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F R O M  T H E ED I TO R. . .    
 

 
HIS is the eleventh edition of Old 
Whitgiftian News and it takes us through the 
Whitgiftian Association and School year 

from March/April 2016 to the first quarter of 2017. 
OWs with an interest in regular information on the 
School's progress should also look at the magazine 
Whitgift Life, which is accessible on the School 
website (www.whitgift.co.uk).  
  This is the last year of the Barnett Headmastership 
but it is certainly not a period of hibernation for the School. 
There has been no lessening of the familiar drive: we have seen 
artistic performance of the highest standard, think of ‘Hamlet’, 
‘Eugene Onegin’ and the 2017 International Music 
Competition; we have been astonished by the professionalism 
of ‘Remembering 1916’, a top class exhibition that has 
attracted in excess of 35,000 visitors and received outstanding 
reviews in the national press; we have admired results in the 
International Baccalaureate which put Whitgift as the top boys' 
school in the country and delighted in countless individual and 
team successes in an astonishing array of sports.  
  No wonder the School's Open Days and entrance exams 
attracted record numbers in 2016/17. Despite the eye-watering 
level of fees charged by independent schools there are still 
many parents who are prepared, often at considerable sacrifice, 
to seek the quality and breadth of education offered by 
Whitgift. Our Founder took great delight in the Alms House  

 
and School that he established in Croydon and his 
Foundation now supports the elderly and the pupils 
of three schools at a level that he could never have 
imagined: yet the resources of the Whitgift 
Foundation are not limitless and there is need to 
raise funds to maintain and enhance bursaries for 
deserving candidates. The level of competition from 
other local independent schools and from Sutton and 
Bromley grammar schools is unparalleled elsewhere 

in the country.  
  Christopher Ramsey will take over a vibrant School and we 
look forward to his Headmastership with eager anticipation: it 
will be a great challenge and he can rely on full support from 
OWs and the wider Whitgift family. 
  May I make my regular plea: many OWs are fascinated to 
hear news of the careers and other activities of OWs, whether 
or not they are contemporaries. This is particularly the case 
after many years of silence. Readers, please do not hesitate to 
make contact and let us know what you have been doing for the 
last ten (or sixty) years.  
  OWs may also send letters and messages directly to the WA 
office at the School (donna@whitgiftianassociation.co.uk) or to 
the Clubhouse either by traditional or electronic means 
(clubhouse@owa.org). 
 
                        Nigel Platts

 
 

F U N D - R A I S I N G  D I N N E R  A T  T H E  A T H E N A E U M  
 

The reference in the Editor's Note to fund-raising leads naturally 
to the fund raising dinner held at The Athenaeum in January 
2017. The importance of successful fund-raising is such that this 
event is included even before items relating to the Presidents of 
the WA for this year and last year.  
  The dinner was hosted by OW Dr Peter Warren, CBE (1947-
1956), a member of The Athenaeum. It was a very special 
evening for the WA which has only in the last year commenced 
fundraising for bursaries to assist talented boys from lower 
income families. 
Guests congregated in the newly refurbished Garden Room for 
pre-dinner drinks and musical accompaniment by the Whitgift 
String Quartet. Richard Bateman (1967-1974), WA President, 
 

L to R: Anthony Westnedge OBE (1955-1962), Richard Blundell  
(1956-1963), Dr Richard Bateman (1967-1974) - President WA 2017, 
Major Patrick Marsland-Roberts (1953-1960), Leon Sacks (1962-1970), 
David Goodwin (1955-1962).  Standing: Professor Paul Wordsworth 
(1965-1970),  
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welcomed guests and thanked them for their support for the dinner, in 
particular Leon Sacks (1962-1970) who had flown in from Florida, and 
Stuart Woodrow (1968-1975) who hosted a table of friends to support 
the dinner. Guests enjoyed a four-course seasonal dinner and a 
programme of speeches and entertainment. 
  Jonathan Bunn (1980-1988), newly appointed WA Chairman, spoke 
in support of the Bursary Appeal and his predecessor Pip Burley (1955-
1962) gave an introduction as to how the Appeal will work. The 
Headmaster then introduced the talented Whitgift String Quartet who 
played three pieces. 
  After dinner, Simon Beck (Registrar) introduced the special guest for 
the evening, Sussex and former Warwickshire cricketer Laurie Evans 
(1998-2004). Guests watched fantastic footage of Laurie in action  
(right) before he gave a speech filled with humour and passion. He 
explained how Whitgift had nurtured his talent and promise, helping 
him fulfil his dream of becoming a professional cricketer through first-
class coaching but also by instilling resilience and self-belief. Laurie 
spoke in support of the bursary appeal, explaining that without financial 
assistance, he would have been unable to come to Whitgift, missing out 
on the coaching and support that he needed and that the School could 
offer him. 
  Guests were then treated to a short video of Lower School boys talking 
about how much they love Whitgift and why they are so happy to have 
been offered supported places. This served as a reminder that a healthy bursary fund enables the School to select boys on merit. 
Yvan Bollet-Quivogne (2008-2015) explained how he was only able to take up a well-deserved place at the School with a 
Whitgift Foundation Bursary. He spoke about what it has meant to him and his prospects in life to have experienced such 
enrichment and academic success at Whitgift. 
  Pip Burley, Chairman of Fundraising, summed up an unforgettable evening by thanking, in particular, host Dr Peter Warren and 
Whitgift parents, the Headmaster and OWs Richard Bateman, Lord Freud and Lord Tope who had so generously donated 
splendid auction prizes. Dr Peter Warren concluded by thanking all for attending. 
  The evening raised £21,000 for the Bursary Appeal. The WA is extremely grateful for all the support from OWs which ensured 
the success of the dinner. 
Naomi Newstead - Bursary Appeal Coordinator 
 
 

P R E S I D E N T S  
 
GRAHAM TOPE & R I C H A R D  B A T E M A N  
 
The President for 2016 was Graham Tope - Lord Tope of Sutton OBE who writes as follows: 
Well it was certainly a memorable year! But what are the memories? Chief amongst them must be 
the opportunity to meet and talk with so many interesting and impressive young people at the 
School.  I'm at a difficult "in-between" age - my sons are in their forties and my grandsons are not 
yet teenagers, so I get relatively few opportunities for intelligent conversations with young people. 
My "stand out moment", though, must be when chatting with a sixth former about the upcoming 
Referendum which would be his first opportunity to vote. Speaking of his contemporaries, he said 
confidently "We don't think people over 70 should be allowed to vote - it's our future, not theirs!"  
An understandable sentiment perhaps, but the Guest Room of the House of Lords (average age 69) 
is not necessarily the best place to express it! I had had relatively little active involvement with the 
Whitgiftian Association before last year. Now I end the year wondering why! In conversation with 
one of my fellow "inactive" Old Whitgiftians during the year, we both agreed it would be wrong if 
no alumni organisation existed. Yet, as with most voluntary organisations, the Association depends 
on the dedication of too few very hard working people. So I can do no better than end my 
Presidential year with the same message I used in a (successful!) Parliamentary by-election 45 years 
ago "Don't leave it to others, they may be leaving it to you!" 
 
 

 
W A  O F F I C I A L S  2 0 1 5 - 2 0 1 6  
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The President for 2017 is Richard Bateman 
Richard writes that he was born in Croydon and attended an old-fashioned "3Rs" state 
junior school before winning a Council scholarship to Whitgift, where he spent seven of 
the most enjoyable years of his life. That was followed by five years at King's College, 
after which the University of London was naive enough to allow him to practise dentistry 
on the general public! He developed an interest in orthodontics and currently runs three 
practices.  
  He was on the OWA main committee in the late 90s, taking over as Chairman in 2001, a 
role he fulfilled for eight years. He played cricket for the OWCC from 1974 (and is still 
known to turn out on occasion), although his principal sport of hockey was played at 
Purley as the OWHC was then just a Sunday side. When hockey was rained off, he would 
occasionally play rugby for the Extra 'A's. Squash for the OWSRC was also a regular 
midweek pleasure until his back gave way. Today music fills a little of the gap and he is a 
flautist for the Biggin Hill Concert Band and the OW Corps of Drums. When not pulling 
teeth, he races cars and plays golf. He looks forward to his Presidential year - whilst 

acknowledging that he is 'following in some very impressive footsteps'.  
 

N E W  C H A I R M A N  O F  T H E  W A  
 
After distinguished and lengthy service as 
Chairman, Pip Burley (1953-62) has stepped 
down from that onerous position. He was in post 
during a momentous period of WA history that 
involved significant restructuring of the 
Association, separation of the Sports Club and the 
inauguration of a Bursary Appeal fund. Great 
thanks is due to Pip who has led with diligence 
and charm.  
  Pip's successor is Jonathan Bunn (1980-88), a 
stalwart of the OW Rugby Club for many years and a leading 
light in corporate communications. He is the son of Richard 
Bunn (1946-54).   
  Jonathan writes: "It is an immense honour to chair the WA. 
We have exciting times ahead of us as we look to ensure the 
WA is best placed to meet the evolving needs of current and 
future members. 
  As well as supporting the various sections and bodies that 
compromise the WA, the Association has an enormous amount  
 

 
to offer members. In particular, we are looking at 
how we can help share the experience of our 
members with younger Old Whitgiftians as they 
seek to enter the world of employment - there is a 
wealth of knowledge, talent and goodwill that we 
could and should use to support the next 
generation. 
  We also all know that the school has a strong 
tradition of offering financial support to boys, but 
we need to ensure that the generous bursaries that 

Whitgift offers continue to be available for future generations. 
There's no simple or quick fix, but the WA Bursary Appeal is a 
start to the process and I was delighted to attend the launch 
event at the Athenaeum Club in London recently. 
  Please let me know if you would like to be involved more 
closely with the work of the WA or if you have any ideas or 
questions.  
 

 

Jonathan can be reached at bunnjj@gmail.com. 
 

 
 

W A  A N N U A L  D I N N E R  
 
 

  
 

Lord Tope, President 2016, with the Rt Hon Sir Keith Lindblom,  
President 2015 
 

The 121st annual dinner, hosted by the President Lord Tope of 
Sutton, was held at the House of Lords on 17 June 2016 and 
attracted nearly a hundred and twenty five diners. Pre-dinner 
drinks were served in the Peers' Guest Room with its 
magnificent view over the Thames - enjoyed during a brief  

period of respite from heavy rain. Most guests were taken on a 
tour of the Palace of Westminster prior to taking their seats in 
the Peers' Dining Room to enjoy a really excellent four-course 
dinner. 
  WA President, Graham Tope (1953-61), Chairman and host 
for the event, welcomed everyone to the House of Lords and 
asked for a one-minute silence as a sign of respect for Jo Cox 
MP, who was killed in tragic circumstances the previous day. 
He resumed by commenting on the encouragingly high 
percentage (38%) of young OWs present who had left the 
School since 2000. He went on to introduce two of his OW 
colleagues in the House of Lords: Lord Bowness (1954-61) 
and Lord Freud (1961-68). The fourth current OW Peer, Lord 
Freeman (1952-61), had been due to attend but was prevented 
from doing so for family reasons.  
  He also welcomed eight previous Presidents of the 
Association, including his immediate predecessor, Sir Keith 
Lindblom (1966-74) and his successor Dr Richard Bateman 
(1967-74).  
  Lord Tope also took the opportunity to refer to the recently 
launched WA Bursary Appeal, which he hoped as many OWs 
as possible would support. He welcomed Naomi Newstead, 
representing the Appeal, to the dinner and encouraged guests  
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Some youthful OWs 
 
who might feel in a generous frame of mind to make 
themselves known to her. 
  After dinner there was entertainment from the remarkable 
young OW musician, Dan-Iulian Drutac (2013-2015) whose 
performance of Ysaye's 3rd Sonata for solo violin was greeted 
with a standing ovation. Dan-Iulian has a Full Scholarship at 
the Guildhall School of Music. 
  Presiding over the after-dinner speeches with a toast to the 
guests, Lord Tope spoke of the profound effect of his Whitgift 
education, saying that he could only speculate on where he 
would have ended up without it - almost certainly not in the 
House of Lords! Referring to the forthcoming referendum on 
our future in or outside the EU (whilst not wishing to be drawn  
into a political discussion) and reflecting on the splendour of 
our surroundings, he reminded us of the importance of our 
historic parliamentary system and the inherent dangers of 
taking it for granted. 
  Responding, Mrs Patricia Hughes, ex-Chief Executive of 
Sutton Council who, when appointed, was one of only five 
females in similar positions throughout the country, spoke of 
her experiences as a "woman in a man's world" and how she 
had observed things gradually improve for women during her  
 

 
professional life. Nevertheless, she believed there was still a 
long way to go before true parity was achieved throughout the 
business community and in public life generally. She thanked 
Lord Tope for inviting her to attend an old boys' reunion that, 
somewhat to her surprise, she had thoroughly enjoyed! 
  Rumen Cholakov (2007-09) proposed the toast 'Floreat 
Domus' beginning with his heartfelt thanks to the School and 
its community as well as expressing his admiration for Dr 
Christopher Barnett who he described as a "headmaster with 
outstanding vision".  Rumen came to this country from 
Bulgaria in 2007, leaving Whitgift to read history at Cambridge 
where he achieved a double first. He is now a solicitor with an 
international firm. 
  The Headmaster, concluded with a brilliant speech describing 
what Whitgift offered to its current students - making many 
OWs wish they were attending Whitgift today.  He went on to 
talk about ‘Remembering 1916 - Life on the Western Front’, 
the exhibition at the School which had received wonderful 
reviews. 
  The formalities were rounded off with an unaccompanied 
rendering of the School's Carmen (according to stalwarts of the 
event it gets better every year). 
 

 
 

Dan-Iulian Drutac 

 

                   R E U N I O N S  
 

Sportsman's Lunch  
The 2016 Sportsman's Lunch on 10th December at the School 
was held later than usual. Perhaps the closeness to Christmas 
was responsible for there being fewer in attendance than 
previous years. Nonetheless, an attentive group gathered in the 
VI form common room to listen over drinks to Dan Webb, the 
School 2nd XV coach, who gave an interesting and informative 
overview of the current healthy state of Whitgift rugby 
(unbeaten seasons for under 16s, under 13s, who were also 
national champions, and under 12s; under 15s lost only twice, 
both times to Wellington, the second of which was in the semi-
final of the NatWest Cup.  The 1st XV lost some close 
matches, including Sedbergh and Warwick by a single score, 
but can be considered to have enjoyed a successful season 
overall including wins against Wellington (their only defeat), 
Dulwich, RGS High Wycombe, John Fisher and Hampton). 
 

  A good lunch followed in the Old Library where the 
Headmaster, as principal guest, gave a Shakespearean themed 
grace (in honour of the School's production of Hamlet). The 
other guests, Peter Wylie-Harris and Nick Meyer, resplendent 
in striped Old Cranleighian blazers and matching socks also  

enjoyed the event. Nick Meyer, as OCRFC President, in giving 
thanks for hospitality, forecast a Cranleigh win, which 
unfortunately came to pass (18-3) in what was a very spirited 
and energetic game of schoolboy rugby. 
  Ken Nicholas, former School master and rugby coach, was 
present and kept a watchful eye on the game from the touchline 
wearing his prized Leicester tasselled rugby cap awarded to 
him by Martin Johnson to mark his playing record for the 
Tigers. 
 

OW Drinks in the City 
The regular meeting of City OWs took place on 20 October 
2016 at the Market Porter in Borough Market. This event, 
organised by Nick Somers (1984-89), attracted some thirty 
OWs with ages from 21 to late 50s. Contact may be made 
through Facebook, LinkedIn and the WA website to find 
information about future events. 
  All OWs, of all ages, who work in or around the City of 
London, or for companies associated with the City and its 
institutions, are welcome to attend ‘Drinks in the City’ 
meetings.   
  You are most likely to meet someone you know! 
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OW Veterans Rifle Club Dinner Celebrates its  
120th Anniversary 
 

The OW Veterans Rifle Club celebrated its 120th anniversary 
in October 2016 with a dinner at the Whitgift Sports Club to 
commemorate the occasion. The dinner was attended by some 
50 members and guests and Lord Graham Tope CBE (1953-
61), President of the WA, was the principal guest. The 
Veterans Rifle Club is second only to the OW Cricket Club 
(founded 1878) in uninterrupted life among OW sporting 
associations. 
  The dinner was presided over by the Chairman, Jack 
Furtado (1951-56) who ensured an excellent evening. 
Graham Clark (1952-59), the Club's Archivist, provided a 
brief and interesting account of the Veterans’ history. 
Graham's knowledge and enthusiasm over some 55 years of 
membership is unrivalled: he served as Secretary for twelve 
years and subsequently was Chairman. Graham's generosity to 
the Club over the years was further enhanced at the dinner by 
his presentation of a Chairman's Badge hanging from a blue 
ribbon. The 6 cm diameter hall-marked badge bears the 
WVRC logo on one side and is appropriately and beautifully  

engraved on the obverse by Royal Warrant Holders, Thomas 
Fattorini. In future the Chairman at formal events will wear 
this splendid badge. 
  Jack Furtado thanked several officers of the Club for their 
hard work and dedication, notably Simon Lacey (1979-87) 
handing over the Secretary's job after five successful years to 
Mark Collins (1979-86), Bruce Barry (1976-84), former 
Treasurer, who has passed that position to Rob Beere (2000-
05) and Guy Hart (2000-07), the Club's international shot, 
who will, in future, take on much of Graham Clark's Bisley 
full-bore organisation. 
  The dinner indicates a thriving outfit with strong participation 
from all ages, including the newest recruit to the committee 
Henry Parritt (2009-16). May future ‘OW News’ reflect 
continued success as we move through its second century. 
 

