John, through Voluntary Services Overseas, obtained a post as 
Planning Officer in Mombasa, where one of his 
responsibilities was managing tourism development and trying  
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to ensure that it was not to the detriment of the local 
population. 
John returned to the U.K. in 1971 when he went to York 
University, where he was later awarded an M. Phil in 
Community Work.  This led to working in London as a 
Community Development Officer.  After this, John went to 
The Seychelles, having married Pam who came from The 
Seychelles.  He worked there for six years, again as a Planning 
Officer, where his responsibilities, once more, included 
management of tourism development. 
John and family returned to the U.K. in 1982 and he 
subsequently worked for the voluntary sector, social services 
and finally the NHS from which he retired in 2010.  John died 
in August 2015 following a battle with cancer. He leaves a 
widow, three sons and two grandchildren. 
This tribute was provided by John's widow, Pam.  
 

Bill MacWilliam (1942-48) 
Lt Col William John 
(Bill) MacWilliam, late 
of the Kings and 
Parachute Regi-ments, 
died peacefully aged 83 
in the presence of his 
daughters on 6th January 
2015 at the Royal United 
Hospital, Bath.   
The son of a World War 
I veteran, Bill was 
inspired to join the Army 
by his father's time in the 
Gordon Highlanders. 
Bill left School in 1948 
and entered the Royal 
Military Academy 
Sandhurst in 1949 before 
joining the 1st Battalion of the King's Regiment in 1951. The 
following year, Bill was posted to serve as part of British 
forces in the Korean War. It was while he was serving in 
Korea that he lost his right eye. During an offensive by 
Chinese troops, Bill was hit by flying shrapnel in the right side 
of his face, blowing his eardrums and irreparably damaging 
his eye. 
Bill said: "I'd been wounded a couple of weeks before, but 
since the injury wasn't that bad, I wanted to get back into 
action as soon as possible. I wish I hadn't now - had I been in 
hospital that little bit longer, I may still have had my eye." 
Despite completely losing his sight in one eye, Bill remained 
phlegmatic and continued to serve and had a long and 
successful career in the Army. He said: "Losing my eye was a 
bit of a nuisance, really, but I just got on with it." Bill 
remained in the Army for thirty years, during which he served 
in Berlin, the Army Staff College in Camberley and the 
Parachute Regiment. He said: "One can never judge a jump 
perfectly at the best of times, but having one less eye did make 
it that little bit more difficult!" 
Though Bill still had a good amount of sight in his remaining 
eye for most of his life, he started to notice that his left eye 
was deteriorating with age. Bill contacted Blind Veterans UK 
and received free and comprehensive support from the charity 
to help him live independently with sight loss. He said "I've 
been very impressed with Blind Veterans UK and their care 
has been exceptionally good. They gave me magnifiers to help 

me read on indefinite loan and have showed me how to use 
software which allows me to use a computer without being 
able to see the screen. Whenever I go to the doctors now, I 
always remind them to ask people who are struggling with 
sight loss if they were in the Services and to contact Blind 
Veterans UK if so." 
There was much to admire in Bill throughout his life - his 
handicap seemed to be a spur to action whether skiing into his 
twilight years or jumping out of an aeroplane to celebrate his 
80th birthday. In addition, he was an active supporter of 
military charities. 
 

Dr Robert Pennells (1959-67) 
Bob Pennells, known to his contemporaries as ‘Puffy’, a nick 
name attributed to him by Eddie Watts during 1st XI cricket 
nets, was an outstanding school sportsman in a period graced 
by numerous talented performers. He played hockey and 
cricket for the 1st XI and was a member of the 1st XV in 1965 
that memorably beat Millfield, a victory whose fiftieth 
anniversary was recently celebrated. It was, however, as a 
cricketer that he shone most notably - he was a gifted medium 
pace left arm bowler who played three years in the 1st XI and 
captained the side in 1966. He represented Surrey Young 
Amateurs. 
After School, he studied medicine at St Mary's Hospital and 
ultimately moved to Gosport where he was senior partner of a 
large practice. His significant role in healthcare in Gosport 
was recognised in 2012 by the Portsmouth Hospitals NHS 
Trust presenting him with a borough crest. 
Bob was married to Sarah - they met while they were still at 
school (Croham Hurst in her case) - and they had two children. 
He died in 2014 after a long struggle with cancer. A 
contemporary says of him "He was a lovely man, modest with 
a great sense of humour." 
 