Thanks for this report go to Alan Hunter (1952-59) -  
a longer version appeared in the WA Newsletter for 
November/December 2016

. 
 

 
 

Upper Fifth 1952-53  
The most constant of regular reunions convened again in 2016 
with nine members attending, namely Brian Halfacre, Peter 
Warren, John Sutcliffe, Ian Brown, David Brewster, John  
Trott, John Webb, Kenneth Rokison & John Hamilton. As 
in many previous years they assembled at Peter Warren's house 
and were photographed in front of a painting, a water colour of  

 

Ireland, by Dr Robert Jones - Whitgift master and consummate 
amateur artist, whose work was often hung in the Summer 
Exhibitions of the Royal Academy.   
 

Dr Peter Warren CBE (1947-56) per pro Superior Quinti 
1952-53 writes:  
"We received with pleasure the traditional annual news and 
greetings from our absent 12 extant members and reminisced 
briefly. But we have never been given to mere nostalgia, and 
on this occasion less so than ever. With two professional 
lawyers at hand and, dare I say, at least one or two would-be 
lawyers, conversation inevitably turned speedily to Brexit, 
Trump and the Rule of Law in a modern democracy. One 
sensed a feeling that, in the quite outrageous, even insane, 
atmosphere of today, we rightly feared that, after nigh on 80 
years of collective personal good fortune - on several occasions 
we have claimed the privilege of having lived through a golden 
age, our good luck may now be turning. 
  But we stand stalwartly unfazed. We shall all be endeavouring 
to meet again in autumn 2017 to celebrate our 65th 
Anniversary and, indeed, for some of us, the 70th anniversary 
of when we first met as Whitgift Pupils. Happy Days!" 
 

May they long flourish! Ed. 
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1996 Leavers   
 

45 OWs from the class of 1996 met at School at the end of 
summer for a 20-year reunion. The group assembled on the 
Terrace and posed for a photo by the Boarding House before 
heading up to the Old Library for an informal buffet dinner 
where all were able to mingle and catch up at their leisure. 
After a delicious meal, delivered by the School's caterers, the 
group travelled up to Whitgift Sports Club to continue their 
reminiscing in the bar. 

  Thanks go to Stephen Deadmon (1988-96 and School 
Captain), Dominic Edwards (1988-96) and now a member of 
Staff at the School, and Andreas Dracoulis (1991-96) for their 
organisation of a splendid event. One OW commented, "Apart 
from being horrified at how poor my memory is... it was a 
brilliant evening - really enjoyed meeting up again with so 
many people after all these years. Thanks for the opportunity 
to come back to the School."

 
 

 
 

Picture caption (left to right):- Peter Pringle (good friend of OWs), 
Peter Hieatt, Ed Andrews, Keith Towers, Peter Gale, Sean O'Farrell, 
Peter Chesterton, Jim Mon, Adrian Figgess, Dale Mockford, Gordon 
Scott. 
 

1970 "Mockford" Reunion 
What started as a lunchtime meeting a few years ago between 
Peter Chesterton, Keith Towers and Dale Mockford (all 
1962-70), has become a twice yearly reunion. On 11 July, the 
latest get-together had grown to 11 old friends & classmates 
(Rowley Waters gave his apologies because he was spending 
the day with his mother who was celebrating her 100th 
birthday!). A great time was had with much banter and 
reminiscing. 
  The winter reunion took place again at the Skimmington 
Castle in Reigate, despite Dale's concern that the growing 
popularity of the event might demand a larger venue. New 
faces at the winter reunion were Howard Morton and Leon 
Sacks, the latter on leave from his retirement home in Miami 
(he offered to host a future reunion at his place).  
 

 
 

Dale writes that anyone who left the School around 1970 
would be most welcome and actively encouraged to come 
along. Those interested should contact him on 07718 904223. 
 

Bath Cup Reunion 
The Bath Cup, the oldest and most prestigious swimming 
competition for public schools, was first won by Whitgift in 
1924 and 1925 and then again in 1966 and 1967. To celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of the 1966 win, the Captain, John 
Nalson (1958-66) assembled the members of that winning 
squad. Professor William Clark (1958-67), the 1967 Captain, 
came over specially, from the USA. The School won again, in 
2013 and 2014 and set a competition record. In 2016, Whitgift 
was placed fourth. As has been noted in an earlier edition of 
OW News, the victories in 1924 and 1925 were particularly 
remarkable given that the School had no swimming pool (there 
were questions raised by some schools, notably Harrow, that 
the use by Whitgift of the new-fangled crawl stroke was 
unethical). 
 

 
 

Boys: Tanglin Ireland, Finn Slattery, Will Ward, Charlie Goriup, 
Luke Stacy  OWs Tony Harrison, William Clark, Bob Campion, John 
Nalson (C), Robin Snell, Dale Mockford 
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OW Cocktail Party with  
Insanity Parties 
 

Friday 26 August 2016 saw a new era of event at the Whitgift 
Sports Club with a marquee cocktail evening hosted by  
Insanity Parties. Insanity Parties is run by two OWs, Raj Sukul 
(2006-14) and Dom Clark (2006-14), who decided to bring an 
event to the clubhouse, with encouragement from Nick Somers 
(1984-89), to bring OWs and their friends together for an 
evening filled with Fun, Music and Cocktails. 
  Guests were greeted with a red carpet leading up to the 
cocktail lounge - a space to get a cocktail from the marquee's 
own bar, and relax on some sofas whilst enjoying the 
background music. The Insanity Parties catering team then 
served up a BBQ including gourmet burgers and hot dogs. As 
the evening went on and people had a chance to try more of the 
cocktails on offer, the dance floor filled up (many thanks to the 
Insanity Parties DJ). 
  The evening was a great success with everyone present 
having a great time! It is hoped that more such Insanity Parties 
will take place at the club. 
  Co- Founder, Dom Clark has suggested that those having a 
party and requiring event services should contact Insanity at 
events@insanityparties.com or telephone 020 3637 5747. 
  
OWs should remember that reunions are always worthwhile. 
The WA will always be happy to help with contact addresses. 
 

 
 

Remembering 1916 Exhibition 
Much has been said and written about the exceptional 
Remembering 1916 Exhibition. It is a great tribute to its 
outstanding quality that comments have been made in the press  
and on television that compare it very favourably with 
exhibitions staged at major national and international  

 
 
museums. As part of the OW involvement with the exhibition, 
a group of some 35 OWs visited the "Trenches Classroom", a 
former squash court adorned with posters and artefacts from 
the First World War. 
  The assembled company enjoyed a presentation about 
aviation in the First World War given by Squadron Leader 
David Linney, AFC (1959-66). David joined the RAF in 1967 
and was a Harrier pilot. Since retiring, he has flown Hunters, 
Canberras, Hawks and Falcons and displays his replica SE5A 
(a First World War fighter) with a group known as The Great 
War Display Team (www.greatwardisplayteam.com). David 
gave a fascinating insight into the life of WWI pilots, who were 
often young, under-trained, subject to extreme cold and 
terrifying circumstances. 
  After the talk, the group went on to the Exhibition, described 
by The Sunday Telegraph as "a fascinating... extraordinary 
exhibition". It did not disappoint. All were moved by the 
poignancy of the stories behind the displays and the museum-
quality of the experience. 
 

Remembrance 2016  
A substantial number of OWs attended the School's 
Remembrance Service on Friday 11th November. Lord Tope, 
as President of the WA on behalf of all OWs, laid a wreath at 
the War Memorial alongside wreaths from pupils and staff. 
  The occasion was, as always, a moving and a fitting tribute to 
the numerous OWs who have sacrificed their lives in combat. 
Whitgift and the First World War - a hundred years on. 
 
Whitgift and WW1 – a hundred 
years on 
In the year to the end of March 1917, over sixty OWs were 
killed. Thus, after some two and a half years of war 
approximately 120 OWs had fallen. This was the year of the 
Somme offensive and not surprisingly the preponderance of 
those who died fell in that theatre although there were still 
those who died in Mesopotamia and also in Gaza, Egypt, Iraq, 
Greece, India and East Africa.  
  There were pilots also, including Lionel Morris, the first 
victim of the Red Baron, and the death during the Battle of 
Jutland of Ernest Behm reminds us of the devastating loss of 
life when a great ship is sunk: his ship, HMS Queen Mary, lost 
all but nine of her crew of 1273. On 1 July 1916, the first day 
of the Somme offensive, no fewer than eight OWs lost their 
lives and 2nd Lt Hallam Pegg died within days of wounds 
suffered on that terrible day. To put the magnitude of that loss 
in context, Dulwich College, at that time a school with at least 
twice the number of pupils of Whitgift, lost seven old boys on 
that day. 
  In a number of cases, academic, professional or sporting 
achievements are mentioned in the list below: this is not to 
diminish others but is there to indicate the huge loss of talent 
among these young men. 
 
Those who died in the year to 31 March 1917  
were as follows: 
 

John Rodway Adams, RNVR - Killed in anti-submarine work 1916 
aged 37 
Captain L de B Atkinson , Royal Sussex Regiment - killed on the 
Somme 17 July 1916 aged 36 - mentioned in General Haig's 
despatches 
Private W A Barrie, London Scottish - killed on the Somme 6 
September 1916 aged 19 
Private S D Base, KRRC - killed at Schwaben Redoubt, Somme on 21 
October 1916 aged 34 
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AB E J A Behm, RNVR - killed at Jutland 31 May 1916 aged 29. He 
was on board HMS Queen Mary as an interpreter, being fluent in 
Russian, Swedish, French and German, and gunnery rating. Of the 
crew of 1273 officers and men only 9 survived. 
2nd Lt F Benton, KRRC - killed at Delville Wood, Somme 15 
September 1916. Kent, Eastern Counties and Surrey rugby player 
2nd Lt A L Berry RFA - killed 1916 aged 36 
Lt C N Bond, Lincolnshire Regiment - killed leading a night patrol at 
Gommecourt, Somme 28 June 1916 aged 22. Described by his 
Brigadier as "a magnificent soldier" 
2nd Lt D W Borthwick, Queen's attached MGC - killed at Lake 
Doiran on the border of Greece and Macedonia 27 December 1916 
aged 18 
Rifleman R E Borkett, Queen's Westminster Rifles - killed in France 
18 October 1916 aged 42 
Lt P B Brodie, Queen's attached Imperial Camel Corps - accidentally 
killed in Egypt 12 August 1916 aged 35. Surrey county rugby player; 
son of former Headmaster Robert Brodie 
2nd Lt F A Carey, Royal Fusiliers - killed at Flers, Somme on 15 
September 1916 aged 20 
Private C H Carpenter, HAC - killed at Beaucourt, Somme on 14 
November 1916 aged 23 
Private C J Carrack, Royal Fusiliers - killed at Boom Ravine, 
Miraumont, Somme on 17 February 1917 aged 22. Exhibitioner of 
Magdalene College Cambridge 
Private L B Claridge, London Regiment - died of wounds at Doullens, 
Somme 31 May 1916. Returned from Chile to join up in 1914 and was 
awaiting a commission 
2nd Lt F B Coldwells, Devonshire Regiment - Killed at Orvilliers, 
Somme 1 July 1916 aged 24. Scholar of Wadham College, Oxford 1st 
class degree in classics. The third Coldwells brother to be killed in the 
War 
2nd Lt N G Compton, Worcester Regiment - killed during an attack 
on a Turkish trench at Beit Aiessa, Iraq 20 April 1916. Dental student 
at Middlesex Hospital 
Private E R Cooke, HAC - killed in France 31 March 1917 aged 38 
Lt C E N Cooper, Lincolnshire Regiment attached RFC - killed on the 
Somme 16 September 1916 aged 25 
Sergeant H C Cordrey, Royal Fusiliers - killed on the Somme 15 July 
1916 aged 22 
2nd Lt G H Corke, Northumberland Fusiliers - killed on the Somme 
17 September 1916. Scholar of Downing College, Cambridge; rugby 
for Surrey and Cambridge University 
Trooper H H Cowlin, South African Horse - died of dysentery in 
German East Africa 2 June 1916 aged 26. He was a metallurgical 
engineer and Bessemer Medallist of the School of Mines in 1910 
Cpl H Cowlin, London Rifle Brigade - killed 1 July 1916 when he fell 
on a grenade to save his comrades. Recommended for the VC but his 
act of selflessness was unwitnessed by an officer 
Cpl L David, Royal Engineers - died in France of pneumonia 2 
October 1916. Open scholar of London University and specialised in 
the use of gas 
Private P H Ellis, Royal Fusiliers - killed at Pozieres, Somme 15 July 
1916 
Captain D J H Ely, Durham Light Infantry - killed at Shelter Wood, 
Somme 1 July 1916 aged 20. Due to go to Cambridge 
Private F E H Ewald, RAMC - died of wounds 26 January 1917 
2nd Lt C Frisch, Ghurkas - killed in Mesopotamia April 1916 aged 30 
2nd Lt L F Grigg, East Surrey Regiment - killed at Delville Wood, 
Somme 28 July 1916 aged 21 
Lt L E Holyman, East Kent Regiment - killed Diahla, Mesopotamia 9 
March 1917 aged 24 
2nd Lt G McG Hughes, Royal Berkshire Regiment - killed on the 
Somme 8 August 1916 aged 22 
Capt F R Ingrams MC, East Surrey Regiment - killed at Delville 
Wood, Somme 3 September 1916 aged 19. Awarded the MC and 
mentioned in General Haig's despatches 
Lt H S Jackson, King's Own Yorkshire Light Infantry - killed on the 
Somme 1 July 1916 aged 20. A student at The London Hospital 
Private E W H Knell, London Regiment - died of wounds received at 
Eaucourt l'Abbaye, Somme 14 October 1916 aged 22 
2nd LT C J Lainé, Somerset Light Infantry - killed at Fricourt, Somme 
30 July 1916 aged 40 

 

 
Private J H Lander, Artists' Rifles - died of fever 20 March 1917 aged 
38 
Cpl T C V Lewis, Queen's Royal West Surrey Regiment - died in 
Egypt as a result of wounds sustained in Gallipoli 24 December 1916 
aged 21 
2nd Lt E W Lindley, Manchester Regiment attached RFC - died in 
German hospital following accident during observation flight over 
enemy lines 18 February 1917 aged 20 
2nd Lt R Madder, Gloucestershire Regiment - killed by shell fire on 
the Somme 20 July 1916 aged 28 
Lt C L Mainwaring, Royal Garrison Artillery - died of pneumonia 17 
February 1917 aged 31. Member of staff 1910-17. Scholar of Corpus 
Christi College Cambridge. 
Lt S C J Martin, Hampshire Regiment - killed by a rifle grenade on 
the Somme 25 July 1916 aged 32 
2nd Lt W P Martin, Duke of Cornwall's Light Infantry - killed at 
Bernalay Wood, Somme 23 August 1916 aged 26  
Captain E H Mitchell MC, Royal Flying Corps - died of wounds 
sustained on the Somme 1916 
Private W L Moojen, Royal Fusiliers - killed between Petit 
Miraumont and Courcelette, Somme 17 February 1917, aged 22 
2nd Lt L B F Morris, Royal Flying Corps - died of wounds in Cambrai 
on 17 September 1916 after being shot down over the Western Front 
aged 19. He was the first victim of Baron von Richthofen "the Red 
Baron". 
Gunner R W Natusch, Royal Field Artillery - died as a prisoner of war 
in Turkish hands between March and April 1917 
2nd Lt H W Pegg, East Surrey Regiment - died 3 July 1916 of wounds 
sustained on the Somme 1 July  
2nd Lt K G Perry, Royal Sussex Regiment - wounded on the Somme 
30 October 1916 and died 1 November  
Lt E J Porter, London Regiment - died of wounds 22 September 1916 
as a prisoner of war having been captured on the Somme. Cambridge 
graduate and member of staff 1914-15 
Cpl W R Porter, East Surrey Regiment - killed at Thiepval, Somme 30 
September 1916 aged 18 
Rifleman D Poulter, City of London Regiment - killed at Delville 
Wood, Somme 1 July 1916 aged 23 
2nd Lt J A J Reid, HAC - died of wounds received at the Schwaben 
Redoubt, Somme 16 October 1916 aged 34 
2nd Lt H Sawyer, Suffolk Regiment - killed 12 October 1916 aged 27 
Lt Col W Selby DSO, Indian Medical Staff - Hon Surgeon to the 
Viceroy of India died in Lucknow September 1916 aged 47. He was 
recommended for a VC for his gallantry in the Dargai Campaign of 
1897-8 
Private E S Shaw, London Scottish - killed on the Somme 1 July 1916 
2nd Lt G B Simmonds, Machine Gun Corps - accidentally killed in 
Amiens 29 December 1916 aged 29. He was a well-known hockey 
player for Kent, Surrey, Hampshire and South of England and was 
selected for an England tour of New Zealand. 
Captain R W Spicer, Queen's Royal West Surrey Regiment - killed in 
Gaza 26 March 1917 aged 22 
2nd Lt D A Stewart, DCM, Cross of St George (Russia), MiD, 
Cheshire Regiment - killed at La Boiselle, Somme 7 July 1916 aged 
27. He was a well-known rugby player for OWRUFC and Surrey. 
Private L E O Thomas, Civil Service Rifles - killed on the Somme 7 
October 1916 aged 22 
Captain E S Underhill, Loyal North Lancashire Regiment - killed at 
Stuff Redoubt, Somme 12 October 1916 aged 21 
Lt W K Vorley, Royal Field Artillery - served on the Somme and died 
after surgery in London 28 November 1916 aged 21 
Rifleman C D Waller, Queen's Westminster Rifles - missing and 
subsequently declared dead at Gommecourt, Somme 1 July 1916 aged 
23. He was awaiting a commission. 
2nd Lt A Warner, London Rifle Brigade - killed at Gommecourt, 
Somme 1 July 1916 aged 32. He was captain of boats at Queens' 
College, Cambridge. His brother E Warner was killed in Dec 1914. 
L Cpl E K Warrens, Middlesex Regiment - died on 6 July 1916 at 
Beaumont Hamel, Somme aged 18 
Private W S Wilson, Royal Fusiliers - killed on the Somme 9 October 
1916 aged 20 
L Cpl S H Withall, London Rifle Brigade - missing subsequently 
declared dead on the Somme 8 October 1916 aged 21 
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O W s  I N  T H E  N E W S  