Frank Holland (1934-40) 
Frank Holland, who has died at the age of 91, had an 
outstanding career in the insurance industry. He left school in 
1941 and joined the leading firm of C E Heath but in 1942 
entered the army and, after Sandhurst, was commissioned into 
the 4th Queen's Own Hussars seeing active service in Italy in 
1944-5 and then in Austria and Germany between 1945-47. 
After completing his army service, Frank returned to C E 
Heath where he stayed for his whole career - he progressed 
through the company becoming Joint Managing Director, 
North American Operations in 1965 and a Director of C E 
Heath & Co Ltd in the same year. In 1969 he was appointed 
Deputy Chairman of the C E Heath Group and became 
Chairman in 1973, a position which he held until his 
retirement in 1984 when he became a non-executive Director 
for a further two years. During his time as Chairman of C E 
Heath, Frank also became a Director of British Aviation 
Insurance Co. (1974-84), Trade Indemnity plc (1974-86) and 
Greyhound Corporation, USA (1974-87). Frank was a 
liveryman of the Worshipful Company of Insurers and served 
as Master for the year 1985-86. 
 

Jim Beeching OBE, OStJ, TD, FRICS, FAVLP, 
IRRV, Feock (1942-47)  
Jim Beeching, who died at the age of 84 in July 2014, was an 
important figure in the life of Cornwall for many years. After 
School, he trained as a Chartered Surveyor before undertaking 
deferred  National  Service  in  the  army.   He  served  in  the 

23	  



Cyprus emergency and took 
considerable delight in 
subsequent years in pointing 
out that, as a junior officer, 
there was a price on his head. 
He remained keen on matters 
military and served in the TA 
for a number of years being 
awarded the Territorial 
Decoration. Jim was elected 
a Fellow of the RICS in 
1960, and Fellow of the 
Association of Valuers of 
Licensed Properties and 

Revenue Valuers in 1961. He was also an Associate of the 
Chartered Institute of Arbitrators. His professional career was 
mostly in Cornwall where he became senior partner of the 
leading regional firm of Taylor Lane and Creber until 1989 
when he was appointed a director of the merged firm of 
Stratton Creber with offices in Bristol, Exeter, Plymouth, St 
Austell, Truro, Penzance and the Isles of Scilly.  
For twenty-five years from 1975 Jim was a magistrate in Truro 
having previously had a taste of sitting on the bench when he 
served as Mayor of Truro in 1962/63 - at the age of 31 he was 
(and remains) the youngest Mayor in the history of the City of 
Truro. Jim was active in all aspects of the development of 
Truro and listed an extraordinary range of public appointments 
in the area: President and Chairman of the Cornwall Valuation 
Tribunal, Chairman of the Devon and Cornwall Rent 
Assessment Panel and Tribunal, an independent member of 
the China Clay Council, a trustee of the Hall for Cornwall, a 
member of the Devon and Cornwall Police Authority, a 
member and national convenor of the National Council of the 
National Association of Round Tables, chairman and president 
of Truro Round Table, president of Truro Rotary Club, a vice 
commodore of the Royal Cornwall Yacht Club and chairman 
of the board of management and of the council of the Duchy 
Hospital. He awas active with St John Ambulance and in 1989 
was appointed a Serving Brother of St John by the Queen.  
Jim was noted as an after dinner speaker throughout the 
county of Cornwall to which he gave so much. For all his 
public services, Jim was appointed OBE in 1991.  
This tribute is based on an article in The West Briton and on 
discussions with Jim's widow, Anne. 
 