 

 
 

Ollie Stoten (2000-08)  
As reported in the previous edition of OW News, Ollie was 
part of a six-man team of British Army Reserves that set out in 
November 2016 to ski unsupported to the geographic South 
Pole. The team were dropped by ski plane on the coastline of 
Antarctica and then skied 800 miles over treacherous terrain in 
temperatures that reached -50ºC  each dragging a toboggan, or 
"pulk", weighing some 160 kg. On Christmas Day, they 
reached the South Pole unsupported - only six people had done 
this before. At the age of 26, Ollie is the youngest person to 
reach the South Pole. 
  There were many hardships along the way - frostbite, hunger, 
low oxygen levels and numerous injuries, aches and pains. Due 
to muscle mass loss, one member of the expedition, following a 
medical examination at the Pole, was advised to abandon the 
rest of the challenge. Even after reaching the Pole, the team 
had 400 miles to traverse across the Ross ice-shelf before their 
final pick-up point. 
  Ollie completed his medical degree last year and accordingly, 
with the two other medics in the team, carried out important 
research into how extreme hardships affect the body's 
metabolism and genetics and how best to sustain a human body 
under such conditions. 
  The congratulations of all OWs go to Ollie for his remarkable 
achievement. In a previous edition of ‘OW News’, comment 
was made about the work of Arthur Hinks, CBE, FRS (1883-
92) adviser to Roald Amundsen, who led the first expedition to 
reach the South Pole in 1912, on how to establish the precise 
location of the Pole: it is unlikely that Ollie knew of this, 
admittedly obscure, OW link to his journey.   
 
Professor William Clark (1958-67)  

William Clark, Professor 
Emeritus in the Department of 
Materials Science and 
Engineering at Ohio State 
University (and the son of A R 
Clark (1927-35) President of 
the WA in 1970), appeared in 
the news in most regrettable 
circumstances. William was 
injured when he was run over 

by an attacker in an incident on the campus of the university. 
Happily he was not seriously injured and was subsequently 
interviewed on numerous news channels where he much praise 
for his phlegmatic and rational response. Given the frightening 
sequence of events, William brought what US commentators 
saw as a typically British sense of calm understatement. At a 

press conference he said "We're still a great university, we still 
beat Michigan" in the inter college football game. 
 
Seb Adeniran-Olule (2006-12) 
The tragic death in a 
motor accident of 
Sebastian Adiniren-Olule 
at the age of only 20 was 
reported in the previous 
edition of ‘OW News’. 
His death has been 
recognised at Harlequins 
where the match against 
Leicester Tigers on 24 
February 2017 was 
dedicated to his memory. 
  Seb was described as 
"one of the club's most 
promising youngsters" 
and had recently made 
his senior debut for Harlequins, having represented England at 
Under-20 level. The fixture on 24 February is intended to be 
the first of an annual memorial match in "celebration" his life. 
"Seb meant so much to everyone at Harlequins during his time 
here," Harlequins Global Development and Academy Director, 
Tony Diprose, said. "As a club, we wanted to remember and 
celebrate his all too short life. There is no better way to do so 
than with a match dedicated to his memory, the first in what 
will be an annual occasion. Supported by Whitgift School, 
Wellington College, Richmond FC and the RFU, we hope that 
the evening is a fitting tribute and raises lots of money for the 
Seb Adeniran-Olule Charitable Fund." The Fund was set up to 
"support those who would not normally be able to afford the 
academic and sporting opportunities he enjoyed", a statement 
read. It continued: "It's the Fund's mission to help young men 
realise their full potential in the same way that Seb was able to 
do during his all-too-short life". In the match, which was won 
by Leicester Tigers, Whitgiftian interests were served by 
Marland Yarde (2008-10), George Merrick (2009-11) and 
Stan South (2012-14) for Harlequins and Adam Thompstone 
(1999-2006) for Leicester Tigers. 
 

Benjamin Coyle-Larner 
(2006-09)  
Better known by his stage name 
Loyle Carner, Ben has 
established himself as a hip-hop 
artist whose work has been 
described by NME as "sensitive 
and eloquent" and by The 
Guardian as "confessional hip-

hop". His debut album Yesterday's Gone was released on 20 
January 2017.  
 
Bob Stanley (1976-83) & Pete Wiggs (1976-84) 
For those that follow the fortunes of "indie dance" band St 
Etienne (featuring OWs Bob Stanley and Pete Wiggs) there 
was good news at the end of March 2017 as the band 
announced a US tour in September-October 2017. There will 
be shows in Boston, New York, Brooklyn, Washington DC, 
Chicago, Seattle, San Francisco, Pomona and Los Angeles. 
This will link in with their new album Home Counties which 
will be released in June. 
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Harry Williams (2002-10) 
Harry’s burgeoning rugby career, 
which has been acknowledged by 
his selection for the summer 2017 
England tour to Argentina, was 
also recognised by a half-page 
article in The Sunday Times of 11 
September 2016. The Exeter 
player was described by the rugby 
correspondent Stephen Jones as "a 
fiercely committed giant of a prop 

with a soft spot for Mary Berry" - the article, topped with a 
photograph of Harry complete with shoulder length hair and 
colourful tattoos, was headed "Exeter's Hairy Baker" and 
included not just a summary of his playing career so far but 
also of his devotion to The Great British Bake Off on which he 
writes a Twitter commentary. Jones talked of "a hirsute 
powerhouse of more than 21 stone, a man whose passage from 
the dressing room to the field can make it feel as if the sun has 
suddenly set". In this most complimentary piece, Jones 
suddenly let himself down with the most egregious of factual 
errors - "He reached the margins of the Wasps Academy, and 
after Dulwich College and Loughborough University, he had 
spells with Nottingham, Cinderford and then Jersey, in the 
Championship, the second flight". A letter from your Editor 
pointing out that Harry Williams was a member of the 
excellent Whitgift side that won the Daily Mail Cup in 2010 
received no response! 
 

Alex Dawson (1996-2004) 
After the Referendum decision and with a change of Prime 
Minister, Alex has continued in his position as a Special 
Adviser to Rt Hon Teresa May. Alex is Political Director, one 
of seven Special Advisers within the Political Team at 10 
Downing Street. 
 

Geoff Austin (1958-66)  
Geoff  (pictured below with Deputy Mayor, Rowena Bass - 
Old Palace Alumna) was elected Mayor of the London 
Borough of Kingston-upon-Thames for the year 2016-17.  
  Among Geoff's many engagements was a visit to Kingston 
Fire Station where he was surprised to be greeted by Justin 
Coo (1982-87), the Station Manager. Geoff also invited a 
group of fellow OWs (the Hobos) to join him for drinks in the 
Mayor's Parlour - the Hobos are OWs who all played for the 
OWRFC many years ago and who have been meeting a couple 
of times a year for forty years. David Stranack (1949-55), one 
of the Hobos present at this event said that some thirty OWs 
enjoyed the Mayor's hospitality and listened to an entertaining 
talk from the Town Sergeant on aspects of Kingston's history. 
Not surprisingly the evening ended with "a pleasantly social 
supper" in a nearby restaurant. 

 
 

 
 
Bruce Elliott (1960-65) 
Bruce received considerable attention in the national press as 
Sutton United FC, where he is President and Chairman, had a 
remarkable run in the 2016-17 FA Cup.    
  Sutton United was languishing at the foot of the National 
League, one step below the bottom rung of the Football 
League, when the Cup adventure began. Fixtures against Forest 
Green Rovers and Dartford were won before the first League 
team, Cheltenham, were met and beaten. This took Sutton into 
the 3rd round of the Cup for the first time in over twenty years. 
Wins followed in the 3rd round against AFC Wimbledon and, a 
major upset, in the 4th round against Leeds United. As a result, 
Sutton became only the ninth non-league team to reach the fifth 
round of the Cup since 1945. The miracle of a place in the sixth 
round (last eight) failed to occur as Sutton lost to Arsenal by 
the respectable margin of 2-0. The "romance" of the Cup 
proved still to have some life, although the suggested uses for 
the financial windfall from the Cup run (including repairing the 
leaking roof of the stand, the bar and the electricity cupboard) 
demonstrated that, away from the stratospheric wealth of the 
Premier Division, football is a business that requires the 
pragmatic approach of an accountant like Bruce Elliott rather 
than dramatic decision making.  
  
Alastair Lyons, CBE (1967-70) 
The recent announcement 
that he will step down as 
Chairman of Admiral 
Group after sixteen years 
serves as a reminder of his 
remarkable career. After 
Whitgift and Cambridge, 
Alastair trained as a 
chartered accountant at 
Price Waterhouse before a 
move into commerce with 
H P Bulmer, followed by 
spells at Asda, National & 
Provincial Building Society, Abbey and NPI where he was 
Chief Executive. Alastair was a non-executive director of the 
Department for Work and Pensions between 1996 and 2002 for 
which he was appointed CBE.  
  Since leaving NPI in 1999 he has concentrated on a portfolio 
of non-executive roles including the Department of Transport, 
Phoenix Group, Serco Group (Chairman), Towergate Insurance 
(Chairman), Bovis Homes (Deputy Chairman) and Admiral.  
  In his period as Chairman, Admiral has developed from 
modest beginnings to being a FTSE 100 listed company with a 
powerful position in the UK market for domestic and motor 
insurance and a market capitalisation of over £5.5bn. 
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H O N O U R S ,  A W A R D S  A N D  

A P P O I N T M E N T S  
 
Sir Keith Lindblom QC (1966-74), on appointment as a judge 
of the appeal court and David Freud, Lord Freud of Eastry 
(1961-68), as Minister of State for Welfare Reform, have both 
become members of the Privy Council with the style of Right 
Honourable. Lord Freud stepped down from his Government 
role in December 2016. 
 

 
Netherlands birthday honours - April 2016: Ridder in de Orde 
van Oranje-Nassau - Antony Owers (1961-69) - seated third 
from the right front row in the photograph above - for his 
"continuing support and work, especially as treasurer, of many 
social organisations". Tony has lived in Curaçao since 1984. 
From 1997-2013 he was the UK's Honorary Consul to the 
Dutch Caribbean islands. 
 
New Year's Honours List 2017: BEM - William Gerlach 
(1943-50), Member UK Volunteer Reading Scheme, Shawley 
Primary School and The Beacon School, Surrey. 

 
 

Professor Andrew Chesher, 
FBA (1960-67), William Stanley 
Jevons Professor of Economics 
and Economic Measurement at 
University College London was 
elected President of the Royal 
Economic Society for 2016-17. 
 
Neil Gaiman (1974-77) has been 
awarded the honorary degree of 

Doctor of Letters (DLitt) by the University of St Andrews. In 
2016, together with a number of well-known actors, Neil 
appeared in the UNHCR documentary film ‘What They Took 
with Them’ which focuses on the plight of global refugees. In 
February 2017, Neil was appointed a Goodwill Ambassador for 
UNHCR, the United Nations Refugee Agency. 
 
General Sir Peter Wall GCB, CBE (1965-73) has been 
appointed a Deputy Lieutenant for the County of Somerset. 
 
 

After a short period as High 
Commissioner to the Solomon 
Islands and, non-resident, to Nauru 
and Vanuatu, Chris Trott (1976-84) 
has been appointed UK Special 
Representative for Sudan and South 
Sudan.  
  In his new position Chris supports 
international efforts to secure a 
durable and peaceful resolution to conflict between Sudan and  

 
South Sudan, as well as ending internal conflicts and 
encouraging sustainable development throughout both 
countries. He is head of the joint FCO/DFID Sudan Unit and 
with the African Union and the United Nations, who jointly 
lead the international community's efforts with both countries. 
 
Andrew Whittaker (1986-94) has been appointed HM Consul 
General in San Francisco.  
  Prior to his role as Consul General, Andrew spent three years 
as Deputy Director at CERT-UK - the UK's national cyber 
security team - focusing on supporting and developing 
engagement on cyber security issues between government and 
industry, and with international 
partners. Before this Andrew 
was Deputy Head of the Crisis 
Management Department in the 
Foreign Office, handling the UK 
response to incidents ranging 
from conflict in the Middle East, 
the sinking of the Costa 
Concordia, and hostage taking in 
Algeria. Andrew's Foreign 
Office career, which began in 
1998, has also included postings 
in Madrid, Jerusalem and Basra. 
 
Iain Cocks (1995-2003) has been appointed HM Deputy 
Ambassador to Mongolia and is accordingly now based in the 
capital Ulaanbaatar. He spent some time in London following 
completion of his previous overseas posting in the British 
Embassy in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 
 
Sir Jeremy Cooke (1959-65) 
retired from the High Court 
with effect from May 2016. 
Following his retirement from 
the High Court Bench, he has 
returned to chambers at 7 
King's Bench Walk as a full 
time arbitrator and mediator. 
Prior to his appointment in 
2001 as a High Court Judge in 
the Queen's Bench Division, 
assigned to the Commercial 
Court, Jeremy was in practice as a barrister and QC at those 
chambers from 1977.  
  At the bar Jeremy specialised in all areas of commercial law, 
largely in the areas of shipping, insurance (marine and non-
marine), reinsurance, professional negligence, banking, 
international sale of goods and energy (oil, gas and electricity 
disputes).  As a judge he delivered a wide range of judgments 
in the Commercial Court.  The records show that his tenure on 
the Bench was distinguished by the fact that, compared with 
his fellow judges, his judgments were more often upheld by the 
Court of Appeal and ultimately also in the Supreme Court than 
any other judge. He was renowned for the speed in which he 
produced his judgments, for his informal and down to earth 
approach, and for the firm but fair and polite efficiency with 
which he conducted trials.  He notably presided over the 
criminal court trial of the first trader to be convicted for 
attempting to fix LIBOR. 
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Julian Heslop (1964-72), is a member of the Council of the 
Finance Committee and Chairman of the Audit Committee of 
The Royal Academy of Arts. 
 

Ben Barnett (1991-97) has been Chief Executive of the 
fashion company Phase Eight for some three years and in April 
2016 additionally became Chairman of Whistles, another 
leading fashion company. His brother Nathaniel (1994-2002) 
is a director of Select Racing Bloodstock, which he founded in 
2013 and which specialises in finding top-class horses for 
National Hunt racing. 
 

Rob Moffat (1988-96) has recently become a partner in 
Balderton Capital, a leading global venture capital firm. He is 
currently on the board of six companies in which the firm has 
invested. Prior to working at Balderton, Rob was a strategy 
manager for Google. He graduated from Cambridge with a first 
class degree in mathematics and a distinction in statistics in 
Part III of the tripos. He also graduated with an MBA from 
INSEAD where he was awarded the Ford Prize for the highest 
GPA of the year.   
 

Nick Edwards (1985-92) is Chief Financial Officer of 
Moorfield Group, a privately owned real estate fund manager. 
Among his many areas of responsibility is as a member of the 
board of Audley Retirement Villages, a major Moorfield 
investment (possibly of interest to older OWs!). Nick is joined 
at Moorfield by Ross Netherway (1997-2004), who is head of 
alternative investment with a current focus on build to rent and 
student accommodation. Ross took his degree in government at 
Harvard. 
 

Tim Johnson (1989-96) has been appointed Strategy Director 
for Cancer Research UK, the World's largest independent 
cancer charity. After taking his first degree in politics, 
philosophy and economics at Jesus College, Oxford, where he 
was awarded his Blue for hockey, Tim took an MSc at the LSE 
in which he was earned a distinction and received the prize for 
the best philosophy dissertation. He has forged a career in 
consulting including periods as corporate strategy director for 
BUPA and as strategy director for Countrywide plc before 
moving to his present job. 
 

Nigel Walder (1989-96) has recently been appointed a 
managing director in the capital markets team at the London  
office of Bain Capital Private Equity. Previously Nigel worked 
at J P Morgan in the UK and Hong Kong. 
 
 

 
Jeremy Stanyard (1965-72) has been appointed Chairman of 
the recently created Nottingham University Sports Board 
which has the goal of building on the major capital investment 
in sports facilities made by the 
university and its principal donors. 
The Board, which is made up of 
alumni who have either excelled at 
sport or are experienced in sports 
administration, has the twin aims 
of helping the university to raise 
the profile of sport at Nottingham 
and to raise a significant sum for 
coaching, bursaries and other 
support for students. Jeremy, who 
was for many years a managing 
partner of the PA Consulting Group, played for Nottingham 
University at cricket and hockey. He subsequently captained 
the OW Cricket Club and played hockey for Hampstead and 
Westminster. He recently stepped down after five years as a 
member of the board of the Nottingham University Innovation 
Board which supports the university in its pursuit of high 
quality commercial spin outs from research. 
 

T H E  S E R V I C E S  
After successful completion of his course at the Royal College 
of Defence Studies, Brigadier Neil Sexton (1978-85) has been 
appointed Head of Engagement and Communications at the 
Ministry of Defence in London. This appointment makes Neil 
second in command of the Army team at the Ministry. 
 
Colonel Peter Stitt (1982-90), Royal Fusiliers, has been 
appointed Commandant of the School of Infantry at Catterick 
Camp with effect from October 2016. One of his duties at the 
beginning of 2017 has been to attend the rigorous selection 
procedures for potential recruits to the Brigade of Gurkhas 
which takes place annually in Pokhara, Nepal. 
 
Brigadier Duncan Francis (1970-77), latterly Military 
Attaché in Nairobi, has now retired from the army and for the 
last year or so been a free-lance mountain instructor. He is 
currently based at Esterre in the Midi-Pyranees region of 
France. In 2006-07 he served a period as a winter climbing 
instructor at the Joint Services Mountain Training Centre in 
Ballachulish, Scotland. 
 
 

 

P U B L I C A T I O N S  W I T H  A   
W H I T G I F T I A N  I N T E R E S T  

 
In his book ‘The New Meritocracy: a History of UK 
Independent Schools 1979-2014’, Mark Peel, a former master 
at Fettes College, narrates the story of how the independent 
schools sector was transformed in a single generation. In 
Britain, independent schools have always attracted 
controversy. Many take issue with the high level of privilege 
they are perceived to enjoy. But in recent years, the sector has 
undergone a revolution, turning outdated institutions with 
sharply varying standards into meritocratic powerhouses. The 
New Meritocracy explores the changes that have taken place in 
this sector, its many considerable strengths and the challenges 
it may face in the future, as the gap between this and the state 
sector continues to grow. This is a fascinating book which 
examines many examples of the challenges which schools like  

 
Whitgift (which is mentioned a number of times) continue to 
face. 

 

In another busy year, Neil Gaiman 
(1974-77) has published two books, 
‘The View from the Cheap Seats’ and 
‘Norse Mythology’. The former, 
described as a cornucopia of playful yet 
erudite essays on a broad range of 
Neil's interests including authors past 
and present; music; storytelling; 
comics; bookshops; travel; fairy tales; 
America; inspiration; libraries; ghosts; 
and the title piece, at turns touching  
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and self-deprecating, which recounts the author's experiences at 
the 2010 Academy Awards in Hollywood. The book is 
described by one critic as "a glimpse into the head and heart of 
one of the most acclaimed, beloved, and influential artists of 
our time". ‘Norse Mythology’, published at the beginning of 
2017, went immediately to the top of The Sunday Times 
hardback bestseller list. In it Neil, in typically deft and witty 
manner, stays true to the myths in envisioning the major Norse 
pantheon: Odin, the highest of the high, wise, daring, and 
cunning; Thor, Odin's son, incredibly strong yet not the wisest 
of gods; and Loki - son of a giant - blood brother to Odin and a 
trickster and unsurpassable manipulator. 
 

As well as his latest stage show 
‘Miracle’, Derren Brown (1981-89) 
has written a well-received book 
‘Happy: Why More of Less 
Everything is Absolutely Fine’. In this 
book, Derren explores changing 
concepts of happiness - from the 
Stoics and Epicureans in classical 
times until today when the self-help 

industry has attempted to claim happiness as its own. He shows 
how many of self-help's suggested routes to happiness and 
success - such as positive thinking, self-belief and setting goals 
- can be disastrous to follow and actually cause anxiety. The 
book described by reviewers as "deeply entertaining" exposes 
flaws in ways of thinking and poses challenging but 
stimulating questions about how we choose to live and the way 
we think about death. The philosopher Alain de Botton 
describes ‘Happy’ as "Deeply informative, moving wise and 
full of love".  
 

Professor Steven Gunn (1971-78) has 
published ‘Henry VII's New Men and 
the Making of Tudor England’, a 
study of the part played in the reign of 
Henry VII by "new men", low-born 
ministers with legal, financial, 
political, and military skills who 
enforced the king's will and in the 
process built their own careers and 
their families' fortunes. Some are well 
known, like Sir Edward Poynings, 
governor of Ireland, or Empson and 
Dudley, executed to buy popularity 

for the young Henry VIII. Others are less famous.    
  This book, based on extensive archival research, presents a 
kaleidoscopic portrait of the new men. It analyses the offices 
and relationships through which they exercised power and the 
ways they gained their wealth and spent it to sustain their new-
found status. It establishes their importance in the operation of 
Henry's government and, as their careers continued under his 
son, in the making of Tudor England.  
  Steven Gunn's earlier work ‘Charles Brandon: Henry VIII's 
Closest Friend’, a study of one of those less famous "new men" 
has also been published in a new edition. 
 
Rt Rev Colin Buchanan (1944-53), former Bishop of Aston 
and of Woolwich, has written ‘Historical Dictionary of 
Anglicanism’, which was published in late 2015. 
 
‘Dead Girls Dancing’, the latest in the Katie Maguire series of 
crime novels by Graham Masterton (1957-62) was published 
in 2016. This is the ninth book featuring the Cork based police 
detective - eight have been published since 2012. 

 
 
The Sunday Times Book Club 
commented as follows on Dead 
Girls Dancing: "Masterton does 
not hold back with visceral 
descriptions of the damage bad 
people can inflict on each other, 
on innocent victims and even on 
animals. But the violence is 
never gratuitous, even as it piles 
pressure on Cork detective Katie 
Maguire to work out who torched a studio, killing an entire 
Irish dance troupe, and how it might be connected to a 
resurgence of crazed political extremism."  
  Graham's website is a mine of information on his writing and 
publicity activities with news of his travels, particularly in 
Eastern Europe, appearances on television shows in Poland and 
Ireland and photographs of the covers of foreign language 
editions of his books. During the year Graham received such 
accolades as being voted Author of the Year by the National 
Horror and Fantasy Club of Bulgaria. 
 
As promised in the last edition of OW News, Mike Upton 
(1953-61) published his thirteenth book in 2016. ‘The Beta 
File’ is a novel set in pharmaceutical industry where an 
unscrupulous company cuts corners to rush a new drug onto the 
market. Book number fourteen, a novel, is expected to appear 
in 2017. 
 

For those who prefer to listen to 
books, The Sunday Times 
recently recommended ‘David 
Copperfield’ read by Martin 
Jarvis, OBE (1953-60). The 
review by Christina Hardyment 
reads as follows: "Martin Jarvis is 
a hugely successful audio-book 
narrator. Besides platoons of P G 
Wodehouse books, Dick Francis 

thrillers and Richmel Crompton's ‘Just William’ tales, he revels 
in the challenge of Charles Dickens's prolifically peopled 
novels. His ‘David Copperfield’ is especially memorable for 
his icily chilly Mr Murdstone, gloriously histrionic Mrs 
Micawber, game old Betsey Trotwood, ever so 'umble Uriah 
Heep, and jolly and resourceful Traddles, all threaded together 
by an initially ingenuous, soon sadder and wiser, David". 
 
A few passing comments on OW books deserve attention: 
 

‘Domestic Animal Behaviour and Welfare’ by Professor 
Donald Broom (1953-61) and A F Fraser, published as long 
ago as September 2007, has received only a single review on 
Amazon. On 15 June 2013, Dr Jeremy Gullan-Whur (1952-
59) wrote: "I found the book extremely interesting but now use 
it as a very convenient reference book. It was very useful to 
help understand the reasons for the behaviour of pets usually 
omitted from pet management books". It is always useful to 
have old school friends with similar interests.     
 
‘Kings and Bishops in Medieval England’ 1066-1216 by 
Roger Wickson (1951-58) was referred to in the previous 
edition of OW News but no comment was made then about 
Roger's reference to the influence on his career as a historian 
and schoolmaster of Ken Bell. Most OWs of the 1950s and 
1960s will remember Ken Bell as much for his fearsome 
approach to coaching junior rugby as for his scholarship: it is 
therefore a delight to read Roger's comment.  
 

The Czech edition of ‘Taken 
for Dead’ by G.Masterton 
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There has been interesting correspondence about Memories of 
Whitgift by Peter Cox (1955-64) - William Dawson (1936-
39) sent a message to Peter "I have just become aware of your 
book from an e-mail from the Old Whitgiftians and have 
ordered a copy. I was at Whitgift 1936-9 when the outbreak of 
war disrupted my education. I gave a copy of my 
autobiography to the School Library about a year ago entitled 
‘A Long Life’. Of course, it has a chapter on my time at 
Whitgift which may be of interest you. I should love to know if 
any of my contemporaries of IV Special of 1939 are still alive.    
  The extracts from your book on line have certainly whetted 
my appetite and I look forward to reading it!  PS: If you have 
any difficulty in accessing the copy of my book in the School 
Library I can send you one. It covers such sad events as the 
suicide of the Headmaster and the Croydon Typhoid Epidemic  

 

 
which took one of my class-mates - also our inspection in the 
OTC Band by Queen Mary!"  
  Peter responded: "How fascinating. I'm sorry I didn't discover 
you when I was researching the book. I must read yours - it's a 
perfect reason to get to the library, which I haven't visited for 
too long. I wonder if the Archivist, Bill Wood, who I'm 
copying on this email, has any idea whether you're the last of 
the IV Specials. You'll discover that the Head's suicide and the 
Queen Mary visit are both recalled by contributors to the book, 
as is the opening of the school at Haling Park. I'm also copying 
Nigel Platts, who keeps tabs on the activities of old boys. He'll 
be pleased to hear of you, I'm sure, as a Whitgiftian well into 
your nineties."  
Peter was quite correct - correspondence from an OW well into 
his nineties is a great delight. Ed. 
 

S P O R T  
 

Pride of place in yet another year of 
success for OW sportsmen must go to 
our 2016 Olympian, Joe Choong 
(2008-13), who achieved a top ten 
place in the Rio Modern Pentathlon. 
There must be high hopes of a medal 
in 2020. 
 

Sam Curry (2005-12) won the first Pentathlon GB National 
Ranking Competition of 2017, dominating the competition 
from the start. Sam, currently studying for his Master's degree 
at King's College, London, was joined by three other OWs in 
the tournament, with Josh Miller (2008-15) and the Choong 
brothers, Henry (2008-15) and Joe. The competition marked 
Joe Choong's return to full training since the Rio Olympics. 
 
Jason Roy (2004-08) has become a 
key member of England's one-day 
cricket side. By early March 2017 he 
had represented England in 38 one 
day and 19 T20 international 
matches. In 2016 Jason made two 
centuries against Sri Lanka, the 
second of them - a career-best 162, 
the second highest ODI score made at the time by an England 
batsman - coming in front of his home crowd at The Oval.  
 

George Mullins (2009-15) started his 
professional golf career with two wins in a 
month on the Jamega Pro Golf Tour. He 
has since wintered in Portugal playing 
successfully on the Algarve Pro Tour and 
looks forward to continued progress in 
2017. 
 

Lawrence Okoye (2003-10) continues his peripatetic tour of 
American football teams. He has been associated with San 
Francisco 49ers, Arizona Cardinals, New York Jets, Dallas 
Cowboys and Chicago Bears before signing on 12 January 
2017 with Miami Dolphins.  
 
Elliot Daly (2006-11) and Marland Yarde (2008-10) have 
both played for England in the last year. Marland scored tries 
against Wales in the Summer Tour warm up game, against 
Australia in Brisbane on the summer 2016 tour and at 
Twickenham in the autumn series. He did not, however, appear 
in the 2017 Six Nations' Championship. Elliott has made 

himself a first choice for England: he has shown versatility and 
has played both as centre and wing (whilst there have also been 
suggestions that he might become an outstanding full back). In 
the Six Nations' Championship, Elliott scored tries against 
Wales and Italy, the first being a late match winning effort, and 
kicked a long-range penalty against France. Elliott's 
outstanding season culminated in selection for the British and 
Irish Lions squad for the summer 2017 tour to New Zealand - 
the first OW to achieve this distinction since Basil Nicholson 
(1923-30) went to South Africa in 1938. 
 
After a somewhat up and down period on loan to Liverpool and 
West Ham, Victor Moses (2004-07) has impressed the new 
Chelsea manager, Antonio Conte and has become a regular 
member of the Chelsea team. Playing as a wing back, Victor 
has received great praise and was voted PFA Fans' Premier 
League Player of the Month for November 2016; he was 
named Man of the Match in Chelsea's games against Hull City 
and Tottenham Hotspur. Victor has played for Nigeria in 
World Cup 2018 qualifying matches and scored two goals 
against Algeria in November 2016. 
 
Bertrand Traoré (2011-13) signed a new 
three-year contract with Chelsea in August 
2016, and joined Ajax on loan for the 2016-
17 season. On 15 September 2016 he 
scored his first goal for Ajax in a Europa 
League group stage tie against 
Panathinaikos. Recently there has been 
press speculation of a return to the Premier League. 
 
The previous edition of ‘OW News’ reported on the 
remarkable presence of five OWs in the GB U21 hockey team 
that took part in the 2015 Sultan of Johor Cup. Of these, Rhys 
Smith (Durham University) (2007-15) and Jack Waller 
(Durham University) (2013-15) continue in the England under 
21 Squad while the other three have moved onwards and 
upwards. Luke Taylor (Loughborough University) (2009-13) 
is now part of the England Senior Squad and has been included 
in the 27 man playing squad selected for the international cycle 
leading up to the 2020 Olympic Games as has Jonty Griffiths 
(Loughborough Students) (2009-13) who won his first full 
international cap in early 2017. After his England 
breakthrough, Jonty has progressed to selection for the Great 
Britain squad selected to take part in the Sultan Azlan Shah 
tournament in Malaysia which is part of preparation for the 
World Championship Qualifying tournament to be held in  
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London in summer 2017. Rob Farrington (2008-12) is now 
playing for Surbiton HC in the National Premier League He 
has over 100 junior international caps, representing England 
and Great Britain at U16, U18, U21 & U23 levels. In January 
2017 he won gold with Surbiton at the England Hockey 
Super6s indoor championships.  
 
 

In the Rugby 
Premiership for 
2015-16 there has 
been OW 
representation as 
follows: London 
Wasps - Elliot 
Daly (2006-11), 
Danny Cipriani (2001-07); Harlequins: Marland Yarde 
(2008-10), Henry Cheeseman (2006-14), George Merrick 
(2009-11), Stan South (2012-14); Exeter Chiefs: Harry 
Williams (2002-10); Sale Sharks: Nev Edwards (1999-2006); 
Saracens: Matt Gallagher (2013-15); Leicester Tigers: Adam 
Thompstone (1999-2006). Jamie Stevenson (2002-10), after a 
season with Wasps, returned to London Scottish in the 
Championship. Also in the Championship, Richmond have 
included in their team Henry Cheeseman and Stan South, 
both on loan from Harlequins. 
 
Richard Thorpe (1998-2003), who retired as a full time player 
at the end of the 2015-16 season, has become player/coach at 
Chinnor, who play in National Division 2 and have had a 
considerable success in his first season of leadership. As an 
indication of the influence of OWs on that league, the match 
between Chinnor and Old Elthamians in March 2017 included 
no fewer than six OWs, Thorpe for Chinnor and Dominic 
Lespierre (1998-2003), Will Robinson (2004-09), Lewis 
Brown (1996-2003), Truman Sullivan (2000-06) and Harry 
Ledger (2004-12) for Old Elthamians.   
 

Alex Hogg (2009-16) of Keble 
College won his Blue as a freshman 
(an unusual achievement when a 
preponderance of players are post 
graduate students) in the losing 
Oxford team at Twickenham in 
December 2016. However, 
Whitgiftian (if not dark blue) hearts 
were lightened by the presence in the 
successful Cambridge team of Simon 
Hugkulstone (2006-12) now a post 

graduate at Wolfson College after being at Edinburgh 
University. 
 