Dr John Anthony ('Tony') Chappel (1946-1948) 
Tony was originally from Yorkshire but his father got a job in 
London so he came to Whitgift just after the war. He went on 
to Westminster Medical School having gained his First M.B. 
at Whitgift but deferred entrance until he had done national 
service as a radiographer with the Royal Army Medical Corps 
in Egypt. John (as he became known) worked as a GP in 
Aylesbury for 30 years at a successful town centre practice. 
He also ran the GP maternity unit and supported the local 
learning disability hospital.  
On retirement he worked for several charities. He also read 
avidly, collecting old medical books. A keen sportsman since 
school, he played rugby for the Westminster and then 
Aylesbury and later moved on to squash, tennis and golf. He 
was also a serious walker, adventurous traveller, photographer 
and movie maker. 
He died suddenly but peaceful at home aged 85, beloved and 
much missed by friends and family. 
This tribute comes from Tony Chappell's son, David. 
 

Rev Peter Samuels (1946-52) 
Peter Samuels died on 26 April 2015 at the age of 80. After 
Whitgift, he attended the Theological College of the Sacred 
Mission, Kelham, Nottinghamshire and was ordained in the 
Church of England in 1961 serving as an Anglican clergyman 
for thirty three years. He became a Roman Catholic, was 
confirmed into the Catholic Church in March 1994 and 
became a priest at St Mary's, Denton in June 1997. Father 
Samuels served the Diocese of Salford in the following 
appointments: 1997 to assist at St Ann's, Ashton and in the 
Chaplaincy to Tameside Hospital; 1998 to assist at St John 
Fisher, Haughton Green; in February 2004 Fr Samuels retired 
from active ministry. 
 