Callum Hudson-Odoi (2012-15) now playing full-time for 
Chelsea FC Academy, took part in the England U17 UEFA 
Championship. 
 
Stefan Amokwondoh (2008-15), a sophomore at Princeton 
University, came second in the triple jump in the Ivy League 
Heptagonal Championship held in February 2017. This major 
indoor event, held this year in New York, is competed among 
the athletics teams of the eight Ivy League universities (Brown, 
Columbia, Cornell, Dartmouth, Harvard, Penn, Princeton, and 
Yale). For the third successive year the winner was 
Princeton.Stefan is probably the first OW to represent 
Princeton but is certainly not the first to be in the track andfield 
team for a major American university - Alan Carr-Locke  
(1966-71) had a successful track career in the 1970s whilst at 

 
 
Boston University. (Quite why an event involving eight teams 
is described as a "Heptagonal Championship" is a mystery to 
your Editor but it probably has a basis in US history.) 
 
Andrew Stracey (1965-72) simply 
will not stop winning golf trophies. In 
April 2016 he won the North of 
Scotland Senior Open. His round of 67 
and a total for two rounds of 141 was 
enough to win by three strokes. 
 
The 2017 Oxford v Cambridge hockey match was a triumph 
for Whitgift as no fewer than three OWs were in the winning 
Oxford side. They were George Oyebode (2008-16) of Exeter 
College, Noah Francis (2008-16) of St John's College and 
Ryan Kavanagh (2007-14) of Worcester College.  
 
David Pearson (2009-15), now of St Hilda's College, made his 
first varsity match appearance against Cambridge in the 
Duathlon competition held in February 2017.  He came second 
overall and was part of the successful Oxford team. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                          Rory Burns with Mike Gatting 
 
 

 

In domestic first class cricket Rory Burns (2001-06) was Vice 
Captain of Surrey and, with 1144 Championship runs, was the 
most prolific run getter for the county in 2016.  
 

Jason Roy (2004-08), was required regularly for England one- 
day matches but, when available for Surrey, also scored 
heavily. Rory and Jason each scored two first class centuries in 
the season. Jason was the highest scorer for Surrey in the 
NatWest T20 Blast.  
 
Dominic Sibley (2007-14) played a number of first class 
matches, had a top score of 99 and topped the batting averages 
for Surrey in the NatWest T 20 Blast.  
 
Laurie Evans (1998-2004) played only three first class 
matches for Warwickshire in 2016 but played a single match 
for Northamptonshire on loan (versus Glamorgan, where he 
scored over 70 in each innings). Laurie had a productive season 
in one day matches for Warwickshire/ Birmingham Bears. In 
the final of the Royal London Cup an outstanding catch by 
Laurie to dismiss Jason Roy was instrumental in ensuring a 
straight-forward victory for Warwickshire. For season 2017, 
Laurie will play for Sussex.  
 
 

Michael Burgess (2004-08) scored 98 for Leicestershire 
against the Sri Lankan touring team.  
 
Matt Laidman (2003-11) made his first-class debut for Oxford 
MCCU against Worcestershire. Freddie van den Bergh 
(2003-10) was in the Surrey squad but did not play first class 
cricket in 2016. Jack Winslade (2006-13) did not play first 
class cricket in 2016 but for both Essex and Sussex 2nd XIs. 
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O W  S P O R T S  C L U B S  
 
 

Rugby 
The OWRFC had a good season in 2016-17 finishing second in 
the extremely competitive Surrey 1 league and therefore 
qualifying for the promotion play off which, unfortunately and 
not for the first time, they failed to win. The principal success of 
the season was, however, victory over Royston to be crowned as 
champions in the London and South East Division of the RFU 
Junior Vase. The semi-final against Spartans, the Champions of 
the South West Division, was lost narrowly after a long trip to 
Gloucester, so sadly there will be no visit to Twickenham. The 
rugby club is still fielding three teams regularly and from time 
to time has included three Blues (two Cambridge, one Oxford) 
in the 1st XV - that is not something that has occurred 
previously in the 116-year history of the club. There are still 
huge numbers of youngsters taking part in junior rugby and they 
achieve remarkable success.  
 

Football and Hockey 
Both football and hockey have had excellent seasons in 2016-
17: the football 1st XI became Champions of their league whilst 
the hockey club celebrated promotion of no fewer than three 
teams (1st, 3rd and 4th) at the end of the season. Next season 
the 1st XI will play in the Surrey/Hampshire Regional 1st 
Division.  
 

Cricket 
In cricket, the 1st XI maintained its place in Division 1 of the 
Surrey Championship, despite a very brittle batting line up: it is 
becoming ever tougher, however, to stay at this very high level 
of competition. The 2nd XI finished mid table, well out of the 
running for promotion, but the 3rd XI were promoted from 
Division 2 as Champions. Junior cricket continues to thrive. 
 

For the Whitgift Mitres, the 2016 Cricketer Cup lasted only a 
single game - we lost comprehensively to Winchester. If only 
we could parade our multitude of county and top quality league 
players (an extremely competitive team could be fielded just 
from the numerous OWs playing in the Surrey Championship 
for clubs other than the OWCC). 
 
Golf 
In the Halford Hewitt competition for 2017, we had a clear win 
against Chigwell (31/2-11/2) but then lost to St Paul's (3-2). A 
good number of OWs, including Jeremy Stanyard, Chairman of 
Royal Cinque Ports Golf Club, the host course, were at Deal to 
support our team in glorious spring weather.  As so often, given 
the talent available to us, it was a disappointing outcome. For 
those whose golf is now played at less exalted levels the OW 
Golf Society continues to be well supported and members enjoy 
well-organised and friendly competition at attractive venues. 
 
Shooting 
In its 120th year, the Whitgift Veterans Rifle Club continues to 
flourish (see the report of the 120th anniversary dinner earlier in 
this edition) and hopes to see positive results from 
refurbishment of the School's indoor range.  
 
Chess 
The 24th annual chess match against the School saw teams of 9 
boards battle it out with the OWs winning by a margin of 7 - 2. 
The OWs retain the Leonard Barden Trophy and now lead the 
series 181/2 to 51/2. 
 
Far more detail of all these activities can be read on a regular 
basis in the bi-monthly WA Newsletter. 

 

M I S C E L L A N E O U S  
 
Among the events of the First World War whose centenary 
occurred in 2016 was the first use in battle of that terrifying 
innovation - the tank. Tanks were first sent into action on 15 
September 1916 and an OW, Herbert Thacker (1908-10) was 
driver of D6, one of the first wave of the tank action at Flers, 
Somme. According to the Commanding Officer of 26 Battalion, 
Royal Fusiliers "This tank was of the greatest material use and 
the party in charge of it distinguished themselves considerably". 
Thacker was shell-shocked when the tank was destroyed but he 
managed to return to the British lines: he was awarded the 
Military Medal for gallantry and shortly afterwards selected for 
officer training. Commissioned in March 1917, he was deployed 
to Egypt but was drowned in the sinking of the troopship 
Arcadian which was torpedoed off Greece in April 1917 - an 
anti-climactic end to the life of a brave man. 

 
From time to time information comes 
to the attention of the Editor which 
throws light on the life of a successful 
OW of whom little or nothing has 
been heard since he left School and 
whose career deserves 
acknowledgement. One such is Rudi 
Plaut, CBE (1942-50), who obtained 
a degree in civil engineering at 

London University before gaining an Engineering Watch 
Keeping Certificate in the Royal Navy. He then became a 

departmental Assistant Manager in a large steel works before 
leaving to start his own company. After some years he sold this 
company and started a new venture in a different field. Today 
this company annually sells its specialist hotel products to 
customers in over 100 countries, based upon its development of 
important features for the convenience and safety of guests. 
Over the years Rudi Plaut's other activities have included 
becoming the Chair of Governors of the University of 
Glamorgan and chairing the Qualifications, Assessment and 
Curriculum Council for Wales. He has also been involved in 
various voluntary roles in the Confederation of British Industry, 
the Scout Movement and other bodies. He was the Founding 
Chair of Techniquest, Britain's oldest hands-on science 
discovery centre. Rudi's particular interest lies in the need for 
the education system to encourage and develop the whole range 
of different abilities in students, including those considered non-
academic, all of which are vitally and equally important for a 
healthy economy and community.  
 

A recent casual viewing of an afternoon television sports 
channel (the compensations of retirement may be few but should 
be grasped with enthusiasm - Ed) revealed that an excellent 
documentary about the history of the Ashes had been produced 
by David Tryhorn (1991-99). David has been involved in 
sports film production for a number of years and has written and 
produced films such as ‘Football's Greatest International Teams: 
Brazil 1982. In 2011’. His film ‘A Fragile Dream’ about the 
favelas of Rio de Janeiro and how football is used as a moral 
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and educational tool for providing stability to the lives of 
hopeful adolescents had an added family dimension as the script 
editor was David's brother Chris Tryhorn (1988-96). Chris 
Tryhorn's most recent work includes joint authorship of ‘A 
Future for Public Service Television’ (2016), the report 
produced by the inquiry chaired by Lord Puttnam. 
 

In the previous edition mention was made 
of research on the world of secret 
intelligence being carried out by Tony 
Percy (1956-65) in support of his doctoral 
thesis. Tony is to be congratulated on the 
successful completion of his thesis on 
which he was examined in mid-2016. 
Thus, at the age of 69, Tony became Dr 
Antony Percy! His thesis is due to be 
published in 2017.  

 
Jim Mackison (1958-65), whose daughter was a classicist at 
the college, pointed out that the New College Record magazine 
for 2014 contained four pages on 'The Raeburn Trilogy' where 
David Raeburn translated and staged, in a well-received 
production, three plays by Euripides (Ion, Electra and Bacchae). 
The website of New College, Oxford still acknowledges the 
significance to its classic teaching of David Raeburn some 
twenty five years after his retirement as Headmaster and as he 
approaches his 90th birthday in May 2017. The "legendary" 
David Raeburn provides in house tuition in Latin and Greek 
language and potential students are told "We cannot guarantee 
that you will have taken part in a Macedonian cavalry charge, 
but you may well have acted in one of the classical dramas 
which David Raeburn regularly stages in the college's cloisters 
in the summer term".  
 
Charles Melbourne (2009-14) received a grant from the Old 
Whitgiftian War Memorial Fund to help fund his overseas 
expedition as part of his study at Oxford University. 
He reported as follows: "I have just returned from my six week 
expedition in the Yucatan Peninsula region of Mexico where I 
worked for a conservation group called Operation Wallacea, 
which has many different expeditions in biodiversity hotspots 
all over the world. 
  The first three weeks were spent in the Calakmul forest bio-
reserve. Here I learnt many skills that were key to recording 
data for the conservation efforts of the reserve. I learnt how to 
identify, mist-net and process many bird and bat species, which 
are good indicators of the health of the forest. I also learnt how 
to track large mammals, recognise, measure and date the tracks 
of large cats and game, such a Jaguar and Tapir. I also 
completed herpetofauna transects, as reptiles and amphibians 
are good indicators of the effects of drought in the area, as well 
as habitat plots, which were essential to assess the health and 
diversity of the trees present and were used to bind all of the 
different data sets together. 
  A typical day would start by completing either a bird, 
mammal, herpetofauna or habitat transect in the morning. After 
lunch, an optional bird and habitat transect was available, and 
after dinner there was either a bat or herpetofauna transect. 
  The data collected will be used to put forward a case to the 
government in appeal against building a super-highway through 
the core region of the bio-reserve, as well as to show the effect      
  The last three weeks were spent in the Akumal nature reserve, 
by the coast, which has struggling populations of green and 
loggerhead turtles, as well as a natural coral reef. The area has 
only been made a nature reserve in the last year, so many 
policies are not being enforced.  In the first week there I learnt  
 

 

to dive with the PADI open-water course, as well as having to 
learn all of the fish, invertebrate, algal and coral species found  
in the area. Once these courses were completed, I was then able 
to get involved in recording scientific data for the last two 
weeks. We did transects on the reef in order to monitor the 
species diversity of the flora and fauna on the reefs, as well as 
monitor the scale of coral bleaching that was occurring. We also 
did turtle transects and sea-grass transects in the bay area, where 
we monitored how the large number of tourists were affecting 
the health and behaviour of the turtles and the sea grass beds 
that they feed on. The data we collected will hopefully be used 
to be put forward to the Mexican government in order to try and 
enforce tighter regulations on the public use of the nature 
reserves so that they actually serve their purpose. 
  The money granted by the Old Whitgiftian War Memorial 
Fund helped pay the internal travel costs, as well as the hiring of 
scuba equipment and PADI open-water course. The trip has 
aided me academically, as it has given me first-hand experience 
of topics I study as part of my Biological Sciences degree, as 
well as giving me an insight into possible future career paths.    
  The expedition was such a rewarding experience, one that I 
will cherish and remember. I was able to meet some amazing, 
like-minded people, gain some useful contacts and experience a 
new side of biology that I had not previously considered." 
 

Michael Hieatt and Peter Skeen 
Fifty years ago, two young men 
took up the reins at the head of 
the School for a successful year 
which included securing the 
Rosslyn Park National Sevens 
Title for the first time, much to 
the delight of coach Gerwyn 
Williams, and also retention of 
the Iniskilling Cup for Modern Tetrathlon. The picture above 
shows that not too much seems to have changed except perhaps 
the colour of the hair! 
 

Hugo Herman-Wilson (2004-12) was a member of the choir of 
King's College, Cambridge that sang an electrifying 
performance of Fauré's Requiem at the Proms in July 2016. This 
was one of Hugo's last for the choir before his move to the 
Royal College of Music in September. His final performances 
with King's College choir were in China where they were 
singing the Brahms' Requiem amongst other works.  
 

The Times obituary of the former England rugby player David 
Perry refers to the perceptiveness of his coach at Clifton, the 
Chaplain to the College in the 1950s and 60s, Rev Peter Brook 
(1918-24). Peter Brook, a Cambridge Blue in the 1920s and 
Whitgift's first England international, predicted that Perry, a 
new boy at Clifton then aged 13, would in due course play for 
England. 
  

For those OWs who have not visited the School for a long time 
it can be quite daunting to return - suffice to say there will be a 
warm welcome. Contact the Whitgiftian Association office at the 
School, visit and be amazed! 
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D E A T H S  
 

We have, with regret, to record the deaths of the following OWs 
reported since the preparation of the previous edition of ‘OW 
News’ 
 

 

ADINIREN-OLULE - On 11 May 2016, Sebastian (2006-12), 
aged 20 
BARRY - On 29 May 2016, Dr Beresford Thomas Kingcome, 
PhD (1941-46), aged 88, father of B T C (1976-84) and A E C 
(1978-86) 
BASSETT - On 3 November 2016, Geoffrey Charles (1945-52), 
aged 81 
BORRIE - On 30 September 2016, Gordon Johnson, QC, 
FRSA, Lord Borrie of Abbots Morton in the County of Hereford 
and Worcester (1946), aged 85 
BRIDGE - On 4 September 2016, Duncan Philip Boulton 
(1968-76), aged 58 
BROWN - On 14 May 2016, Terence Michael (1959-64),  
aged 70 
CARPENTER - On 29 November 2016, Noël Godfrey (1940-
46), aged 88 
COE - On 30 May 2016, Geoffrey Ian (1941-48), aged 84 
CLAPHAM - On 27 August 2016, Dudley James (1930-39), 
aged 95 
CLARK - On 18 December 2016, Group Captain Peter Charles 
(1943-49), aged 83 
COVENTRY - In October 2015, Brian Ernest (1942-45),  
aged 87 
CRANE - On 6 August 2016, Robert James (1946-53), aged 81 
DAVID - On 1 March 2017, John (1948-53), aged 79 
DUKE - On 22 September 2016, Dr Angus James, PhD (1943-
50), aged 83 
DRURY - On 26 September 2016, Derek Hayden (1937-44), 
aged 90 
GNANATHAS - On 22 July 2016, Nishanthan (1995-2002), 
aged 31 
GOODERSON - On 30 December 2016, Colonel Peter Leslie, 
TD, JP, DL (1959-66), aged 69, brother of C S (1962- 69) and 
M S (1962-69), uncle of R J (2000-05)  
 

GOSS - In February 2016, Roger Martin (1946-53), aged 80 
GREGORY - On 12 September 2016, Eric (1938-40),  
aged 89 
 

GULLAN-WHUR - On 26 November 2016, Dr Jeremy Duncan 
(1952-59), aged 75 
 

HUNT - On 21 September 2016, Dr Richard Henry (1953-61), 
aged 73 
 

IRWIN - On 13 June 2016, Michael John (1947-53), Vice 
President of WA and former Governor of the School, aged 79, 
father of R M (1980-87) 
 

LLOYD - On 20 November 2016, Donald Richard (1943-50), 
aged 83 
 

MARSHALL - On 17 November 2016 2016, Dr Jeremy 
Michael Holt (1974-81), aged 54, brother of A D H (1975-83) 
 

MASLIN - On 13 April 2017, Henry John (Member of Staff 
1959-92), aged 88 
 

MASTERS - On 14 March 2017 David Christopher (1958-66), 
aged 68, brother of M R (1956-64) 
 

NICOLL - In September 2016, Henry Ernest (1945-51), aged 81 
 

O'SHEA - In January 2017, Michael James (1944-52), aged 83 
 

PERROTT - On 1 March 2017, Graham James (1963-71),  
aged 63 
 

RICHARDSON - On 13 September 2016, Michael John (1945-
51), aged 82 
 

RUSSELL - On 7 June 2016, Anthony John (1938-42), aged 89 
 

SMITH - On 15 August 2016, Dr Christopher John Dunford  
(1954-62), aged 73, father of M A (1989-96) 
 

SNAZEL - In May 2016, Neville Harvey (1949-55), aged 79 
 

STEVENS - On 28 March 2017, Alan (1948-55), aged 79, 
brother of N (1946-54) 
 

SUTHERLAND - On 26 February 2016, James Mark McClure 
(1971-76), aged 58 
 

WHITWORTH - On 14 March 2016, John Erskine (1943-48), 
aged 83 
 

 

O B I T U A R I E S  
 

Mike Irwin (1947-53) 
A person reading the modest Valete 
notice for Mike Irwin that appeared 
in the December 1953 edition of The 
Whitgiftian - "Smith's House; 7-O 
GCE 1953; Leading Cadet in RAF 
section CCF" - might be surprised by 
the significant role that Mike 
subsequently played in OW matters 
and in the life and development of the 
School.  
  Although that magazine entry made 
no mention of his prowess on the 

rugby field, Mike became an important member of the OW 1st 
XV in their period of ascendancy in Old Boys rugby. Much has 
been said of those glory years and Mike, though as a front row 
forward not one of the more noticeable players, was a key man 
in the team's outstanding seasons in the 1960s. Mike Spanswick, 
a co-conspirator in the pack, spoke eloquently at the funeral, as 
follows: 
  "For many years Mike was a prop forward for the 1st XV and 
was a strong and highly regarded player.  Many of you here 
today will have played with him and his commitment to the 

OWs was never in doubt.  Indeed, on one occasion when asked 
to play for the OWs at the last minute in a match up North close 
to where he was working at the time, he jumped in a taxi and 
changed into his rugby kit on the way to the ground. 
  After a match he would be the first to socialise with the 
opposition and was often the instigator of the singing in the bar 
which was commonplace in those days.  His rendition of a shrill 
bell noise, which I think came from the Trini Lopez song "If I 
had a hammer" was legendary.  He would follow this with 
"Your starter for ten" which, of course, came from the TV 
programme, University Challenge chaired by Bamber Gasgoine, 
hence he acquired the affectionate nickname of Bamber, which 
for some of us has lasted to this day. 
  After his playing days, Mike remained closely involved with 
the OWRFC and served as Chairman for a number of years.  He 
also took on the mantle of representing players at the Surrey 
RFU disciplinary hearings.  His skilful and determined approach 
gained a number of reprieves.  Over the past few days I have 
received many e-mails that amply demonstrate how younger 
players appreciated his support.  One said 'really, really nice 
guy, was always great to see him.  I played with him when I 
joined the Old Whits aged 16.  He also represented me at my 
disciplinary hearings, the right man to do it really.  If you had 
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seen him, Tony Mason, Dave Scott, etc, on tour at Newton Le 
Willows taking on a dirty Northern pack, it would be obvious. 
Top bloke'. 
  Another note from a past Captain said: 'I appreciated Mike's 
avuncular approach personally on many occasions as did those 
who experienced the defence counsel work he did at the Surrey 
disciplinary hearings.  He has now gone to that great 
disciplinary hearing in the sky'. 
  Mike also had a close involvement with the OW Golfing 
Society.  He was Captain in 2003/4 and was a member of the 
committee for many years.  On the golf course he won the 
Society's President’s Putter in 2005. 
  There is little doubt that Mike was very popular, but his 
greatest attribute was his ability to get on with everyone, 
whatever their age or background.  He had a great respect for 
his fellow players which was reciprocated by all. Very 
encouraging, reassuring, extra wide, solid and in control of the 
scrum'.  We are indeed lucky to have known him." 
  Off the rugby field, Mike was happy to work behind the scenes 
in committees and, in due course, was asked to become a Vice 
President of the OWA. Many times he was asked if he would 
care to take on the role of President of the Association, but he 
declined and always recommended other candidates who he 
claimed were more worthy of the honour.  
  One job that he did accept was to act as the WA representative 
on the School Committee (effectively this made him a Governor 
of the School, although this was a title that was not made 
official until well on in Mike's tenure of office). Mike brought 
to the job a lifetime of experience in the construction industry 
with Mowlem. Mike was closely involved with the building of 
the West Stand at Twickenham where his love for the sport 
must have joined seamlessly with his experience of major 
construction projects. So, it was natural for Mike to oversee the 
development of the Junior School block built by Mowlem. 
Later, Mike had a significant part to play in the design and 
construction of the magnificent sports and conference centre 
that remains the envy of other schools. For many years Mike 
was Chairman of the School's Premises Committee and the 
continued excellence of the School's facilities, is a lasting 
tribute to this modest, charming and effective man. 
  Mike leaves a widow, Gill, daughter Elizabeth, son Robert 
(also an OW), granddaughters Emily and Katie and countless 
friends. Gill commented on how blessed and privileged she was 
to have Mike in her life, and that, for such an unassuming man, 
Mike would be astonished by the respect and admiration felt by 
those that knew him.  
  If you visit the School to which he gave so much time and 
talent and admire its buildings and surroundings it is difficult 
not to be reminded of the epitaph to Sir Christopher Wren: "Si 
monumentum requiris, circumspice" - if you require a 
monument, look around. It was my privilege to sit as a 
Governor with Mike - he is greatly missed. 
 

Nigel Platts and extracts from the eulogy given by Mike 
Spanswick at Mike's funeral. 
 
Derek Drury (1937-44) 
Rowing coach who brought unorthodox training methods to 
bear on both the Oxford and Cambridge Boat Race crews  
 

Derek Drury had the distinction of coaching the Cambridge, and 
then the Oxford, Boat Race teams in 1968 and 1969 - both of 
which were subject to his sometimes quirky training methods. 
  He became one of Britain's most respected rowing coaches, 
imparting his knowledge at Emanuel School in London 
(situated, incongruously for a rowing school, between two 
Clapham Junction railway lines), Shiplake College on 

 
Derek Drury coached Cambridge to victory by three and a half lengths 
in 1968 
 
the Thames and Canford School on the south coast, which also 
employed him as a history teacher and then a housemaster. "His 
silences were more telling than his verbals," said Giles Cundell, 
who Drury coached. "His ability to get a message across via a 
few squeaks, non-human words, phrases and verbals was 
amazing. We still quote his chuff-chuff coaching, even now. He 
used to drive the minibus and steer by the sun - which almost 
always got us lost." 
  Drury was quick to pick up ideas from other coaches and 
continents. Rowers in the mid-Sixties were unaccustomed to 
weight, interval or circuit training, and yet he adopted them. 
"Mileage does not make champions," he once intoned as he tore 
down a wallchart. He was quick to prick pomposity or any sign 
of hubris in his young charges. He would talk a great deal of 
"bewaring Nemesis" in terms of luck going against a crew. 
Drury claimed, before mobile-phone radar came into use, to be 
able to predict the state of the weather an hour in advance. His 
enthusiasm was memorable. "A few weeks before Henley he 
was cycling next to our eight, racing us as we did full-speed 
sessions," Cundell said. "One time he got very excited as we 
obviously hit a good patch. He was screaming and shouting at 
us, and out of the corner of my eye I just saw him disappear off 
the towpath and into the river. I presume we helped him out of 
the water, but we were laughing so hard that the memory has 
been jumbled." 
  One year, a week before the Henley Royal Regatta, Drury 
discovered a supplement called Creatine. "We assumed 
someone had mentioned it to him and, as so often was the case 
with performance ideas, he grabbed it with overt enthusiasm," 
added Cundell. "Creatine can aid muscle growth over a period 
of months. Derek assumed that if he got a tub of it, upped the 
dosage and increased the concentration, then it would have a 
great effect on us. In the lead up to the regatta he gave us small 
cups of water every couple of hours - at least half-full of this 
disgusting powder, which had turned into a heavy lump of 
sludge by the time we took it. It was so disgusting that we ended 
up hiding it or chucking it out, but he was convinced that he had 
found the edge that we would need. We got stuffed by our 
opponents." 
  Derek Hayden Drury was born in 1926, the son of a gravestone 
salesman, and grew up in Croydon. He was educated at Whitgift 
School in the borough. He rowed at Oxford for New College, 
but his education there - he gave an amusing impression of 
Isaiah Berlin, who was one of his lecturers - was interrupted by 
the war. He joined the navy as a midshipman and was sent to 
assist in minesweeping at Cuxhaven in Germany, where, he 
said, he helped to feed Germans who were starving in the 
aftermath of war. After returning to New College, where he was 
a contemporary of Tony Benn, and completing his history 
degree, he began his dual career in public schools and in 
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rowing. It did not matter in this postwar era that he once took 
some boys yachting in Poole and that the trip overran, 
necessitating an overnight stay in a pub - nor that the medical 
students he coached tended to be hung over. As his reputation 
grew, demands on his time became more unusual. Drury was 
awarded a Blue Peter badge for teaching Tommy Steele how to 
row for his performance in the 1960s film Half a Sixpence. 
Having coached Cambridge to victory by three and a half 
lengths in 1968, he was asked by Oxford's president to return to 
his alma mater the next year. "No one was concerned that he 
switched, and Oxford were in a mess in those days," said 
Donald Legget, his contemporary and a long-serving coach at 
Cambridge. Nonetheless, Oxford were defeated. 
Unbowed by age, he was lured out of retirement at the age of 67 
by Canford School. He transformed its results at Henley by 
persuading the boys to watch videos of Trooping the Colour and 
to copy the rhythm of the bass drum. 
  Drury met his wife, Dagmar Habicht, when she arrived in 
Britain from Germany as a 19 year old to learn English and 
work as an au pair for his family. She predeceased him in 2011. 
They had two sons, both of whom studied medicine: Arnie is a 
consultant at Royal Bournemouth Hospital and Ralph is a GP in 
Sonning Common, near Henley. 
  At Drury's 90th birthday celebrations, the eight he coached at 
Canford School rowed before him once again, 40 years on. 
"Assembling the crew one more time involved members flying 
in from the United States. We did a 500m piece, and at dinner I 
reminded everyone about rowing in 1976 - the hottest summer 
of that century by some margin," Jonno Tennant said. "This was 
relevant because the water level on the River Stour quite soon 
meant that rowing had to cease. 
  "Derek was up for that challenge, and he commandeered the 
dinghy that was reserved for the sailing club on Poole Harbour. 
The dinghy was piloted by Aidan Maitland-Robinson, who took 
Derek and his megaphone to the water and alongside the eight. 
It was clear that they were not going to keep up with the rapid 
progress of the eight, so Aidan got out and was left bobbing 
around in the swell to lighten the load. Sure enough, the dinghy 
could then keep up with us over the next 20 minutes." 
  Despite occasional bemusement at his methods, no one 
doubted Drury's ability to get results. Many of his charges went 
on to represent Great Britain, though they desisted from taking 
Creatine. 
 

The Times 7 November 2016 
 

Gordon Borrie, Lord Borrie of Abbots Morton (1946)  
Champion of the consumer at the Office of Fair Trading  
 

 
Borrie at the Office of Fair Trading: on taking the job he was 
astonished at the number of price-fixing agreements in business, the 
worst offenders being photocopier and ready-mixed concrete 
companies   
 

Lord Borrie, who has died aged 85, was an academic lawyer 
who, despite his Leftish leanings, created a powerful impetus 

Borrie (left), then chairman of the Commission on Social Justice, with 
Tony Blair in 1994; many of the Commission's ideas were adopted by 
Labour in the run-up to the 1997 general election  
 
for the free market over 16 years as director-general of Fair 
Trading. Surviving Margaret Thatcher's cull of Labour's 
appointees, Gordon Borrie championed the consumer 
throughout her administration and beyond. He reported to 
thirteen secretaries of state from Shirley Williams to Michael 
Heseltine; three reappointed him. 
  Borrie investigated whether 10,000 trade agreements were in 
the public interest, and advised on 3,000 takeovers. He 
threatened firms found rigging the market with prosecution 
(including nationalised British Steel, British Gas and the 
electricity boards), stopped Barclays bullying traders into 
accepting its debit card, and frustrated attempts by Raleigh and 
Black & Decker to keep their products out of cut-price stores.  
Borrie transformed the way Britain did business. He 
campaigned tirelessly against confusing jargon and cowboy 
traders. He ended the opticians' monopoly in supplying 
spectacles, upset the Law Society by calling for solicitors to 
advertise their charges, and banned convicted fraudsters from 
working as estate agents. By acting against the London Stock 
Exchange's time-honoured division between jobbers and 
brokers, he triggered the "Big Bang", which would transform 
the City from the staid preserve of family firms to a pressurised 
and ruthless centre of global finance. Within months, Borrie was 
warning that it had created a "frothy and almost hysterical 
boom". By forcing the breweries to stop telling their pubs which 
beers to serve, he changed the nature and economics of the 
licensed trade. And his reluctance to block takeovers by foreign. 
firms contributed to a steady decline in British ownership. 
  Borrie was unknown outside the law, academia and the world 
of consumer affairs when appointed in 1976 from 400 
candidates. By the time he handed over to Sir Bryan Carsberg, 
the Office of Fair Trading off Fleet Street had a staff of 350 and 
was respected across business and government. His 
recommendations either to refer major takeovers (GEC and 
Plessey, British Airways and British Caledonian) to the 
Monopolies and Mergers Commission or wave them through 
(Guinness and Distillers, Nestle and Rowntree) inevitably 
attracted criticism. He himself regarded the prospect of a 
takeover as making companies more competitive, but concluded 
in 1986 that many mergers had been "failures". Not all his 
references achieved a result. Three times he referred the oil 
companies for keeping prices at the pump high when the world 
price fell, only for them to be cleared of profiteering. 
Borrie's passion for competition led Mrs Thatcher to keep him 
on, then approve his reappointment in 1981 without having met 
him, on the recommendation of her ministers. His commitment 
to fairness prompted the Labour leader John Smith, just after 
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Borrie left the OFT, to put him in charge of an independent 
Commission for Social Justice. 
  Stocky, dapper and nattily suited, Borrie was a keen ballroom 
dancer and an accomplished pianist; he also enjoyed good food, 
wine and conversation. As chairman of the Reform Club in 
1990-91 he brought in a banqueting manager from the Ritz. He 
was also a member of the Garrick. 
  Gordon Johnson Borrie was born in Croydon on March 13 
1931, the fourth of five children of Stanley Borrie, a Chancery 
Lane solicitor. The family moved during the Blitz to Llandudno, 
where Gordon attended John Bright Grammar School and, 
briefly, Whitgift School when he returned to Croydon at the end 
of the War. He went up to Manchester University at 16, reading 
Law and chairing the Labour Club. Winning a Harmsworth 
scholarship to the Middle Temple (who would elect him a 
Bencher in 1980), Borrie was called to the Bar in 1952. After 
National Service with Army Legal Services in Japan and Korea, 
he practised in London. 
  He fought Croydon North-East for Labour in 1955 and Ilford 
South in 1959. In 1960 he was one of 15 young candidates who 
issued a letter of support for the party's moderate leader Hugh 
Gaitskell. In 1965 Borrie was shortlisted to wrest Smethwick 
from the Conservative Peter Griffiths, whom Harold Wilson had 
branded a "parliamentary leper" for his allegedly racist 
campaign to win the seat; the actor Andrew Faulds was chosen. 
  Borrie lectured at the College of Law, then in 1965 was 
appointed senior lecturer in Law at Birmingham University. He 
was appointed professor of English Law and director of the 
university's Institute of Judicial Administration in 1969, and in 
1974 Dean of the Faculty of Law. Under his leadership the 
Institute launched intensive sentencing courses for judges and 
magistrates. He attacked ministers' "stubborn insistence" on 
suspending sentences of under six months to lessen prison 
overcrowding, and criticised the Bar for not co-operating with 
research into the administration of justice. 
  Borrie published several books on the consumer and the law, 
and served from 1972 on the council of the Consumers' 
Association. In 1973 Sir Geoffrey Howe appointed him to the 
"watchdog" Consumer Protection Advisory Committee. When 
the first director-general of Fair Trading, Sir John Methven, 
moved on to the CBI, the OFT was far less influential than the 
Price Commission. Borrie's first recommendation, for an 
investigation of Tate & Lyle's takeover of Manbre & Garton, 
was overruled by Mrs Shirley Williams on political grounds. 
Borrie was astonished by the number of price and market-fixing 
agreements he found, companies often not realising they were 
breaking the law. The worst offenders were photocopier and 
ready-mixed concrete companies - more than 200 agreements 
each. The cement industry scrapped one agreement dating back 
52 years as Borrie prepared to investigate; but 15 years later he 
was still fighting a running battle with market-fixers. 
  He launched long-running campaigns to warn the elderly 
against "cowboy" traders, and motorists against garages that 
botched repairs or cheated customers. Borrie told Britain's car 
makers they had to improve their quality control; a quarter of 
new British Leyland models needed work. 
  In 1978 he refused credit licences to the Hodge Group, 
founded by the prime-minister James Callaghan's one-time 
business partner Sir Julian Hodge, until it put its house in order. 
Sir Julian and other directors quit. Borrie went on to make 
powerful enemies in the insurance industry by targeting the 
selling of "inappropriate" life policies, and upset ITV by 
blocking an exclusive deal for it to televise football. 
  When Mrs Thatcher came to power in 1979, Borrie's 
commitment to competition outweighed his connections with 
the outgoing government - and lobbying by tycoons he had 