Roy Kennedy (Master 1949-69) 
Roy Kennedy, who has died at the age of 93, taught English at 
the School between 1949 and 1969 when he returned to 
Oxford to continue his research. He was one of the remarkable 
and talented group of young schoolmasters who joined the 
School in the Marlar era. 
The following is adapted from the address given at Roy's 
funeral by His Honour Crawford Lindsay QC (1948-57)  
I am honoured to have been asked to speak to you about Roy 
by Tom Kennedy, my Godson. Today we mourn Roy's death, 
but we should also celebrate his life. We should celebrate his 
devout faith and love of his family; his intellect, scholarship 
and passion for teaching, which he carried so lightly; his 
liberal and civilised attitude to political and social issues; his 
innate sense of fairness and modesty; his curiosity about life 
and his love of travel, sport, music, ornithology, horticulture 
and cookery; his strength of character and his long and 
fulfilled life. 
I want to mention some of the events in Roy's life which were 
significant for him: 
He joined the Fleet Air Arm in 1940 and trained to be a pilot, 
but an attack of conjunctivitis led to his discharge and, as he 
said, probably saved his life, given the short life expectancy of 
pilots in the Fleet Air Arm. 
He next joined the Royal Navy. Before he was commissioned 
he served on the battleship King George V in Arctic waters. 
When commissioned he trained on landing craft to be used in 
the invasion, but was then posted to Ceylon, where he was 
ordered to set up an Educational and Vocational Training Unit 
in Trincomalee where he taught English language and 
literature for the first time. 
You may wonder what this had to do with the war effort, but 
Roy was obviously only too happy to follow orders. One of 
the more bizarre orders he received, and which he remembered 
with wry amusement, was to tow a beached whale back to sea 
again, in order to prevent it dying. This was achieved by 
putting a rope round the whale's tail and pulling it slowly back 
into the ocean. The whale returned and the operation was 
repeated, but once again the whale swam back to shore. 
Someone then suggested that whales beached themselves to 
give birth and that is what happened - shortly after its return to 
the beach it gave birth and then mother and baby swam out to 
sea. Roy was always curious about the species of whale he 
rescued. Many years later Nigel Merrett (1950-58), one of the 
Old Whitgiftians who had been on a school trip with Roy and 
who was then Head of the Fish Section at the Natural History 
Museum, identified it as a blue whale. 
Roy was at Oxford from 1946 to 1949, reading English at 
Corpus  Christi  College.  He  had  spent  a  year  at University  
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College, London after leaving Haberdasher's School and 
before joining the services. His elder brother Tony was just a 
year ahead at him at the same college. It was an idyllic time 
for Roy enjoying the syllabus and the pleasures of playing 
cricket at every available opportunity He was Captain of the 
cricket team and President of the JCR. 
Roy started teaching at Whitgift in 1949. His primary subject 
was English language and literature. Nigel Merrett, who was 
taught English by Roy wrote to Roy's son Tom recently, and I 
quote: "Roy stood out immediately having an effortless 
command of respect. His quiet constancy and firmness backed 
up his teaching enthusiasm." 
I was also taught English by Roy and I agree with Nigel's 
assessment. Roy's care for his students is illustrated by the fact 
that he voluntarily read all the science papers written by his 
class to ensure that they were expressing themselves properly 
in English. 
He started a school Ornithological Society and led a number of 
day and night trips to watch birds. John Hewitt (1950-58), 
another member of the trip that went to Lapland, and who is 
here today, acknowledges the debt he owed to Roy. He said 
recently, "Roy had a great capacity for stimulating self-
development - encouraging young people to develop their 
perhaps latent skills in observation, in writing and in the 
spoken word. His perceptiveness in identifying and 
encouraging potential is perhaps what endeared him to his 
pupils, together with his manner of communicating - treating a 
pupil as an equal". 
Whilst at Whitgift, Roy organised three school expeditions. 
The first was to Iceland, the second to Lapland and the third to 
Turkey. I was lucky enough to go to Iceland and Lapland. 
Everyone who went on these trips found them life enhancing. 
Nigel Merrett, writing to Tom Kennedy said "On the Lapland 
Trip Roy made it. He arranged, guided, and led us in his 
characteristically unassuming way. He was more like an elder 
brother in his treatment of us, whilst always very 
knowledgeable in the wide variety of happenings we 
encountered. It was a great privilege to have been part of it. 
Throughout it of course we all had a common bond." 
John Kusel (1950-58), another participant in the Icelandic 
expedition writes:  "The extraordinary thing about the Lapland 
Expedition was that all the young scientists remained in 
science and we were greatly influenced by his gentle and calm 
approach to life and enthusiasm for everything". John Kusel is 
right - in addition to Nigel, whom I have mentioned, all the 
other scientists who went on Roy's expeditions became 
distinguished academics. John became Professor of Cellular 
Biochemistry at Glasgow University. Peter Grant (1947-55), 
who was on the Iceland trip, became a Fellow of the Royal 
Society and taught at Princeton. He wrote to me last week and 
said:  
"The words that come to mind when thinking of him are 
courteous, friendly, articulate and kind. He seemed to be a 
very thoughtful person, and I'm sure that I would have 
appreciated his company even more in my 20s and later. I 
shall be ever grateful for the wonderful opportunity he gave us 
to visit Iceland in such an enjoyable way. There is no doubt it 
influenced my career path as a biologist."  
Rodney Gayer (1948-56) who was on the Iceland trip has just 
edited a book on the geology of Scandinavia and David Gee 
(1949-56) is Senior Professor at the Department of Earth 
Sciences at Uppsala University. He wrote to me saying "Roy's 
expedition to Iceland was a great experience and one that led 
me on to a life of expeditioning over much of the Arctic and 
the  Siberian  Arctic".  John  Hewitt  became a senior scientific  
 