thwarted. He gained further powers through the Conservatives' 
Competition Bill, and the abolition of the Price Commission. He 
had been pursuing a restrictive practices case against the Stock 
Exchange for seven years when Cecil Parkinson arrived at the 
DTI in 1983. The Cabinet's agreement to Parkinson reaching an 
out-of-court settlement seemed a victory for the status quo, but 
Borrie refused to drop the case unless there was legislation. The 
resulting compromise paved the way for the "Big Bang". He lost 
a rare battle in 1987 with Sir Kenneth Berrill, chairman of the 
Securities and Investment Board, over SIB's rulebook, which 
discouraged independent intermediaries selling insurance 
products. He fared better with the life assurance regulator 
Lautro. After Borrie accused the industry of using self-
regulation to protect its own interests against the policyholder, 
Lautro agreed to stop concealing what commission the broker 
selling a policy was receiving. 
  Repeatedly Borrie broke new ground. In 1988 he called on the 
DTI to forbid further purchases by Elders IXL of Scottish & 
Newcastle shares after a bid was blocked by an MMC inquiry. 
He prosecuted a ready-mixed concrete company's directors for 
contempt of court for persisting with price-fixing. And he 
intervened to stop brokers boycotting General Accident for 
offering free insurance to buyers of Ford cars. 
  Borrie left the OFT in 1992 lamenting the "inadequacy" of its 
investigative powers, and with anti-competition activity in 
Brussels starting to overshadow steps by national governments. 
He went back to the Bar, but re-emerged as chairman of the 
Commission on Social Justice, hailed by the Labour Party 
leader John Smith as the most far-reaching ever review of the 
tax and benefits system. Over two years the commission, 
serviced by the Institute for Public Policy Research, devised a 
long-term strategy. Rejecting traditional welfare based on a 
"family wage for men", it proposed a more flexible benefits 
system, plus a radical new structure of part-time work, 
combined with training and voluntary work to help achieve full 
employment. It advocated universal nursery education, phasing 
out child benefit for the highest earners, a compulsory second 
pension and a 50p in the £ top tax rate. Smith died before the 
report appeared, but many of its ideas went into Labour's 
programme for government, notably into Gordon Brown's New 
Deal. And when Borrie received a life peerage in 1995, he took 
the Labour whip, serving on the Select Committee on the 
European Union. 
  From 2001 to 2007 Borrie chaired the Advertising Standards 
Authority. He was also a financial backer of the New 
Statesman. He was at various times president of the Institute of 
Trading Standards Administration; chairman of the 
Accountancy Foundation, the Money Advice Trust and Public 
Concern at Work; vice-chairman of Newspaper Publishing; and 
a member of the Parole Board, the Legal Studies Board and the 
Equal Opportunities Commission. His directorships included the 
Woolwich, the Mirror Group and Telewest Communications. 
He was knighted in 1982 and made a QC in 1986. 
Gordon Borrie married Dorene Toland in 1960; she died in 
2010. There were no children. 
 

Lord Borrie, born March 13 1931, died September 30 2016  
From the Daily Telegraph 4 October 2016 
 
Colonel Peter Gooderson (1959-66) 
Peter died on 30 December 2016 aged 69 after a long battle with 
cancer. He left Whitgift to read Mechanical Engineering at St 
Andrew's sponsored by Rolls Royce. Having survived their 
turbulent time in the seventies, he moved on to manage various 
engineering companies before opening his own factory in 
Merthyr. The business grew and, amongst other accolades, won 
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Colonel Gooderson in 2008 receiving private Robert Tongue’s Rorke’s 
Drift Bible on behalf of the Regimental Museum at Brecon 
 

a Queen's award for Export. He remained as MD until he sold 
up and retired in his early sixties. 
  Whilst Peter's income, management and negotiating skills were 
derived from his engineering business, his greatest fulfilment 
came from his enthusiasm for matters military and, in particular, 
the TA. This had started at Whitgift in the CCF, followed by the 
OTC at university and then the TA. He was commissioned into 
the Black Watch, moved through the ranks to Major with the 
Mercian Volunteers and then joined the Royal Regiment of 
Wales when he moved to Monmouth. He was promoted to Lt 
Col and commanded the Wales District Specialist Training 
Team and later became a Full Colonel and Deputy Commander 
of the Wales Brigade. It was during these years that he assisted 
several Whitgift CCF officers to arrange training jaunts to the 
Brecon Beacons. 
  After retirement from the TA, Peter continued on in uniform as 
Honorary Colonel of the Wales University OTC. He also held 
the position of Chairman of the Reserve Forces and Cadets 
Association in Wales. It was no surprise when, in retirement, he 
successfully applied for the position of Regimental Secretary, 
Royal Regiment of Wales - a position he held until his illness 
overtook him. General Sir Peter Wall (OW) commented in a 
recent message that 'Peter was always a massive enthusiast and 
one of those rare people who really understood the TA and how 
to make it work'. 
  In addition to his army duties, Peter was a JP. The current 
Chair of the Gwent Bench described Peter as 'an excellent 
magistrate, a joy to sit with and whose company she cherished. 
She particularly remembers his unique sense of humour and 
self-deprecating stories about his golf!' His role as a Deputy 
Lieutenant of Gwent was one he particularly enjoyed, and he 
also served on the board of Trustees of the Scout Association in 
his local area. 
  More than three hundred attended a Memorial Service held in 
Monmouth on 25 February including the Lord Lieutenant, 
several senior ranking army officers, the Chief Executive of 
s'Hertogenbosch City in the Netherlands (Peter had represented 
the Royal Welsh at the annual commemoration of the city's 
liberation in 1944 for more than twenty years), many friends 
and family members, the regimental Band of the Royal Welsh, 
and Shenkin, the mascot of the Royal Welsh - a goat! Peter 
leaves a widow, children and grandchildren. 
This tribute comes from Peter’s brother, Colin Gooderson 
(1962-69) 
  

Dr Beresford ('Bres') Barry (1941-46) 
Beresford (Bres) Barry, who died on 29 May 2016 at the age of 
88, was born on December 10th, 1927 and spent his early years 
in Plaistow in East London and Streatham in South West 
London. He attended a kindergarten and infant school in West 
Ham, before moving to Battersea Grammar School and then 
Streatham Grammar School, where his mother taught and which 

was evacuated to Horsham during the war.  His father was in the 
merchant navy and away for long periods until 1948 when he 
died. 
  After school in Horsham, Bres was then sent away briefly to a 
boarding school in Market Rasen in Lincolnshire before moving 
to Whitgift School for the rest of his education.  He had 
memories of his journey from Streatham to Croydon either by 
bus or tram, often in thick fog which meant walking home with 
only the tram lines as guidance.  Other memories from his time 
at school included having to hide under the desk when the air 
raid alert sounded during School Certificate examinations - and 
building a battery operated radio which he kept in his gas mask 
case; he would sit next to a radiator so he could use it as his 
radio aerial.  He represented the school at athletics and played 
rugby for the school first fifteen.  Bres was also a member of the 
Combined Cadet Force, reaching the rank of Senior Warrant 
Officer. 
  On completing National Service in the RAF he studied at the 
Royal School of Mines at Imperial College, London where he 
graduated with a BSc degree.  He also continued his interest in 
sport, captaining the athletics team at Imperial College and 
playing rugby for the Royal School of Mines. His first job was 
in the research department at Sherritt Gordon mines, University 
of British Columbia. He then returned to London to the Royal 
School of Mines where he obtained his PhD degree. 
  He married his wife, Eileen, in June 1956 and four days later, 
they set sail to Canada to start a new life together, where he 
took up a position as a research assistant at the Steel Company 
of Canada.  However, in 1958 he returned to the UK and was 
appointed research assistant at Steel Company of Wales. In 
1963 he moved to the International Tin Research Institute where 
he held successively the positions of Research Assistant, Head 
of Publications, Assistant Director, and ultimately Director. 
  He was a liveryman of two City livery companies and was 
Master of the Worshipful Company of Tin Plate Workers alias 
Wire Workers in 2000.  He was the Secretary of the European 
Pewter Union and chairman of a number of National, European 
and International standards committees. He represented the Tin 
Plate Workers Livery Company on the City and Guilds Institute 
Council and was a member of their Parliamentary and Scientific 
Committee whose meetings were held in the Houses of 
Parliament.  He wrote many articles and contributed to books on 
the subjects of tin and tinplate which was his area of expertise  
  In retirement he devoted himself to his home and family life in 
Sanderstead and enjoyed his committee work for the European 
Pewter Union, livery events and holidays with his family.  
  He is survived by his wife, two sons (Bruce and Alistair, both 
OWs) and five grandchildren. 
 

This tribute was written by Bres's son Bruce (1976-84) 
 
Group Captain Peter Clark (1943-49) 
Peter Clark left School in 1949 and started as a clerical officer 
with the LCC prior to National Service. It had always been his 
intention to become a pilot but the death of his only brother in a 
flying accident in early 1951 resulted in a change of plan,  
principally to save his parents from unnecessary worry. During 
National Service Peter was selected for officer training: a two 
year period of National Service was extended firstly to a short 
service commission in the RAF Regiment and then to a 
permanent commission in the RAF Provost Branch. Postings all 
over the world during over thirty years RAF service included 
Germany, Cyprus, Aden,  Washington and the Far East 
although it was during a posting near Norwich that he met 
Muriel, a WRAF officer who became his wife. Peter's duties in 
the Provost Branch were predominantly in the fields of security 
and counter-intelligence. In 1967 he attended the RAF Staff 
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College at Bracknell where he was 
awarded the essay prize. After three 
postings in the rank of Group 
Captain the last being Strike 
Command Provost and Security 
Officer, Peter took voluntary 
retirement in 1983.  
  For the subsequent nine years Peter 
was Chief of Security for the Civil 
Aviation Authority and a member of 
the Department of Transport's 
National Aviation Security 

Committee. After another early and voluntary retirement in 
1992, Peter returned to the Ministry of Defence but this time as 
a civilian security officer principally at the Military Survey; a 
further move to the Defence Research Agency at Boscombe 
Down, Wiltshire was short lived as his wife was diagnosed with 
motor neurone disease. Peter retired finally and cared for Muriel 
until her death at the beginning of 1998: they were married for 
nearly forty years and had two daughters. 
  In his spare time Peter was a keen walker and runner (no fewer 
than 37 marathons) as well as a great lover of light opera and 
Church matters. Peter remarried in 2003 and his widow 
Sylviane said that they had thirteen years (to the day) of 
"sharing, caring and love". Sylviane recounted with amusement 
Peter's comment to his teacher at the cookery classes he 
attended during retirement: "I don't know how to make pastry - 
but I do know how to launch a missile".  
  Those at Peter's funeral, which was attended by Ian Wray 
(1942-49), included representatives of the RAF Police 
Association, resplendent in white berets (hence their nickname 
"snowdrops") and bearing standards, and buglers to play the 
Last Post and Reveille.  
This appreciation is based on information supplied by Mrs 
Sylviane Clark. 
 
Dr Chris Smith (1954-62) 
Christopher John Dunford Smith left Whitgift in July 1962 to 
study dentistry at University College London from where he 
qualified in 1967. At School, Chris was a senior prefect, house 
captain of Smith's, Chairman of the VI Form Society, a Petty 
Officer in the RN section of the CCF and a member of the 1st 
XI for both cricket and hockey of which he was captain. In other 
words, he was a good all-rounder who made the most of his 
time at the School.   
  Shortly after qualifying he responded to an advertisement for a 
dentist to work for four months in a mission dental practice in 
Kenya.  Towards the end of his four months, he was invited to 
return for a further two years. He returned to England for six 
months during which time he married Beverley: they sailed for 
Kenya three weeks after their wedding and lived in Kisumu, on 
the shores of Lake Victoria.  Chris's Christian faith was very 
important to him and this was reflected at the dental unit where 
a sliding scale of fees meant that Europeans and Asians 
subsidised less well-off Africans. 
  Once back in England in 1971, he bought into a dental 
partnership in Cheam where he ran a very successful practice 
until 2003.  At that time, his business partner wished to retire 
and the practice was sold.  Chris felt he was far too young to 
retire and another opportunity arose for him to return to Africa, 
this time to Tanzania, to cover a dental practice whilst the 
dentist came back to the UK on leave.  During that trip, clinics 
had been organised for him to visit schools and outlying 
communities where dental treatment was scarce.  The most 
memorable visit was to a hospital run by Roman Catholic 
Sisters, which was five hours drive into the bush. Under very 

primitive conditions 400 people were seen during the weekend.  
Unfortunately when you do not have the sophistications of an 
English dental surgery, the best treatment you can do is to 
extract teeth to relieve pain! 
  When he was not working Chris loved sport: he enjoyed 
playing hockey for some years, but his main game was tennis.  
Another passion was the public library - not to read books, but 
to devour all the papers from cover to cover so that he had some 
knowledge of so many issues with which to chat to his patients. 
They, of course, could not respond with dental instruments in 
their mouth. 
  Back in England he became bored and looked for locum work.  
Initially this was in the Isle of Wight for four years, then in 
Milford on Sea and Lymington in Hampshire where he soon 
settled into two practices. This was virtually a second career: he 
was working until the day before he was admitted to hospital.  
More and more time was spent in Milford and Beverley and 
Chris had just decided to sell their house in Cheam and settle 
permanently in Milford when he became ill. 
  He was diagnosed with multiple myeloma (a rare form of 
leukaemia) in April 2016; with the appropriate treatment of 
fairly intensive chemotherapy, he thought he would be able to 
beat the cancer.  However, this was not the case and he died in 
August 2016. 
  Chris and Beverley had two children; Julia who attended 
Sutton High School and Mark who followed in his father's 
footsteps to Whitgift.  He had four grandchildren, the youngest 
of whom was only six weeks old when he died. 
 

This tribute was written by Chris's widow, Beverley 
 
Dr Angus Duke (1943-
50) 
Angus Duke, who died 
on 22 September 2016 at 
the age of 83, was a 
talented scientist at 
School who passed his 
Higher School 
Certificate at 16 and left 
with a State Scholarship 
and an Open Exhibition 
at Emmanuel College, Cambridge. At School his interests 
included the scientific and Hansard societies for both of which 
he acted as secretary. He was also a sergeant in the RAF section 
of the CCF but did not enjoy the School's emphasis on sport. 
For his whole life Angus was strongly influenced by his parents 
who emphasised the importance of doing well and working hard 
to achieve, telling him that "much has been given to you and 
done for you. You must pay it back by 'succeeding'".  Angus's 
father, Ken was a living example of this work ethic for as well 
working in a bank he also studied for a PhD in Maths and 
Economics. At Cambridge he studied under Dr Reginald Webb 
of Trinity Hall and the Nobel Laureate Sir Alexander, later 
Lord, Todd. Angus took a 1st class degree in natural sciences 
and then continued to a PhD after which he went to Canada with 
his wife Kathleen and spent three years working at the 
University of Toronto. He came to the conclusion that academia 
was not for him and returned to the UK where he joined Dr 
Webb, who had similarly decided to leave the academic life, at 
CIBA. At CIBA Angus worked on synthetic epoxy resins 
including Araldite which he developed with a colleague.  
  One of his CIBA colleagues wrote at the time of Angus's 
death: "the new research team started work in October 1958 and 
it was then that I first met Angus: he was 'my' PhD and I 'his' 
B.Sc. That was the beginning of a lifelong friendship. It would 
be true to say that most of his colleagues at Duxford were in 
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awe of Angus. He was possessed of far and away the most 
impressive chemical brain that any of us had encountered 
outside university. In due course he spent some time at CIBA 
HQ in Basel, Switzerland by which time I had moved on having 
come to the conclusion that research was not where my future 
lay. Subsequently Angus, too, left CIBA and, after a spell 
working and living in Buckinghamshire, he and his family 
moved north to Manchester where he worked for Geigy, another 
multinational chemical company. Eventually he settled with 
British Telecom, initially in London and finally in Birmingham. 
Angus was possessed of one of the sharpest brains - and on 
occasions, tongues - that I ever encountered. He was never 
afraid to 'think outside the box'. He was an encouraging and 
supportive boss and I was always in awe of his intellect, 
knowledge and work rate". 
Angus is survived by his three sons, his wife Kathleen, having 
predeceased him. 
 

This tribute is prepared from information supplied by Angus's 
son Chris. 