officer in what is now the Health Protection Agency. 
My role on both expeditions was rather more prosaic - I was in 
charge of stores and occasionally allowed to do some cooking. 
Happily for the public I did not become a chef. The 
experiences we had, and the happy memories we have, will 
remain with all the participants of these expeditions to our 
dying days. 
After leaving Whitgift, Roy returned to his old college, did a 
B. Litt in 1975 and taught English to undergraduates. He then 
undertook teaching for the Workers Educational Association 
and played a pivotal role in marking examination papers for 
the Oxford and Cambridge Board. He also wrote his book on 
Blake which is still in print. 
Sport played a significant part in Roy's life. He was an 
excellent cricketer and played for many distinguished clubs, 
including the Oxford University Authentics. He helped his son 
Tom, who is also a very accomplished cricketer, by tirelessly 
throwing balls at him in the garden and in nets and ferrying 
him to matches and practice sessions. After his retirement 
from playing, Roy continued his involvement in the game by 
umpiring. While at Whitgift he also played rugby and coached 
junior teams. 
Happily for me, Roy and I remained in touch after I left 
Whitgift and we would spend many happy days at Lords 
watching cricket, usually more in pain than pleasure, but 
enjoying the day setting the world to rights, regardless of what 
was happening on the pitch. 
Roy loved travelling. Apart from the school trips he went to 
Africa, India, Greece, Denmark, Sweden, France and 
Australia. Each trip was thoroughly and fully researched in 
relation to the history, culture, archaeology, botany and 
ornithology of the country to be visited. 
Life changed dramatically and happily for Roy in 1971 when 
he married Jenny. They started rebuilding the cottage Roy had 
bought in Kirtlington and remained after Anna and Tom were 
born until they moved to Exeter because of Jenny's post at St 
Luke's College, Exeter University. 
Roy was a devoted husband, father, and much to his joy, 
grandfather. 
When living in Exeter, Roy started teaching a WEA class at 
Budleigh Salterton. He was so popular that when funding 
stopped the class paid him to continue to teach each year. 
Celia Adams, a regular member of the group, told me that Roy 
demonstrated great erudition and depth of knowledge. The 
whole group regarded Roy as a friend and were bereft when he 
stopped teaching them. 
Jenny's early and tragic death was a devastating blow but Roy 
was supported by his faith and by his family. 
He was happy to return to Kirtlington and to be part of village 
life again until he moved to Bicester. 
I have only been able to scratch the surface of the many layers 
of Roy's long, happy and fulfilled life. Roy had a great ability 
to make friends, and Roy's friendship had a profound effect on 
everyone who had the pleasure of meeting him. For me it has 
been  a joy and privilege to have known Roy and to  have been 
his friend, and I'm sure that all of you here today will feel, as I 
do, about him. He was a very special man. 
 
Nigel Platts writes: 
Roy Kennedy was my first form master when I joined the 
school in 1955 and he made a great impression on me as a fine 
and inspiring teacher and a thoroughly good man. With his 
wartime experience as an RNVR officer he reminded me of  
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my own father. In later years he taught me English and 
introduced us all to a wonderful and eclectic selection of 
novels. His typed list, running to about ten pages and 
including pithy comments/summaries, was a wonderful source 
of new reading pleasures. Without him I feel sure I would not 
have received an introduction to many masterpieces of 20th 
century English and European literature and my life would 
have been much the poorer. A number of those taught by him 
in the 1950s and 60s have made similar comments. 
My earliest memory of Roy Kennedy predates my entry to the 
School: in 1955 I took the school entrance exam. It was a two- 
day event with exams on the first day and then a cull. Those 
that survived the cull attended a second day for interviews and  
 

a further test to sort out sheep and goats. The test in my year 
consisted of Mr R B Kennedy giving a lecture to a crowd of 
nine and ten year olds about convoy PQ17, the most notorious 
of the arctic convoys of World War II - we then had to go to 
another room and write our summary of the story of the 
convoy. I enjoyed it but it was a pretty tough test for us (I was 
nine years and three months at the time) - these days it would 
probably be classed as child abuse! Incidentally, the following 
year a maths master (Reggie Hobbs, I suspect) gave a lecture 
about hieroglyphics and then asked candidates to work out a 
sum which required translation of the symbols. My friend 
Roger went home completely baffled and failed the entrance 
exam miserably - he had to make do with Dulwich. 
 

 

A n  O m i s s i o n  
 

Alan Macdonald (1955-63) 
‘OW News’, and indeed OW News in ‘The Whitgiftian’, has 
failed to record the remarkable career of Alan Macdonald who 
died the early age of 53 in January 1999. A published obituary 
from ‘The Independent’ has recently come to light. This is 
reprinted below: 
‘Alan Macdonald was one of the pioneers of BBC global 
television news. He was a tireless champion of BBC World, 
the BBC's international 24-hour news and information 
channel. 
Today, BBC World is watched in nearly 60 million homes in 
187 countries, and CNN's supremacy has been challenged. 
Macdonald held a passionate belief that it was the BBC's duty 
to create a television news channel to match the excellence of 
BBC World Service radio. In 1986, he left his job as political 
correspondent at the World Service to take the first tentative 
steps. 
In those early pioneering days, when CNN ruled in the global 
news village, Macdonald and his colleagues found much 
opposition, and innumerable obstacles. Many BBC executives 
did not share his enthusiasm for the venture. Funding was a 
fraught subject as neither the licence fee nor the World Service 
grant-in-aid was available. The commercial route was taken, 
and the BBC's global television news service was developed 
by the commercial division of the BBC. There were concerns 
too over standards - how could a commercially funded news 
channel maintain BBC standards? 
Alan Macdonald was at the forefront of the launch in 1991 and 
subsequent development of BBC World Service Television 
(now BBC World), the BBC's first international satellite 
television channel. He became Head of Business Development 
and Regional Director, South Asia and the Middle East, and 
established partnerships and distribution arrangements as the 
channel spread throughout the world. Now, there is scarcely a 
continent or country where the BBC World signal is not 
available. 
Macdonald's background in the world's most respected radio  

 
service was useful in his new role. But he knew only too well  
that, no matter however strong the brand, tougher rules apply 
in the commercial market for news: markets do not suddenly 
appear when satellite signals are beamed; each territory is 
fought for, against both established and growing competition; 
and each territory won must cover its costs. If the BBC can 
succeed with BBC World today, it will be because of the early 
work done by people like Macdonald. 
Alan Macdonald cut a distinctive figure among the younger 
media men of today - tall (he towered above most people), 
old-fashioned in manner and mode, a little eccentric (he was 
one of the few BBC executives who rode a motor-bike), 
imaginative and amusing. 
He was born in 1945 and educated at Whitgift. He went on to 
read Chinese, Economics and Sociology at Leeds University, 
after spending a year as a teacher in Malaysia working with 
the British aid organisation Voluntary Service Overseas. From 
1966 he worked as a regional newspaper reporter before 
joining BBC World Service as an international journalist. 
He joined External Services News, as it was then, in March 
1972 and held a number of positions - notably duty editor, 
specialist correspondent, assistant intake editor and Newsroom 
assistant editor. He travelled to many parts of the world as a 
foreign correspondent, and worked in London as the BBC 
World Service political correspondent during the early years 
of the Thatcher government. 
Even serious illness (he was diagnosed with a brain tumour a 
year ago) didn't dampen his spirit nor stop him. It was 
characteristic of Macdonald that he turned aside all advice to 
stay away from work. He believed he had a personal duty to 
the BBC, and he did his duty until the end of his life. 
Macdonald was an active supporter of the Downs Syndrome 
Association and played a major part in the early 1980s 
campaign to curb the use of the term "mongol". 
 

Bob Wheaton, ‘Independent’ 14 January 1999 
 

 

 

“ R E M E M B E R I N G  1 9 1 6 ”  -  L I F E  O N  T H E  W E S T E R N  F R O N T  
“A fascinating…extraordinary exhibition”  The Sunday Telegraph 

 

OWs are reminded that the Exhibition in the Performance 
Centre at Haling Park has been widely praised by the media 
and is well worth a visit.  Marking the Centenary of the First 
World War, the Exhibition tells the story of a pivotal year in 
WW1 through a unique series of personal stories set against 
the backdrop of Verdun, the Somme and the broader Western 
and Home Fronts. 
 

 

 

‘Remembering 1916’ showcases more than 600 original 
objects, documents, photographs and works of art.  Many of 
these items are rare and have not been displayed in public 
before. Doors are open daily from 10am to 5pm and tickets are 
available for purchase at the door: Adult £7, Senior £5, 
Student (with ID) £4 and Child under-5 free. OWs can 
purchase a season ticket at the special price of £8. 
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J O I N I N G  T H E  W H I T G I F T I A N  A S S O C I A T I O N …  

 

 
 

“The Whitgiftian Association is a members’ organisation which welcomes past pupils of Whitgift School,  
current Sixth Formers and their parents, as well as other members of the Whitgift family.” 