 
Dr Jerry Marshall (1974-81) 

Jerry died suddenly and unexpectedly after 
complications from surgery on 17 
November 2016. His loss left family and 
friends shocked and numb. Jerry was a GP 
in Royal Wootton Bassett and at his 
memorial service in December at Broad 
Hinton Church in the village where he 
lived, so many people wanted to say their 
final goodbye that the congregation 
overflowed into the grounds outside, in a 

marquee that friends in the village had put up the night before. 
  It was a moving service filled with shared memories, Jerry's 
favourite music, prayer and reflection. 
  To give you an idea about what Jerry was like as a husband, 
father, brother, son, outstanding doctor and friend to so many, 
this is part of what we said on that day.  
  "Jerry would have been astounded to see so many of us here 
today. He would feel humbled by the immense love and 
affection surging from us all. It is a love you can feel: it is a 
love that we all had and will always have for Jerry. 
  And Jerry the actor - as you all know he took many memorable 
roles in the Broad Hinton Amateur Dramatic Society 
productions over the years - would be so disappointed that he 
can't be here: standing in front of such a wonderful audience. 
  Jerry would have wanted us to remember him with love and 
happiness even though we are very sad he is no longer with us 
to share our lives with him.  
  Jerry achieved so much. Born in 1963 at home just outside 
Croydon , he attended Benson Primary School just up the road 
from where we lived and went to Whitgift School in Croydon in 
1974, leaving in 1981 armed with A levels in Physics, 
Chemistry and Biology. He took up his place at Bristol 
University in 1982 to study medicine and continue his journey 
towards his ambition of becoming a doctor.  He graduated from 
Bristol fully qualified in 1987 and in 1992 he fulfilled his 
ambition when he joined the practice at Tinkers Lane as a GP 
and partner. Kate and Jerry met soon after and they married in 
1995. Their son Rich arrived in 1996.  
  Kate and Jerry settled in Broad Hinton in the mid 90s and 
played a full part in village life, making many close friends, 
sharing the stage in dramatic productions (excelling especially 
as a pantomime dame or Captain Alberto in 'Allo, 'Allo!), and 
enjoyed  being a (non-playing) member of the local rugby club. 
He loved life in the village.  

  Jerry's life was full of achievement:  a successful and 
outstanding doctor and a great presence in the community. But 
of course Jerry was far more than that. He was a wonderful 
father to Rich, a wonderful husband to Kate, a wonderful son, a 
wonderful brother, a wonderful uncle, a wonderful doctor to 
many of you. And he was a wonderful friend to us all. His 
kindness, compassion and gentleness touched us all. He leaves 
behind a hole in our lives that will never be filled.  
  Despite the sadness and the shock we all feel today, Jerry also 
leaves happiness, joy and fun. And although we recognise the 
grief we all feel, it is the happiness, the joy and the fun that we 
want to remember today. We have all lost Jerry but we all know 
that he will live on in all our memories and in all our thoughts 
and in all our hearts. He will live on there as long as we all shall 
live." 
This appreciation was written by Jerry's brother, 
Andy Marshall (1975-83) 

 
Dr Jeremy Gullan-Whur (1952-59)  
Jeremy Gullan-Whur was in Tate's 
House, a School Prefect, a Petty Officer 
in the RN section of the CCF, a member 
of the 3rd XV and of the School boxing 
team. He left School in July 1959 to take 
up a place at Guy's Hospital Dental 
School. Most of his career was spent as a 
dental practitioner in Heacham, a village 
in Norfolk overlooking The Wash, but 
prior to settling there in 1970 he had spent six months at 
University College Hospital to advance his knowledge of oral 
surgery and five years as an officer in the RAF Dental Service. 
In one of the numerous tributes at Jeremy's funeral, Dr Andrew 
Lake pointed out that the choice of opening his own rural 
practice by the sea (which he then ran for no less than 36 years) 
was made by Jeremy despite an invitation to return to Guy's to 
train as a consultant (having previously been awarded the prize 
as the best dental student of his year in England and Wales). Dr 
Lake also offered memories of Jeremy's happy career from 
Adrian Flower, Consultant Oral Surgeon at Queen Elizabeth's 
Hospital, King's Lynn (who was playing the organ at the funeral 
and could not therefore speak himself): "Before we came to 
Heacham in 1986 I had looked up the names of the local 
dentists and one name stuck in my mind - Gullan-Whur.  I 
wondered what this chap would be like - maybe a strange 
foreign gentleman with a beard, or possibly belonging to a 
rather strange religious sect. I was therefore delighted to find 
Jeremy, a quintessential English gentleman, respected as a local 
dentist with many patients and a regular at the post-grad 
meetings at the QEH. Jeremy offered a comprehensive Minor 
Oral Surgery service which is unique these days, but reflects the 
broadness of satisfying experience that so few graduates have 
today".  
  Dr Lake emphasised that underlying Jeremy's surgical skills 
was a genuine love of the contacts and rewards his patients 
brought him. In his last days he was left in no doubt how 
respected he was, and how affectionately he was remembered 
even after nine years of retirement. During his last brief 
admission to the QEH a nurse reminded him of the time years 
ago when she was recovering from a local anaesthetic. She said 
she would walk home. "Oh no you won't" Jeremy said, "You'll 
walk under a car still laughing your head off!"  He drove her 
home. 
  There were many messages which gave Jeremy much pleasure 
when they were read to him in his last days: 
"When we first arrived in Heacham in June 2005, my husband  
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needed to have roots removed from an extraction by a previous 
dentist. You, Jeremy, were about to retire but still saw him. In 
the course of the conversation about everything except teeth, 
Colin said 'When are you going to do it?' You said 'I've done it!'  
Now that's good dentistry!" 
  A mother remembers being asked to leave the surgery at once 
and take her son straight back to the spot where his tooth was 
knocked out. After a long search in long grass it was 
successfully replanted. Jeremy was reminded by more than one 
person that "I have always to owe my life to you.  If you had not 
found my tumour when you did I certainly wouldn't have been 
here today." 
  However, Jeremy offered far more to the community than just 
dentistry: he was churchwarden, treasurer, sidesman and 
collector and banker of the Children's Society Boxes at St 
Mary's, Heacham as well as being a church guide taking great 
delight in the beauty of the church. A fellow church guide 
described him as a man of great kindness, charity and loyalty, as 
well as a wonderful raconteur. Alison Davies, former Chaplain 
to Queen Elizabeth Hospital said to say how much Jeremy's 
contribution to the life of the hospital was valued, particularly 
"your wonderful visits to stroke patients with your dog Max".   
In the five years before his death, Jeremy suffered two strokes 
and had to give up his driving licence and boat ownership (he 
was a very active member of Brancaster Staithe Sailing Club). 
But he continued with most of his activities and interests, which 
ranged from learning bridge to church guide duties, attending 
Fakenham races, dog charity work and Old Whitgiftian and 
Guy's Hospital reunions. It was therefore a shock to all who 
knew him when, in mid-November 2016, after complaining of 
severe back pain and an inability to eat, a scan revealed multiple 
carcinomas. He was immediately given days to live, and died on 
November 26th after just seven happy days at home, peacefully 
and painlessly with his family around him.   
  Jeremy's wife, Margaret said how touched she and her family 
were that the best man from their wedding David Purdell-
Lewis (1952-59) came to the service all the way from 
Liverpool.  The funeral was also attended by Norman Rea 
(1950-56) who served in the RAF in Germany with Jeremy. 
 

This appreciation was written by Nigel Platts and based on 
information provided by Dr Margaret Gullan-Whur from the 
tributes given at Jeremy's funeral.  

 
Dr Richard Hunt (1953-61) 
Richard Hunt, who has died at the age of 73 as the result of a 
fall while walking in the Island of Mull, was a dental 
practitioner in Tunbridge Wells for many years. Richard was a 
Senior Prefect, Vice-Captain of Smith's and a member of the 1st 
IV for fives, a game to which he remained devoted playing for 
many years for the OW Fives Club. He left School to read 
dentistry at King's College Medical School and on qualification 
started in practice in Tunbridge Wells where he remained for his 
whole working life where his "patients' unrelenting loyalty over 
many years was proof of his ability to always take time to 
deliver the best level of care". 
  Richard was an "energetic man who lived life to the full" and 
was a member of the Pantiles Rotary Club for many years, 
acting as president in 1997. He played fives and squash, kept a 
dinghy at Bewl water, and was a keen climber and bird-watcher. 
He loved music and played the clarinet in the Tonbridge 
Philharmonic for many years. For most of the 1970s, Richard 
and his family lived at Chiddingstone Hoath where, in their own 
version of 'The Good Life', they kept bees, goats and chickens, 
and were heavily involved in village life.  
  But it was as a remarkable walker that Richard and his wife 

 
 

Richard at Cape Wrath during his round Britain  

 
Shally were best known in Tunbridge Wells. In 1995 they both 
took a year's sabbatical from their careers and walked clockwise 
around the entire coast of mainland Britain.This 4,300 mile 
journey was supported by a network of Rotary Clubs around the 
UK, and raised thousands of pounds for Hospice in the Weald 
and Friends of the Earth. They both found the journey tough but 
deeply enriching. Mrs Hunt later published her account of the 
walk in her book 'The Sea on our Left'. 
The couple marked their retirement by walking from Cape 
Wrath to Nice, and in recent years had travelled to Nepal, 
Australia, New Zealand and Burma.  
  Richard leaves a widow, two daughters and three 
grandchildren. His widow, Shally, said "Richard was active to 
the end. He died doing what he loved with the 'sea on his left' in 
one of his favourite places on earth." 
 

This obituary is based on an article published in Kent Live on 
27 September 2016 
 
Henry Maslin (1959-92) Member 
of Staff  
Henry Maslin joined Whitgift's 
teaching staff on 1 September 
1959 as Chief Art Master and 
retired thirty-three years later as 
Head of Art. During his career, he 
not only ran the Art Department 
but was Joint Vice-President of 
the Arts Club and Chairman of 
Whitgift Press - the in-house 
typographic/print unit responsible for many Whitgift 
publications. He excelled at designing backdrops and costumes 
for many School productions from 1961 through to the 1990s. 
  Henry was also master in charge of tetrathlon and fencing. He 
was an international fencer representing England in épée and 
foil at the Quadrangular Internationals in 1960. 
Henry was educated at Bradfield College from 1942-46 and, 
after national service from 1947-49, he studied at the Chelsea 
School of Art from 1949-53 where he gained his NDD in 
Painting.  
  On his arrival, Henry presented an exotic change from the 
conservatively dressed masters of those days: no tweedy suits or 
sports jackets, rather a velvet jacket, a bow tie and a colourful 
shirt. Possibly to some of the older generation of his new 
colleagues that would have made him somewhat unnerving but 
any doubters would have soon been put at ease by his charm 
and his status as an international sportsman. As part of his 
lessons on art appreciation, Henry made extensive use of 
postcards of the treasures of art galleries throughout the world - 
many of the postcards had been sent to Henry by friends. 
Imagine the delight to find one card with a message (addressed 
to Henry at the school) which said "How are you enjoying 



26 

teaching? Are you Headmaster yet?" - and this at the time when 
a successor to Marlar was being sought! 
 

Brief Lives 
 

Geoffrey Bassett (1945-52) 
When he left school, his professional training as a surveyor was 
interrupted as he was one of the last to be called up for National 
Service in 1959.  He received a commission and became a 
Second Lieutenant in the Royal Engineers - in the eighth year of 
Her Majesty's reign.  Following army service, Geoff resumed 
his professional training and in the 1980s established a 
successful surveying partnership which he ran until he retired in 
his sixties.  His interest in property didn't stop then and 
retirement projects included the renovation of houses in 
Brighton Kemp Town and the Costa Blanca. Geoff's final 
building project was the rebuilding of his in-laws old cottage on 
Upper Woodcote Village Green, Purley.  He enjoyed eight 
happy years in the refurbished house before his long battle with 
cancer set in in the autumn of 2015. 
  Geoff was a keen golfer and ex captain of Woodcote Park, 
Coulsdon.   He was always passionate about history, particularly 
military history and was very well read.  He attributed this 
interest to the inspirational masters at Whitgift!  He leaves a 
widow, two children and three grandchildren. 
 

This appreciation is by Philippa Bassett, Geoff's daughter. 
 
Dudley Clapham (1930-39) 
"Father was an Old Whitgiftian and attended the school from 
September 1930 to the summer of 1939. He very much enjoyed 
his schooldays at Whitgift and the many friends he made there. 
And was very sad he lost so many over the Second World War. 
He tells me he made the school swimming team, the Ashburton 
Bisley School shooting team, the second XV and second XI. I 
have at home his medal for coming second in the half mile in 
1939! After school he read Engineering at Imperial and was 
billeted to the Ministry of Supply Department of Tanks design 
but soon after volunteered for the RAF. After the war he 
married and had six children (two predeceased him), nine 
grandchildren and four great grandchildren. He was a successful 
engineer and an antiques dealer and is survived by his wife and 
my mother Sheila." 
 

With thanks to Simon Clapham, Dudley's son. 
 
Don Lloyd (1943-50) 
Donald Richard Lloyd, Don to his family and friends, was born 
in Balham on 30 July 1933. The family moved to Coulsdon 
shortly after his birth and he was educated at Whitgift School 
where he was a member of the committee of the Dramatic 
Society and a Lance Corporal in the army section of the CCF. 
On leaving School he joined Midland Bank in August 1950 
before being called up for National Service the following year. 
He saw service in Hong Kong and Korea with the 20th Field 
Regiment, Royal Artillery and took part in the Third Battle of 
The Hook in 1953. He took great pride in his service. In later 
years he joined the Korean War Veterans' Association, attended 
reunions and marched past the Cenotaph on Remembrance 
Sunday: he felt it gave some recognition to the thousands of 
young men who fought in a "forgotten" war.  
  Following demobilisation he re-joined the Midland Bank but 
was diagnosed with pulmonary tuberculosis in late 1954 as a 
result of his war service. He became engaged to Brenda while 
he was in hospital, they married in March 1957 and set up their 
first home in Croydon but moved to Shirley before the birth of 
their three sons. Both became heavily involved in the life of the 

St George's Church, Shirley: Don in due course became Church 
Warden and Treasurer. On moving to Purley, they took on 
similar responsibilities at St Edmund's Church. 
  After early retirement from Midland Bank in 1990, Don was 
for seven years Finance Director of the Dorothy Kerin Trust at 
Burrswood, Groombridge - a medical and post-operative 
continuing care hospital run by a Christian trust.  
  Don's early interest in drama shown at School continued 
throughout his life. He and Brenda shared a great love for the 
performing arts. They were regular visitors to the National 
Theatre and the Royal Opera House, where they were members 
of The Friends and Don was a member of the Corps of Stewards 
at the Fairfield Halls.  Don had an encyclopaedic memory of 
almost every production he had ever seen, including detailed 
biographies of the cast and their theatrical careers: in the 
memory of his sons Don was by nature himself a performer.  
Don was very content in his life. He loved his wife and his 
family; he served his country with great pride; he worked hard; 
he gave of his time and money with great generosity and 
charity; he enjoyed the theatre and dance; he enjoyed the 
company of his many friends, a glass of wine and a good laugh. 
No man can ask more of life than that. 
 

Adapted from funeral eulogies given by Don Lloyd's sons 
 
Duncan Bridge (1968-76) 
Duncan Bridge, who has died at the early age of 58, achieved 
great success as a badminton player. The Surrey County 
Badminton Association, reporting his death, described him as a 
most distinguished player who represented both Surrey and 
England many times at junior and senior levels. He first came to 
national prominence by winning the National Junior U18 boys 
doubles in 1974/75, and the National Senior men's doubles in 
1981/82. In May 1982, Duncan won his men's doubles match 
with Martin Dew in the Thomas Cup match against Malaysia 
thereby enabling a famous England victory 5-4. At the Brisbane 
Commonwealth Games in October 1982 he was - with his sister 
Karen - a member of England's gold-medal winning team, as 
well as winning, with Karen, a silver medal in the mixed 
doubles event.  
  Duncan was awarded his Surrey county first team colours in 
1976/77, and was a member of Surrey's victorious inter-county 
championship team in the seasons 1981/82 through to 1984/85.  
In the 1991 edition of ‘Whitgift School - a History’, Duncan 
Bridge was the youngest of the "Select and Varied List of 100 
OWs since 1871" that Freddie Percy included as an indicator of 
the range of talents nurtured by the School since the opening of 
the North End buildings. 
 
Anthony Russell (1938-42) 
Anthony John Russell died on 7 June 2016 in the Royal Surrey 
County Hospital at the age of 89. His executor, who informed 
the WA office of his death, said that Anthony always spoke of 
Whitgift with great fondness and had many memories as a 
"scholarship boy". He had successful career as a journalist and 
as founder of his own public relations company. 
 
 
It is important that we receive news of any deceased Old 
Whitgiftians as early as possible.  With the consent of 
widows and close relatives, we are pleased to notify 
others who were at the School at around the same time as 
the deceased.  Please send details of death and funeral 
arrangement to the WA Office at Haling Park.  Thank you, 
Ed. 
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