 
The Association maintains details of members, arranges Reunions and a variety of other social events (for which members receive a 
discounted ticket price), provides networking opportunities, mentoring and careers assistance and supports the School through 
notifying members of forthcoming events at Haling Park. 
 

The Association maintains an active website and state-of-the-art database for the benefit of its Members. In addition, the annual ‘OW 
News’ is dispatched to all Members via e-mail, together with the ‘WA Newsletter’ (bi-monthly) and ‘Whitgift Life’, published twice 
yearly by the School. The School occasionally publishes ‘The Whitgiftian’ magazine. When published, members are notified and may 
request a copy, at cost price, to be sent by post at the prevailing rate.  Additional benefits to members are always being sought. 
 

The Association also has affiliations with the Old Whitgiftian Golf Society, the Old Whitgiftian Squash Club, the Old Whitgiftian 
Fives Club, the Old Whitgiftian Sailing Club and the Whitgift Veterans Rifle Club, all of whom welcome new members. 
Swimming, shooting, squash and fives facilities are provided at Haling Park. Other affiliated groups include the OW Chess Club, the 
Corps of Drums and The Prayer Fellowship.  The Whitgiftian Benevolent Society is a separately constituted charity, which assists 
distressed Old Whitgiftians and their families, current and former members of the staff of the School and present Whitgiftians.  The 
Association also co-ordinates the activities of Old Whitgiftian Regional Branches who arrange their own reunions and social 
activities.  These branches include: Sussex, East Anglia, Oxfordshire, South West and West Midlands/Warwickshire.  Further regions 
are in the course of formation and a full list of current regional contacts is available from the Secretary. 
 

The Whitgift Sports Club 
The Association maintains strong links with the Whitgift Sports Club in Croham Road where its principal sports continue to be rugby, 
cricket, football and hockey and water polo/swimming (at the School). Association members are encouraged to visit Croham Road 
and are welcome at all times. The WA Membership Card allows a discount on all bar purchases and lettings fees. Members of the 
Association wishing to play sport at Croham Road may apply for membership of the Whitgift Sports Club separately. OWs who are 
Full Playing Members of the WSC receive free membership of the WA (Sports Members). Please call the Clubhouse Manager on 020 
8686 2127 who will be pleased to send you an application form. 
 

WA Subscription Charges 
Full Member - OWs living within 20 miles of Haling Park – £50 per year 
 

Country/Overseas Member - OWs living further than 20 miles from Haling Park – £40 per year 
 

Under 28s Member - OWs Under 28 at time of joining / renewal – £30 per year 
 

Friend of the WA (formerly ‘Patron’)- £25 donation (n.b. not a subscription therefore no access to member benefits) 
 

Parent Member – Parents of current and Old Whitgiftians are welcome to become members of the WA - £50 per year.  Membership 
is free to parents currently paying the Advanced Membership Scheme subscription for their sons. Please register by e-mail (see 
address below). 
 

Current Sixth Formers – Free. Please send an email or pop in to the WA Office (opposite Admissions) 
 

 

To join the Whitgiftian Association now, please go to the WA website at www.whitgiftianassociation.co.uk  
to subscribe via PayPal, credit or debit card.  Alternatively, download and complete the WA Application form and 

 then complete and return the Direct Debit form	  to the address below. 
 

  

 
W H I T G I F T I A N  A S S O C I A T I O N  
H A L I N G 	   P A R K , 	   S O U T H 	   C R O Y D O N , 	   S U R R E Y 	   C R 2 	   6 Y T 	  

Te lephone: 	  +44	   (0 ) 	  20 	  8633	  9926	   	  e-‐ma i l : 	  o f f i ce@wh it g if t ianassocia t ion .co .uk 	  
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